
COMMONS

1pleased to sanction and doth hereby sanction
the folloiwing provisions:-

1. Upon receipt of information by telegraph
from the Secretary of the High Commissioner's

'Office, or the Commissaire Général du Canada
in France, of the contents of the officiai state-
ments mentioned in Subsections 4 and 9 of
Section 12 of the Military Voters' Act 1917,
the General Returning Officer shall add the
fumber of votes given for or applicable to the
respective candidates in each electoral district,
as disclosed by the information so communicat-
ed by telegraph, to the votes given for the
candidates as shown by the certificate of the
returning officer made pursuant to Section 13
of Part IV. of the Dominion Elections Act,
and shall openly proclaim and shal- return
pursuant to the provisions of Section 211 of Part
1d1. as being duly elected a member or mem-
bers to represent such electoral district in the
Commons of Canada, the candidate or candi-
dates foun-d to have the greatest number of
votes, and shall, if requested to do so, give to
each such candidate a certificate stating the
tact of his election; and until superseded in
the manner hereinafter providied the pro-
clamations, returns and certificates so made or
issued by the General Returning Officer shall
have the same force and effect, to all intents
and purposes as if made upon the said official
etatements pursuant to Section 14 of the
Mi'iitary Voters' Act, 1917.

2. The General Returning Officer shall,
nevertheless, upon receipt of the said official
statements through the post make his pro-
clamations and, returns and issue his cer-
tificates as required by Section 14 of the
Military Voters' Act, 1917, and the latter pro-
clamations, returns and certificates so" made
or issued upon receipt of the statements them-
selves shall supersede the proclamations, re-
turns and certificates made 'or issued upon
telegrapllic information as hereinbefore au-
thorized, and shall thenceforth be and be
deemed to be the effective proclamations, returns
and certificates.

What wias the situation that confronted
us? We had sumrnmoned Parliament for the
eigh;teenth day of March, the l'atest date on
which we could do so if we are to make
necessary provision for the ensuing fiscal
year; necessary provision 4or the pay and
maintenance of those 'men who are fighting
our battles overseas and of ·the troops we
are asseadbling in Canada and have as-
sembled in Great Britain for supplying
necessary reinforcements. Upon the high
seas there is a stubmarine menace. We
found that, even in the ordinary course, the
statenients which had been prepared by the
Commissaire Général in Paris and 'by the
Secretiary of the High Oomnmissioner's office
in London could not reach us at this date.
They might not reach 'us until the middle
of April or the first of May; the ship in
wbich they were coming over might be
sunk. Welil, what were we to do? My right
hon. friand himself has called attention to
the faot that there is a provision in the
3ilitary Voters' Act for the sending of tele-
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graphie information. IL is perfectly true
that the Act itsif did not provide that the
return couM be made on that infonaiation.
We decided to take cognizance by telegram
of the staitemenits whiiah haid al.ready been
signed by ithe Commisaire Général in Paris
and by the Secreaary of the Hiigh Commis-
sioner', office un London, 'and upon those
statements so signed anid communicated to
the Genexal Returning Officer Iby telegraph
we provided not for -a final retturn, but for la
preliminary retun, in order that the repre-
tentatives of the people of Canada migîht
meet here in Parlitament in time to provide
for the next fiscal year. But we declared
fuither that as soon as tho'se statements so
signed by the two officers mentioned shall
reach the General Returning Officer, he shall
nake another return, whidh wai supersede
the preliminary 'returt to which I have
referred. That siimpile and justifiable method
cf sum:moning Parliament is characterized
by my right 'hon. friend as an outrage. I
say to him, in rep!Ly, that if by not taking
this step we had neglected to miake pro-
vision for the men who are fighting our
battles overseas that woul'd have 'been an
oultrage noit onily upon them, ibut upon the
people of Canada 'and -upon this Parliaanent.
My right hon. friend was rather free with
bis use of the word " oultriage." He found
an outrage in the War-tini Elections Act of
last session.

Some hon. MEMBERS: ear, hear.
Sir ROBERT BORDEN: That Act was

debated last session and passed by the late
Parliament. I do not know whether he
regards it as an outrage-apparently .he
does-4hat we gave to the feinale relatives
of the gallant men who are holding our
battle line the right to vote at the last
election. According to my'right hon. friend's
statement, it was an outrage-he nods his
acquiescence.

,Sir WILFRID LAURIER: Oh, no.

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: He does not?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER: The outrage
was in giving the franchise to sonie and
taking it away from others.

Sir ROBERT BORDEN! We did not take
it from any of the women of Canada; on the
contrary, we gave it to many thousands of
them. Moreover, we shall proceed at this
session to give the franchise to all the
women of Canada.

Mr. BUREAU: The election is over now.
Sir ROBERT BORDEN: The election is

over, and perhaps if we had given all


