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during the incoming year as you did last
year or you may not. It is not for me to
give the answer to that question. That
is ~what the hon. minister is here for,
it is what we want to know and it is what
we will know before he gets this item
through.

Mr. PATERSON. We are asking for
this amount. It is based on the expenditure
urder a similar head last year and it runs
about the same thing.

Mr. INGRAM. Why don’t you tell us
what the expenditure is?

Mr. PATERSON. The hon. gentleman has
it in his hand. It amounts to $37,500. He
seeks to know what transpires in council.
I am not at liberty to tell him what trans-
pires in council, but the fact that the amount
is in the estimates will be taken as an evi-
dence that it has received the approval of
council and . I do not know that the hon.
gentleman would be any wiser. I may say
that I consider his questions are captious,
without any public benefit, that they are
of no use and that no good purpose will
be served. He may delay the proceedings
but he is certainly not accomplishing any-
thing more, and cannot hope to accomplish
anything more.

Mr. INGRAM. I understand the min-
ister to say that the expenditure is in-
cluded in this report which is brought down
fo the 30th June last year. The hon. gentle-
man is asking for money to be expended
from the 30th of June next until the 30th
June, 1905, he wants to lead the House
and the country to believe that because
we have a document before us that will
soon be a year old, we should be in a
position to judge from that what he is go-
ing to expend next year. The hon. gentle-
man talks about me wanting to know what
he does in council. Was the hon. gentle-
man joking ?

Mr. PATERSON. No, the hon. gentleman
asked if I went to council and did so and so.

Mr. INGRAM. The hon. gentleman must
be joking 'when he talks like that. Nobody
wants to know what the hon. gentleman
does in council, I have never asked him
such a question. I have been too long here
to ask any such question because I know
better. I would be quite satisfied to get
from the hon. gentleman an explanation of
his estimates in this House, without en-
deavouring to ascertain what he does in
council. If he is as particular in withhold-
ing information' from council as he is in
this House the hon. gentleman will never
divulge what took place in council. I am
perfectly reasonable in the question I am
asking.

Mr. PATERSON. The hon. gentleman
wants to know how much I am going to ex-
pend on padlocks this year ?

Mr. INGRAM.

Mr. INGRAM. Well, is there anything
unreasonable in that? :

Mr. SPROULE. Here is an item for print-
ing and stationery, subscriptions to com-
mercial papers, flags, dating stamps, locks,
instruments, &ec., for various ports of entry,
legal expenses and uniforms for customs
officers. Let us suppose that he took thiS
whole vote and expended it upon two of
these items. It is the duty of the minister
to give explanations as to the various items,
and when he tells the House how he spent the
money last year, the House decides wheﬁ!lel' .
it is wise to vote it or not. We are asking
for no more information than we have 2
right to ask, and the minister is giving U8
less information than he should give us.
cannot conceive how any minister could as
council to pass these items on such limited
information as is presented to the House.

Mr. BLAIN.  What is the explanation
about the legal expenses. Mr. T. Woodyatt
of Brantford was paid $264 for investigad-
ting charges against officials. What was the
outcome of the investigation ?

Mr. PATERSON. That was for an in-
vestigation in 1897. Mr. Woodyatt was @
long time in rendering his account, but he
had not been paid before.

Mr. BLAIN. Did the department not ask
for the account ?

Mr. PATERSON.
edly for it.

Mr. BLAIN. What was the trouble ?

Mr. PATERSON. There was no trouble:
He was asked time and again for his aﬁl
count, but he did not send it in. I grant ¥0
it looks strange, but it is a fact.

Mr. BLAIN. Perhaps the minister would
bring down the correspondence. *

Mr. PATERSON. I do not know ﬂilatt_
there is any, except that there may be 1€
ters asking him to send in his account.

Mr. BLAIN. What was the outcome f
the investigation ?

Mr. PATERSON. I do not remember H7
facts as it is so long ago, but the accoun
ant’s memory is that the services of r(i)tll
officer at Parry Sound were dispensed W 3 d’
and the charges against a man n?i
Campbell at Meaford were not sugtained.

: he
Mr. BLAIN. It would save time if B
minister would give a full explanation.

Mr. PATERSON. I cannot be expected
to remember the details of an ilgfg‘?tlga T,
that took place several years . ,
Woodyatt is the police magistrate of Brant
ford, who occupies a very good judi
tion, and I think it will be generally &
ted that whatever his findings Werei]e
were correct. It looks strange that that
not send in his account before, but
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