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country : but I have the strongest objection toseeing | said, a very unsatisfactory exhibit made by the last
our own people driven out of this country, as they ; census returns, an exhibit which I am sure must
are being driven out, and seeing them replaced by :strike with pain every member of the House to
a wholly inferior class from the more or less pau- ! whichever side he belongs.  The increase of a little
perised countries of the old world. T do not know | less than 12 per cent in our population in the face
what result is likely to arise from the proposed of the fact that we had  received S86.(4K)
transferrence, of which the Minister speaks, of a , immigrants  during  the  ten  years, is o«
branch of his department. to the Department of ; very = startling  revelation.  We 'started  at

the Intevior.  The mode in which the Department ; the commencement  of the decade closing in
of the Interior has heen managed up to the present ; 1891, with a population of 4324600,  The natural
time, is not caleulated to inspire with implicit con- | increase of population in i country like Canada 1
fidence the members of this House inthe wisdom of | estimate at 25 per cent, which is a low estimate,
the proposed change.  Up to the present time the | The population of the United States increased
Departinent of the Interior has been nearly as un- }over 30 per cent during each decade from 1790 to
successful as the Department of Innmigration in! 1830 : the natural inerease of population hetween
promoting scttlement in our country.  The results | 1830 and 1840 was 29 per cent and a fraction over,
of the sale of land in the North-West, the results fand the natural increase in population between
of gettlement in the North-West, the extent to’] 1S40 and 1850 was over 23 per cent.  No I assume
which we have deprived ourselves of all control | that our natural increase is at least 23 per cent in
over that territory, are anyvthing but veassuring. ! ten vears. If that is the case we should have added
On the whole Tam inclined to thiuk, if that is to | to our population LOSLOK, if we haid no immigra
be the policy of the Government, they will do far | tion whatever.  But in addition to that natural
better to place the money in the hands of the | increase. we have received 886 KK hmmigrants, or
Local Governments in the North-West.  They | we have received 380000 more immigrants than
have. at all events, a direct strong personal jour total increase of population during ten vears,
interest, soto speak, in promoting the settlement ; and thix makes no allowance for the ditference be-
of this country, and I am inclined to think they | tween the birth rate and death rate of these immi-
would exert themselves to the best of their power | grauts, which in ten years would have swollen that
to promote it. 1 doubt very much whether the | number by 50,000 at least.  This, however, is not
Departinent of the Interior. although it may have | tuken as an element in the caleulation.  When we
certain conveniences such as the hon. gentleman jcome to analyse these figures we find  that
has alluded to, is likely to make any more of a sue- | we have lost 380,0K00-—-to say nothing of the
cess than the Department of humigration has done | difference between  the  birth rate and  the
in the way of settling up the North-West, and so | death rate of the immigrants we have received- -
far T .nust say that all we are at present achieving | so that, adding the natural increase. we have lost
by this expenditure is simply to bring a number of { 1,300,000 of our population in round numbers, or,
people. more or less untit for settlement in Canada, | to he more correct, 1,460,000, Thisis a condition of
into this country.  They drift to our large cities | things that vequires consideration. A younyg country
and towns, and there, a> Thave seen. and as every- | like this with unlimited resources, with millions of
body who has had anything to do with the charities | acres of fertile lands not yet hrought under culti-
of these large places know, they form a section of | vation, with enormous mineral resources, with
the population of a very undesirable class.  There | enormous timber resources, with the best tisheries
is a small part who no doubt form desivable citizens, | in the world, with a good geographical position, one
but a very large number of then: indeed are men ! of the provinces having the hest commercial positian
whom Canada could do very well without, and who | on this continent with respect to the other common-
at the very best are exceedingly inferior to thejwealths -with all these social, commercial, and
people who are daily and hourly leaviug under the | climatic conditions, and with an energetic and
present Administration. I must say that I think | virtuous popnlation, I say that, under all these
that the whole of this money we are asked to vote. | circumstances. to present such a showing as we do,
judging the future by the past, is likely to be en- | with a paltry increase of 304,004 in ten years, an
tirely wasted unless most rvadical changes are in- | increase of less than 12 per cent, calculating that
troduced by the Government in the mode of ad- | during that time we received from the old world
ministration. 88G,(M0 itmnigrants, it is a state of things that
requires most serious consideration. 1t is time to

M. CHARLTON. Iwishtootter afew remarks, | stop and see what is the matter. This is nota
before this item passes. upon the policy of the|party question: the life of the nation is at stake.
Government in securing immigration.  If we bring | If this condition of things is to continue it is
immigrants into this conntry it is necessary, as aino use to talk “of party squabbles and party
preliminary step, to take neasnres to promote their | divisions, hecause we shall soon have no country
welfare and comfort, and the policy of the Govern-j unless we can remove the evils now existing
ment should be one conducive to their prosperity, jand in  progress, which threaten to destroy
and one calculated to make the country a desirable { the community. Something has to bhe done.
one for them to live in, one calculated to assist them | We are not going to cure this great evil Ly
when they come here to make progress in the accu- | the voting of a supply of money to induce inmmi-
mulation of property, and a po‘icy that would min- | grants to pass through this country on their way to
ister to the necessities aml wants of the citizens. | the United States. \We must do something to keep
That there is something wrong with the condition of | our own citizens here.  We wmust do something to
affairs in this country is evidenced by our census re- | keep immigrants from the old world who come
turns and the various sources of information open to | here, and unless we can do these things we might
us with respect to this matter. We have, as the hon. jas well close up our experiments u‘f-’ creating a
member for South Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright) | nation here. What has to be done? The hon.

Sir RICHARD CAKTWRIGHT.




