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NON-PROLIFERATICON TREATY

The Honouratle Paul Martin, Secretary of State for External iffairs, today made
he following statement: :

"On Aupust 11, I welcomed the news that the United States and the Soviet
fnion might shortly be tabling a ‘joint draft nuclear non-nroliferation treaty in the
jens—a Disarmament Committee., It is good that this has now taken place, for we
ittach high oriority to such a treaty., Unless preventive steps are soon taken, the
ﬁorld may be plunged into a general nuclear arms race, the dire consequences of which
1 need hardly dwell upon, The memters of the Geneva Committee, of which Canada is
@m, will now be turaning their attention to the specific provisions of the draft
treaty,

"We consider the draft to provide a valuable basis for negotiation. Its
asic provisions would prevent the emergence of new military nuck ar powers., We are
onfident that these provisions would impose no restrictions on the right of
signatories to particinate in defensive alliances, or to exploit nuclear energy for
lezitimate peaceful purposes, The draft treaty is, however, not yet complete; it
;cks an important verification article, which would apply international safeguards
jo the peaceful nuclear activities of signatories, We hone the co-sponsors of the
Iraft treaty will soon reach agreement on a generally acceptable provision for inter-
]ational safeguards, ’

"Some non-nuclear countries have expressed concern that the draft treaty
13s a "discriminatory" aspect. Some element of discrimination is, of course,
gnavoidable by virtue of the very nature of the treaty which seeks to prevent addi-
jional military nuclear p*wers tTom developing. I nevertheless hope that the nuclear
owers will be able to compensate non-nuclear signatories for their voluntary
enunciation of nuclear weapons by offering them reasnnable assurances in respect

of both their national security and the vrovsects of controlling and reducing
Existing stocks of nuclear weapons.

"At all events, a non-proliferation treaty is vital and urgent and the
?me is short. 1In the weeks ahead Canada will strive with other countries to
E?ng negotiations to a satisfactory conclusion and to make the treaty a working
ality
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