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N014 -PROISFERI:TIOt' TREATY

JThe Honourable Paul Martin, Secretary of State for External !sffairs, today made
he following statement :

"On Au?ust 11, i welcomed the news that the United States and the Soviet
nion might shortly be tabling a-joint draft nuclear non-nroliferation treaty in the
`em^a Disarmament Committee . It is good that this has now taken place, for we
ittach high oriority to such a treaty. Unless preventive steps are soon taken, the
vorld may be plunged into a general nuclear arms race, the dire consequences of which
I need hardly dwell upon . The memrers of the Geneva Committee, of which Canada is
one, will now be tur aing their attention to the specific provisions of the draft
treaty .

"We consider the draft to provide a valuable basis for negotiation . Its
asic provisions would prevent the emergence of new military nuc]e ar powers . We are
onfident that these provisions would impose no restrictions on the right o f
3ig,natories to particinate in defensive alliances, or to exploit nuclear energy for
le?itimate peaceful purposes . The draft treaty is, however, not yet complete ; it
Jacks an important verification article ., which would apply international safeguards
o the peaceful nuclear activities of signatories . We hooe the co-sponsors of th e
raft treaty will soon reach agreement on a generally acceptable provision for inter-
ational safeguards .

~1 "Some non-nuclear countries have expressed concern that the draft treaty
as a "discriminatory" asnect . Some e]e ment of discrimination is, of course,
navoidable by Ti.rtue of the very nature of the treaty which seeks to prevent addi-
ional military nuclear pil!.Jers î,om developing . I nevertheless hope that the nuclear
owers will be able to compensate non-nuclear signatories for their voluntary
~enunciation of nuclear weapons by offering them reasnnable assurances in respec t
f both their national security and the proosects of controlling and reducin g
sting stocks of nuclear weapons .

"At all events, a non-oroliferation treaty is vital and ur,ent and the
~'-me is short . In the weeks ahead Canada will strive with other countries t o
ing neaotiation~ to a ati 'fact r 1 d 4- ke th t t~ s ~ o y conc usion an o ma e rea y a working

~ aLity.'~ 30


