
1998 Elêctions ln Macodionia
ICG Baikans-Regort W4&.09 Octobe 1998P:u

Under current circumstances, n0 single politicai Party appears able to win anabsolute majonty of the vote ln the next parliament. Coalition-building istherefore the order of the day. Most electoral alliances, however, have nomoorings to the traditional left, right or centre. The electorate, in retum, hasvery tenuous loyalties to the parties with opinion polIs pointing to a highnumber of "undecided" voters.

The next govemment will almost certainly be a coalition dominated by eitherthe ethnic Macedonian nationalist party VMRO-DPMNE, which formed thelargest party after the 1990 elections, or the SDSM, the former Communists,who have dominated Macedonian politics since 1994. Here, even thoughSDSM is likely to win fewer votes than VMRO-DPMNE, it is probably in astronger position, since it can work better with the ethnic Albanians partiesand already has experience of negotiating a goveming coalition.

The degree to which the elections are considered "free and fair" by thegeneral public and international observers wili be a good indicator ofMacedonia's politicai maturity. If ail political parties endorse the electionresults, an important political miiestone wili have been achieved. The balancebetween ethnic Macedonian treatment of their ethnic Aibanian citizens andethnic Aibanian willingness to compromise i8 the key to preserving internaistability. Ethnic Albanian parties must continue to participate in Macedonia'spolitical life or the country will see further deepening of its ethnic divisions.Much of this depends upon how much tolerance the govemment shows theAibanians, as well as the pragmatism of Albanian leaders. A VMRO-DPMNE-dominated coalition which attempts to exolude ethnic Aibanian parties couldupset the current balance in ethnic relations.


