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Central ta the discussion at the roundtable was the raie Canada and other actors
should and must play, whether on their own or within international fora such as the
Commonwealth and the UN.

Il. Elections

Canada's participation ta the Nigerian electaral process is central to aur efforts to
bririging democracy in Nigeria. Participants raised the question as ta if and when
Canada should get involved in monitoring the presidential elections that should take
place in August 1998 (preceded by the National Assembly elections in April). Atthough* -there were.do.ubts on the Nigerian Govemnment's willingness ta see the elections
monitored, it was raised that for Canada to be in a position to comment an the electoral
process - which is expected ta be short from being democratic - we have ta be involved
early in the process, whether through the Commonwealth or otherwise. When speaking
of etections, criteria for thern ta be free and fair corne to mind, and Canada should beinvolved in setting those out. Of course, if it far from being certain that the Nigerian
Governn'ent wiIl accept these criteria. We should also look at the possibility of theNigerians monitoring the elections themselves. Notwithstanding, Canada and the
International Community have ta concert their efforts ta compel the Nigerian
Govemnment to openlng the democratic process to allow the population's participationin etections 4and in $oit in general. Canada will discuss the possibility of etection
monitoring and its own participation at the next CMAG meeting. Past experlences, suchas Ghana, have sonhowever that dictatorial mititary govemnments have been electedafter somehow free and fair etections. It is expected that General Abacha wlll not stepdown despite international pressure and will be a strong candidate at the election.


