
individuals or the commuriity with respect to their well being and
happiness within its boundaries. Local government is both "local"
and "government" and has two main aspects:

service delivery or provision in which case it can be viewed as a
management, a productive and an administrative system;

deîmocrati.c self-government , when it is considered as a political
system.

Nowhwere has democracy worked well wi.thout a great masure of
local self-government.
Local government is historically prior to central government and
in democratic ternis, superior to any other forni of government
since it is only at the local level that the individual can
really participate in bis or ber own government. The basic values
inherent in local government are liberty, equality and the
weltare of the people. Hence the saying that local governxnent
"lookcs after you from pregnancy, birth, infancy and will bury'you
when you die"

In developing countries, central authorities have more readily
downloaded functions to local governments than they have
decentralised theimplementation tools sucb as financial resources
and qualified manpower to handie the decentralised functions more
effectively. in other cases, countries operate deconcentrated,
systems where the budgetary allocations and staff are centrala.y
cqntrQlled in every respect. This has made local governznent flot


