48.  Allin all a sorry picture. Can the Commonwealth play a significant role to mitigate the
situtation?

49. With problems of population and health being global in nature, we see the
Commonwealth's role essentially as an intergral part of the effort of the larger international
community. However, we do think there is a unique usefulness that comes from the
Commonwealth's ability to draw on its family ties of influence, shared values and history of
mutual assistance, friendship and understanding.

The Ottawa Branch of the Royal Commonwealth Society was privileged and honored to have
been afforded the opportunity to organize the Commonwealth in the 3rd Millennium colloquium.
We are grateful for the advice, intellectual input and financial support received from; The
Canadian International Development Agency, The Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy
Development, the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, the Commonwealth
Foundation , the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Agora Communication and Pitney
Bowes.

Background and discussion papers are available from the RCs - Ottawa Branch web site at:
http://www.agora-group.com/rcs



