
simPly in the redefinition of its rote with civilians along with the recasting of structures, rote,
mission and objectives. Which brings us to the question of resource constraints, and the high
costs of reconversion and enhancing demnocratie control. In many African counitries unpaid
soldiers have been responsible for instability, and where the military bas been called to help
stabilize democratic mile, very ofien this demanded higher defense expenditures.

Although the argument has been abused, there are a number of areas in which the talents,
organizatjon and resources of the military could be brought to bear on behaif of basic human and
ecolog9ical needs. The notion may seem, unpalatable, but in the context of a weal civil society and
underfunded or under willed governments on one side, and growing socio-ecological imTperatives
on the other, one could not, in many countries simply mile out the application of "military" force
to social probiems. Perhaps armies anld police forces can be "streamnlined" to become bodies that
will Support-rather than overthrow-democratically elected governments.

0f course, much depends on the nature and the vision of the military itself. One however
should not assume tliat the military wvîîî instinctively always react negatively to such
reconversion. The writing is on the wall, and it would appear tliat a military which keeps to its
barracks in this day and age, will eventually become redundant. Miîitary hierarchies are not
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