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COMMUNIQUE

The Government of Venezuela welcomes the decision taken by the
Governments of the United States of America, the Russian Federation and France
to extend the moratorium they have voluntarily and unilaterally placed on
their nuclear testing, as well as the intention expressed by the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to associate itself with
this decision. This moratorium, which has been observed by these countries

since last year, opens the path towards fulfilment of the undertaking entered
into by the above-mentioned Powers in the preamble to the 1963 partial

test-ban Treaty and in the preamble to the 1968 Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

= Venezuela, which, in keeping with its policy favouring general and
complete disarmament, possesses no nuclear weapons, reaffirms the importance

of the earliest possible conclusion of a complete nuclear-test-ban treaty as a
decisive step that can put an end to the cycle of the development and
production of these aggressive systems.

Venezuela notes with optimism this process that should lead to the total
cessation of nuclear testing, and expresses its keen wish that the nuclear

Powers should adopt more effective measures in pursuit of nuclear disarmament
and the elimination of existing nuclear arsenals.


