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. wmwmnmuc. PHILIP STEPHENS AND JOHN WYLES IN VENICE

LEADERS OF the seven major
Western. industrial countrics
I:nerd.ay gave a first welcome

. the policies of Mr Mikhail
Gerbachev, the Soviet leader,
faying they held out hope
of a:turning point in East-West
tefations.

..dn the most encoursging as-
sessment of East-West relations
for, years, the seven ssid: “It
is v hope that they will prove
to .be of great significance for
the, improvesment of political,
economic and security relations
between the countries of East
and West.”

.On the day the Soviet Unlon
proposed an intermational in.
spectorate to monitor & nuclear.
test ban, the heads of govern.
ment acknowledged that “ new
opportunities for progress ™ had
opened . up since last year's
Tekyo summit and that the
poals of muclear disarfament

and conventional force reduc-
tions should be pursued.

Although President Resgm
obviously endorsed this declars-
tion, his spokesmen put their
emphasis on its qualifying
clauses, namely, that Soviet
actions would be closely
watched on human rights,
Afghanistan and peopleto-
people contacts.

Mr George Shultr, US Secre-
tary of State, said human rights
were stressed '*as pecessary in
themselves and as a guage to
the quality of a relationship
which is stil] possibile.”

The leaders implied that the
brighter horizoms for East-West
relations stemmed from Mr Gor-
bachev's internal and external
policies which they were fol-
Jowing “ with great interest.”

The approving reference fo
Sovict internal affairs was both
unusual amd ra more

cautions tham come delegations
wished. West Germany pressed
unsuccessfully for the inclusion
of an appeal for greater
econpomic collaboration between
the two halves of Europe.

On arms negotiations, the
declaration gave only gemeral
backing for US efforts to
negotiate “balanced, substamtial
and veriflable reductions.”

Nr Shultz indicated that a
fuller endorsement of the US
position on removiag medium-
and shortyange . nuclesr
weapons from Europe eould be
expected from the meeting of
Nalo foreign ministers opening
in Reykjavik tomorrow.

The Gulf issue, which seme
leaders feared would plague the
summit, was overshadowed until
the Jeaders started their meet-
ing. yesterday moming in the

elegant 16th century library of .

the Fondazone Cini eon the
island of San Glorgio, 2 short
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“Summit welcomes Gorbachey

ferry ride from St Mark’s day.

In the event, France, West
Germany and Britain best off
what was said to be only token
US pressure for a statement

promising their official neu-

trality on the Guif war Dby

sppearing to favour Iraq.
The statement ultimately
contained only the faintest hint

of support for the US objective -

of mandatory samctions by the
United Nations to try to end
the fighting.

My Shultz,  nmonetbeless,
chimed that the declaration’s
call for “ effective measures by
the United Nations security
council® really endorsed the
US strategy of calling for a
ceasefire backed up by a
mandatory arms embarge if
either country refuses. Mrs
Thatcher had also offered this
interpretation earlier in the
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policy

Mr Shaltz, for bis part,
tribute te British ut’i'nﬁezuig

the Gulf, revealing that the "

Royal Navy had escorted 140

vessels through the area this,
which might have risked com- ¥y ‘

ear,

In addition to Esst-West rela-
tions and the Gulf, the summit
returned to the subdject of
terrerism for the gixth time in
leaders

ment’s credibility in resisting
ferrorist pressures.

Semmit detaily, Prge 2;
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