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3 l In architectural offices all

t

]

across Canada, talk is of

. “building in context.”” As

never before, Canadian

| architects are becoming

;ﬂcreasingly sensitive to how
heir buildings fit’” into

| Neighbourhoods. It's not just

| Using the same brick or

Matching window and door
Placements: designing 2
building in context means
Considering the scale and
Measure of surrounding
Structures, taking into
aCcou.nt local building
{Natenals, popular archi-
ECtural forms in the area,
dnd the history of the
Neighbourhood.

gﬁncern for context has given
b ape to many innovative
Cundmg'projects across
di;nada in the past few
h Cades. I.n S0 vast a coun-
rey’ choosing just a few
noDresentative examples is
4 mean feat. The buildings
% ected r)ere are all out-
Wﬁndmg in some way —
hs ether f_or artistic beauty
i exceptional technical
thVancesf. More importantly,
thBSe‘ buildings exhibit
Oughtful approaches to
€Ir ““contexts.”’

!‘Sth an international client

chch as the Sheraton Hotel

H ain, the designers of the
lifax Sheraton in Nova

Vi‘é?_tla could easily have fallen

: im to the *‘luxury hotel

a\égdrome” and produced an

riSeHYmous corporate high-

i tower. Instead, local
Chitectural firm Lydon

W\g;Ch chose to defer to the

b et:front site and to the

preg bourhood — past and

neisﬁnt — in its design. The

res? bours to the south are

nine0red eighteenth- and
u"éﬁenth-century wharf

s Ings that have been
Novated into shops,

restaurants and an art
college. The arms of the
U-shaped hotel extend into
the harbour, much as the
fingers of the wharves stretch
into the water. Unlike the
polished tower to the north,
the Sheraton takes its cue
from the low-rise wharves
and rises to a maximum
height of seven storeys.

The building materials too
were selected with the site’s
history in mind. The exterior
is made of granite aggregate
blocks designed in consulta-
tion with a local manufac-
turer. The colour, texture,
density and random pattern of
the blocks relate t0 the cut
stone of the wharf and to
previous buildings on this
site.

A university situated in the
heart of a modern urban
centre must strike a balance
between a cohesive campus
on the one hand, and a struc-
ture integrated with the city
that surrounds it on the other.

Before the construction of a
single campus, the University
of Quebec at Montreal
(UQAM) was scattered
throughout the downtown
area. The site of the new
university, located in the
eastern sector of Montreal’s
commercial core, covers two
city blocks. The site is
historic: Montreal’s first
cathedral and episcopal pal-
ace burned down here in
1852. The chapel of Notre-
Dame de Lourdes and the
steeples and south transept
of St. Jacques remained and

are now integrated with the

new campus and surrounding
structures.

Architectural firm Diritri
Dimakopoulos and Partners
laboured t0 ensure that the

surrounding urban context
was respected. Building
heights were kept down along
St. Denis Street in uniformity
with other structures, but
stepped up along Berri Street
where buildings are higher.
Both the steeple and south
transept of St. Jacques
Church are preserved. The
silvered Byzantine dome of
Notre-Dame Chapel, not part
of the campus itself, is
integrated into an adjoining
complex of terraced parks.

UQAM’s construction is of
reinforced concrete clad in
beige brick. The university’s
facades are articulated to
integrate with the domestic
character of its neighbours
and broken into bays and
balconies to echo the local
idiom. To match the commer-
cial street context, the scale
along Berri Street is more
urban. The stone spire of

st. Jacques and the rough
bulging ashlar of Notre-Dame
provide nostalgic contrast.

Toronto’s Eaton
Centre: successful
shopping complex,
tourist attraction and
meeting place.

But what happens when there
is no existing ‘‘context,’’ no
immediate neighbourhood for
an architect to respond to and
respect? As so often is the
case, urban growth can con-
sume hitherto untouched farm
fle[ds in a matter of months.
This was the experience of
Jones and Kirkland, a young
Torpnto architectural firm,
vyr)lch won a national compe-
tition five years ago for its
dg5|gn of a civic centre for
M|53|ssauga, an expanding
city on the outskirts of
Toronto. The selected site for
the new city hall was a rather
desolate field with only a
sprawling shopping mall
nearby.

The architects delved into the
area’g history for civic and
agrarian traditions on which
to base their design. They
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