INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS
PREAMBLE

The Governments whose duly authorized representatives have subscribed
hereto, considering their mutual interest in the populations of tuna and tuna-like
fishes found in the Atlantic Ocean, and desiring to co-operate in maintaining
the populations of these fishes at levels which will permit the maximum sustain-
able catch for food and other purposes, resolve to conclude a Convention for
the conservation of the resources of tuna and tuna-like fishes of the Atlantic
Ocean, and to that end agree as follows:

ARTICLE I

The area to which this Convention shall apply, hereinafter referred to as
the “Convention area”, shall be all waters of the Atlantic Ocean, including the
adjacent Seas.

ARTICLE II

Nothing in this Convention shall be considered as affecting the rights,
claims or views of any Contracting Party in regard to the limits of territorial
waters or the extent of jurisdiction over fisheries under international law.

ARrTIcLE III

1. The Contracting Parties hereby agree to establish and maintain a Com-
mission to be known as the International Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas, hereinafter referred to as ‘“the Commission”, which shall carry
out the objectives set forth in this Convention.

2. Each of the Contracting Parties shall be represented on the Commission
by not more than three Delegates. Such Delegates may be assisted by experts
and advisors.

3. Except as may otherwise be provided in this Convention, decisions of
the Commission shall be taken by a majority of the Contracting Parties, each
Contracting Party having one vote. Two-thirds of the Contracting Parties shall
constitute a quorum.

4., The Commission shall hold a regular meeting once every two years. A
special meeting may be called at any time at the request of a majority of the
Contracting Parties or by decision of the Council as constituted in Article V.

5. At its first meeting, and thereafter at each regular meeting, the Com-
mission shall elect from among its Members a Chairman, a first Vice-Chairman
and a second Vice-Chairman who shall not be re-elected for more than one term.

6. The meetings of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies shall be public
‘unless the Commission otherwise decides.

7. The official languages of the Commission shall be English, French and
.Spanish.




