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ALO«.

"The one on the right la the brighter."
"0f course it 1."

MN hy, certainly it i'."
"T'Io my oye tihe two seem about the saime."
f4me, too

It was on the evening of September 20,, quit. oarly

in the evening. They were looking at a couple of

stars in the north-eaat.' The fir8t threo speakers, wero

lailies, as might be guesaed from the pouitivé and

cm phatie forme of their verdict.
The stars were the two brightest in the. head et the

(lorgon Medusa, which forme a part of the. constella-

tion Perseua. Tii. one on the right was Rho Permei,

the other Beta Perai. Beta in botter known by Res

Arabic naine Algol aud il écne of the moa4tifmons of

the variable stars. Our observera had happ.ued to

catch Algol at hie mont itreting phase, viien Ia

brightneu waa at his minimum. Two hours lator

they al agrced that Algol wu docidodly brlghter tbén'

Rho, and in another hour or ethe. variable shone out

with three to four timea the brightnema of its neighbor.

Very curious and intcresting la it te waMtc i

changes in this star. And there ha mere thmu curions

and interesting lu it to smre observera. Qiven at Ibis

]le age o! the. world'a history thero are thome who

cannot shako theméelvea free, from an unousy feeling

that there is somethiiig eetle and uncanny in a phen-

omenon o! this kind. lu earlier ages this feeling Wl'

m uch atronger, a baloful influence woas ribed tothe

changing aspect of the. sta, and, from the. destruction

and calamity which tbey thought it threatened, tbi

Arabe called it Algol, the Demon-star. Tiie (Irfeka,-

or whoever else it was-Who placedl it amoug tb.4

snaky locke o! the frighteul and fatal (ligrgonlst

head weold seoin also to have looked upon it as à

death-dooming portent. Until a couple of yeara asr

astronomners looked upon it as a riddle o te b.road

Algol is aituated between the. Plejades aud Carn<

peia. The constellation it belonge to-Perse-i

easily recognized by the. J which a nomber o! its star

form. Alpha Peraei, tho brighteastau in tho constèl

lation, is in the middle of the down-stroke of the. J

The brightest o! all the stars in the. uam''equarlerc

the heavens la Capella. A lino joinîng Capella am

Alpha Persel makes a right angle with the lino joi

ing Algol and Alpha, and this lut Une make8 snothi

right angle with the Uine joining Algol and (ismu

Andromedie, Having.found Algol, look -for ité cou

panion Rho. Ou a clear moonless night the ey. ce

see have-a. dozen or rnote umall stars qnite »i

o Algol. Uho le the brijhtest o! thoso e 1h ut nt
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