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FERNDALE NOTES.

Walk ing througli the Yon ngmnemorial gate into

the beau tifui park of w fiichli Iai ifax fias good reason

to be proud , abou t t lie coimmnencemen t of the boliday,

we looked at the fine inruli trees among the spruce

and pi nes to sec if t fie îrediction nuade bh' tbe 11EV t EW

last Sejtember andrpeti tis .1 îilY was show ing

any sign of fîîitilfient: if the Larch Saw lv first

noticeti near Boston in I s .in the borders of Quebec

iii 18S'2, in New Busckin I >4. in Western Nova

Scotia in 1 swoiîid reaci tAie beart of Nova Scotia

in 18~90, and leav~e bu i nd it the brown spines of the

tamarac as if tbey were lickel with flanme. But tbe

Hlalifax tamarac was green. Among its still branches

%ve noticed a fis'. siniplv a iîoîse liv it appears in the

diistance, bu t one witiî st range tastes, for it fiew

lovingly iii and out arouind the branches as if it bad

a special affect ion for the fragrant bonglis. \Ve bade

a midsutnmer farewell to the park., and alter a few

weeks at the Suninier Sciencee ScLool and its pic-

turesEjue surrounidings, :îgain returned, te find the

larches of Point Picasant changed into scorchcd

skeletous as lank as tue spectres of the taînarac

swaliips of Maille wlîich a few yeîîrs before foreboded

their desti ny. Westward an:d nortiiward have these

smali four winged flics 1kew seule tbirtv and odd mileî

per year, until now tlic perimeter of tbeir widespreac

devastation passes throughi Halifax and beyond

Ottawa.
WVe figure rougll above the inscct in its x ariouî

stagres. Il t eionigs te flic order li iieîncl) teira, anc

sîsyprs.

A great many of our provincial papers are referring

to the uinusual d1estructiveness of the C~olorado Beetle to

the potato tI is season, and some want to know why

the goverument is not taking means to exterminate

the pest. Well, it is rather late to talk of extermin-

ation now, if w'e could not think of it before. When

the Colorado Beetle coming along the ïsthmus, first

folded its wings to aligbit on the territory of Cuixber-

]and County, il, 18S2, was the proper tîme to exterm-

mnate hlmi in the Province of Nova Scotia. Nor were

measures of a mild degree wanting. Tbe Agricul-

tural Society of Pictou at once published an illus-

trated circulai' fully describingo the inseeýt, and show-

iug how to treat him. These wvere placarded ahl over

the country. And thie Provincial Society hiad a

second edition of the sanie distributed andi placardeil

in the west of tie province. Tue restoît ivas t fiat eoni-

farnily Ten/hredinffdoe ( the Saw-fiies, so called on

accounit of their saw-like apparatus for boring holes

in the bark of twigs in which their eggs are placed).

The fly may be describcd thus: Hlead and thorax as

weil as the nine-jointed antennoe black, together with

the base and tip of the abdomen; segments two to five

and] part of the upper and whole of the lower surface

of segment six of a rich waxy orange color; first and

second pair of legs yel]owish, the thighs a little

darkcr and slightly tippcd withi black above, and

the third pair of legs mucb longer than the

others, with legs yellowish, but claws black, while in

the fore legs the claws are yeliow. The wings are

black veined, with a tawny fo-re margin on the costa
The dark spot-the stigma-near the tip of the wing,

black. The Iiy emerges fromr its cocoon about the

irst of July. The eggs are laid in the terminal young

shoots of the larch ( Larix A ?feri'Cafa). W'ithin a

fortnight they are hatched. The larvoe eat the

leaves rapîdly, moulting four times, the first three

times cbanging color and appearance -xery mueh.

When mature it 18 about one and a quarter inches

in length, bluieish-white above with two double rows

of hlack tubercles on middle segment, greenish

beneath, head and thoracie feet black; prolegs, seven

pairs, green. Before they pupate a brownish hue la

assumed. Tbev generaily drop to the ground and

spin an oval cocoon, brownish, about haîf an inch in

length. The perfect pupa stage is not attained until

next spring.
The larches do not always withier from the first

attack; but recurring attacks are sure to kili thein.

No method ot stopping the ravages of the pest bias

yet been discovered.
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