Culture the Product of Efficient TW

T'o the Educational Review;

Mr. Editor,—~I have read with much mteret’
your editorial in the July-August number on The

Plea of Utility in Education, and also Mr; Steeves'

comments in the September number on the same
subject. If by utility in education is meant merely
the imparting of information with no other aim

than making the recipient a greater producer of,.

almerelybecauuaknowlqgeofthesexmectshelp
peoplebcttertomakeal ; G
Dr. Dewey says: “Theammpmnﬂmtamin-‘
mg ugoodmgeneral just in the degree in -
agoodiornothmgmparﬁcula?
itwoutdbedxﬁaﬂttoﬁndany

wealth, I would agree with you. We would soou '
tire of such utility in education. There is no plaec to h

for it in our public school system.

But the mistake lies in assuming that there are while

two classes of subjects, one of which lends itself

exclusively to so called culture and the other :
clusively to utility in its narrow sense, and that

utility subjects can not be used as CM«! for

culture as those subjects which have no du'ed: :
plication to industry. The claim of the adve

the utility sub)ecu is that the m of thes
studies will result in culture equal in value to
derived from the study of any subjects now on out
common or hxghwhoolprogm \ |
are taught in the right way. Dr. L. H: Bailey
“Any subject when put into pedlm& M,
capable of being the means of educa

Thestudyofoeekunomoxeapmmﬁ_

education than is the study of indian corn. The mir
may be developed by means of ei&etm
and calculus are no more divine than machine
potatoes are. We are much m&emﬁ P

ing of certain subjects as leading to ‘culture

this is really all factitious, for culture is a g

only of efficient teaching whatever the subject mat- 5

ter may be.” . =
Science has now amcogmzedpheemall
ern programmes of study. It is even taught in

colleges, the professed guardians of culfure, and ﬁ - fa

value for culture when well taught is admitt
equal to that of any subject. But science ta
with relation to life, to mdustry becomes a ut
subject.
the study of botany has cultural value—the study
of the Mayflower for example,—will the study of

a common weed, such as ragwort, have less value?

Both are plants. Both may be used to teach the
same great biological laws. Are we to thmkbe—
cause the knowledge gamed from the study of onew
can be put to some use in life that therefore it loses
its educative péwer? In entomology if the study
of the beautiful cecropia moth results in some
measure of culture, will the study of the brown-
tailed moth, or the canker worm be any less cultur-

Does it then lose its cultural value? 1f




