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Springtlme, Studies.

In the early spring days whe.n the leaves corne

back to the trees and the birds returu fromn the,

South, what can bé done to bring into the school-

room some of the new life and freshness of nature's

resurrection. Many children in our city schools

hatre littie, or no opportunity for observing -the beau-

ties of nature unless presented with suggestive ex-

amples by the progressive teacher. Nothing will1

develop thouglit more rapidly than the opportunity

to observe the growth of a plant, the unfolding of

the fern leaf, or some similar phenonienon, and

thought power will lead to thought expression. The

stimulation of the tsthetic sentiments' will surely

help to make each child happier, his view of if e

broader and more significant; his observation more

accurate, bis entire range of thought keener and

more elevated.
Peas, boens or otherseeds, planted in the school-

room, will be the best method of showing the growth

of plants and the value or nèeds of the various

parts. Full directions in reference to this can be'

found in 1"Outlines in N4ature Sjtudy and History."

If sôme seeds are planted WiiVnit sawdust they can

be pulled up at intervala to show the successive

6tages of growth. Have each child Inake drawings

at specified tumes to illustrate .the continuity of

growth. In order to enlarge the scope of the les-

son use a setection that presents the eanîe thoughts

in poetic forin. By combiniiig these correlated

topics, the subject wi tt be 'flooded with a new tighl

and an appreciatioli of good literap.gre can b

initiated. The foltowing setection *s simple an

intelligible, and, therefore, weil .adapted to th,

purpose:
-in the heart 'of a seed

Boried deep, 60 deep,
A dŽear littie Plant

Lay fast asleep.

'Wake i, said, the sunshine
S 'And creeP-to the tight',

'Waketl' said the volte
0f the raindrops bright.

"Thte littie plant beard
And it rose, te Mse

Wha tht. wosdofut otside

WorM à tni h e b s o, * p_

ings 'illustrating the growth of the plant froin the
seed, with the poemn written. on the cover, w111 be a

valuable and seasonable accompaimlent to this series

of tessons.
Other appropriate lessons can be taken in\connicC-

tion with branches of the pussy-willow, or apple,

peach, or .cherr blossoms. If these be bropaght into-

the school-roon' and placed in water, as the'blos-

soins unfold, they will be a delight to the childiren

and they will also afford an op.portunity for obser-

vation that many of thq pupils will- fot have else-

where. Calendars can be made and decorated with*

sprays of the buds and blossomes.

Bud life ani habits, the, annual migration inthe

auturun and returning in the spring, the cognectiofi

of this with the food supply, will fwrnish niuch 'In-

teresting material. The blue-bird and robin, whose

welcome notes announce the approach of sprîng,

should receive. special1 consideration. .If' a bird's

nest can be pracured and'combined with the brmnch

of apple-bossofls, there will be obtained ctccellent

material -for drawing and language lesons'iii con-

nection with the following poem:

"Twol littie robins made a nest
'Twas in the ýwarm spring weather;

Thcy built it olit of stiks and straw44
And littie bite~ of feither.

* "It was tipon an apple bough
With blossoms al around it,

So neatly wovC and âted in
That no one ever found it."

The drawing mn.ay alse be used to decorate 'the

1-cover of a bookiet, within which isi written the poerq,

reproduced by the pupils in their own wordsi. cin
There are many other suitable poetic selciol

that wiUl be niost valuable in -these tessons which

combine, langUage and drawing in a forni that will

inspire in the ýchi1d a desire to seek and 10 know

more of the life of the great outaide world,-

ilt*rd' efI of a number of thlngs

Tint I'm sure we ushoud ail be as ha.w as Mmus"
-Thu Tuaw.I.et

Iknow of a cmdke go -wie and to bine,
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