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THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

Can you telthe age of atre? Lok atthe end
-of a spruce log or round oordwood stick and you wl
see a nuniber of rings. Each represents a yesr'u
growth. If you can count themn you wiil find ont
the age of the tree and yon wiil find mgny tliat were,
more than a century oid. Cân yon tell the age of a
tlwig or brandi? Many pelions in waiking tirougli
the woods or along a pathway bordercd by trecs or
shrubbery have tic bad habit of brealcing off twiga
or branches, ffparently for no purpose wIiatever.
They do nat think. If thcy did they would sec that
this wïilq injure tie tireet and tend to spotl bt
shape. How much bte t wold eto trt the

trees in our walks as conipanions and living beings
f rom whorn we niight Ifri ucli if we would only
as.k theni about theniseives. Pufling dci'wn gentiy a
branch or sniall eteni, and bcghlning at the gruwing
end look carefuily aiong thc bark until you find cer-
tain rings; further down another uet, anzd so On.
The space betweentBd1chcr i ll sho8lw aNsaWs
growth, and may tell you by its ienfgth mnd vigour
whether the scason was a good grciwing anc Or 'lot.

A brandi of a red maple growing near mny borne
tells me its life-history in a very entertaining way.

It is fifteen years of agt. It grew out of tht païrenrt

trunk, on the north side, wbere it was shadcd by a
dense gruwtfz of neighboring trees. On thc south
side there was an open field and uninto erztd sun-
shine. "Tiiats the pl-ace for mne," thc young&te-
branch seems to have 'thouglit whea lie was -tire
"tars old, for hie turned squarciy round and made
for the open. Tht rings show t his growth wms

feeble during the first few years after turning

toward tht ligh't; then the lengthened spaces beganl
ta show more vigorous growth, and every suminet

the branch is expanding in tlie grmteful sunshine.

Geography Made IntOrOsillg

A. B. MACKENZIE, SYD)NEY MINES.

It was the afternooni of a beautiful day in Julie

Miss B., the teacher at Maiagash Point, exPecttc

a visitor,;a former teacher of whomn she was ver,

fond. She was anxious ta have hier pupils acqui

themselves creditabiy, but a spirit of unrest seemne

ta have taken possession of them, and she 1scarcel:

knew what ta do. She altnost dreaded t 1li appear

ance of lier friend. Recess arrived, and elle wen

out for a breath of fresh air. She noticed tii

childrezî ail eageriy watching a vesse1 being tow-2

out of the bay. It was a three-masted schoon2'

and had been built in Tatamagouche . " I shall
make this the basis of a talk on geography,"
thought she.

Aftcr remes lier visitor arrivcd. When the
school had been câlled to, order, Miss B. asked ber
pupils how znîany'had seen dit vessel go Out OU elhe
barbor. ýA score of bands wdnt up Then fohiow-
ed a series. of questions:. Where waq she buit? of
what? by wbom? lier name, etc. Some of the boys

knew ail about b er; tliey had see lier launched.
One wà asled, to point out Tatamnagouche on the
mnap, also the water mto wbicli uhe uuied as she
left the bay.

Does an one know whici ýway she sailed when
she entereci the Northiumberland Strait? If she

went wçst, "ha places might~ sie probabiy toucli?
Wallace mnd Pugwash were ýneîtioned and point-

ed out. ,WVhat miglit slhe carry f rom those places?

From, Wullace she raiglit caz*y stone; from Pug-
wash, brick or demi. -Then rWhere wouid she be

likely to 1ta ke thi.s cargo? ,Several places were
mentioned, ýand poiited out,' viz., Chiarlottetown,
Sunnersicl*, Sydnoyi mnd ôthers. Then 'whti

miglit.she carry froza these places? From, Char-

lottetown plie niigbt carry farm produce; froni

Sydneym cosl. Wbere miglit she go with bier cargo?

Various towns were mentiomed, and, as before,

.1ail werc pointed, out,' mnd als tbe waters through
whicli she ýpas«&d

To stan ,up. Here are sorne of the things the

puphs eared n~dentaiiy from this lesson:- That
shipbuUdig a n imp~ortant industry; they

learned, a nuinber of the principal -sea-ports of the

province; t.hey learned about the advantage -of a

town having a good harbor; about the varions ex-

ports of their own province, and soniething about

the principal industries of the different sections.

From one town the vessel carried coal, then mining

was an -important industry in that iocaiity; fr.f»n

another port she carried deal, therefore lunibering

was carried on in that district; and so on. The

1 children, as weli as the visitor, cnjoyed the iessn

and wcre deeply interested. The hlf hour passed

t ail too quickiy. -

The Fh'st Robin.

The sweetest sound our whole year round:
'Ti$ the fi rst -robin of sprilg t

The song of the full orchard choir

ciIs flot so fine a thing.
-,dmund Clarence Stediman.


