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Satisfactory Outlook of T'wo Basic Industries

shaljp Reversal in Mining Ooutlook Causing Renewed Activ-
ity in Development and Exploitation of New Fields—
Lumber Business on High Level of Activity has Bright
Prospects.

o In viewing business conditions in British Columbia
alle cannot help being impressed with the present activity
U futyre of two of the basic industries of the province,

ﬁ*&ely, mining and lumbering. From a very dismal out-

the Granby Company’s production on a par with the past
two years, with every prospect of a sustained increase dur-
ing 1920.

The Britannia Mines on Howe Sound is also beginning
to reap the benefit of its large capital expenditures in the
development of its ore properties and mining equipment.
The Surf Inlet property is also coming into a larger pro-
duction than it has hitherto and is also reaping the benefit
of its large expenditure for plant. Further exploitation at
depth shows that the gold

th at the turn of the year
¢ mining industry has made
y fomplete reversal and now is,
itn the whole, more active than
of has heen since the signing
the armistice. It cannot
w‘iuexpected that production
equal that of 1917 when
itg Provinecial output reached
zenith, but it §s entirely
Et"tobable that produection will
is aln to the value of 1918. It
Ofllot, however, along the lines
tro Lr0duction that the indus-
olds out such great hope
op at of development and the
miel_nng up of new fields for
ling progress.
€ immediate cause of this
thangq is the rapid recovery in
u Price of copper metal from
to Wnprofitable operating basis
th : brice but little short of
or fixed by the Allied Gov-
dments for war purposes,
s a189 by the remarkable
the < Cring of economic ore in
fii, dalmon and Bear River
Tiets of Northern British
Wox}};ﬁlbla and other less note-

y ;
pr(’vince'developments in the

he. Granby Mining Com-
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value of its ore is being main-
tained with a rather remark-
able increase in the copper
content, so that the Surf Inlet
mine may find it profitable to
treat its ore for copper as well
as for gold. At present it is
the largest producer of gold
in the province. The Dolly
Varden mine at Alice Arm,
having gotten over its finan-
cial difficulties, is rapidly
reaching the shipping stage,
and this, with developments
up the Kitsault River, is bring-
ing this territory into consid-
erable prominence as a pros-
pective mineral producer. It is,
however, in the Bear and Sal-
mon River districts where
more remarkable dévelopments
are proceeding. The Premier
mine, and the Bush mine have
uncovered rich ore of large ex-
tent, and the prospects for the
Missouri, the Forty-Nine and
other properties in the district
are very bright. The chief ob-
stacle at present is the trans-
portation problem, which is
being solved as adequately as
immediately possible by the
Provincial Government in the

ti‘:,ey I8 anticipating a very ac-
Ahg, PeTi0d for at least a year :
Dot pbye The closing down of its Grand Forks smelter yvﬂl
in Militate against a heavy production from its operations
exDee Anyox District. Granby has submitted to a heavy
to Oditure of capital to free it from the unsatisfactory

ofki: onditions obtaining on the coast. With the erection
tion: ¥-product plant at Anyox and its coal mining opera-

Gl‘anbat Cassidy’s Landing on Vancouver Island, the
Samq Y will be independent of other companies and at the
" tlme.will be able to handle its smelting problems on
Ay OMomic g bhasis as any copper property in North

3 This, together with further development at

Ayl
YOX, and the handling of customs ore, will likely place

construction of wagon roads.
If, however, the territory develops, as it has every indica-
tion, it will be necessary to put in a railway to serve the
district to tidewater. From all reliable information which
we can obtain it would appear to us that this is a coming
mining district and will increase in production as develop-
ment proceeds.

Development work carried on on the mining properties
tributary to the Grand Trunk Pacific and the Pacific Great
Eastern are attracting the attention of mine operators from
eastern Canada and the United States, and it is likely that
several of the more promising prospects will be taken in
hand and developed before the year is out.



