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Editorial

CHRISTMAS

Christmas coînes but once a vear.
Nowhere can it be honored more fit-
tingly than in the common sehool. In
the sehool are ail races, classes, crecds.
They work together, play together, and
forget their differences in the enjoy-
ment of a brothcrhood that is sincere
and unaffected. .Aiong men generally
the joyous scason lasts a day or at most
a wcek. In the properly-ordered sehiool
it may last throughout the year.

The truc observance of Christmnas in
the sehool is not the holding- of a con-

cert or an cittertainument, thoughi that
is good in its way, and should not be
onîitted. Where thcre is peace, love
and a scnse of brotherhood, there it is
Christmas. It is onlly the teacher with
a warm. hcart, a kindly disposition, a
gencrous nature, who can enter mnto
the spirit of the sca son. It is only when
pupils arc happy, arid in right relation-
slip with ech other and their instrue-
tors tbat they cani enjoy the pleasures
of Chri.stînastide.

HOME WOIIK

Thc -very flrst thing. is to get t1e
fact 's of the case. lb is not so easy to
colleet them, sinee practice varies so
miud in wh elools and localities. At a
convention of sehool trustees hcld re-
cently there wvas tcstimony given by
niearly ail present to the eifeet that
children from Grade VII. to Grade
XI. are Ioadcd bc.yond endurance. In
another district are found parents who
complain that their children are neyer
asked to do any work, and that the
'onily thing at whidh thcy can succecd is
Play. Thc SchooI Journal is anxious to
get information of a reliable nature,
and therefore solicits the co-operation
Of Parents, teachers and students. The
flrst effort will be to enquire into condi-
tions in the Higli Sehools of the prov-
Iice, for if there is an evii it is undoubt-
edly here that it is aggravatcd, because
Of the fact that papils are ail wvorking
towards examination, and because ecdl

student is assigncd work by several
teachers. Ail parties coneerned willi
therefore render a service by writing
an answer to the foilowing questions.

1. Grade of students.
2. Average numlîcr of hours and

minutes home work per wcck.
3. Number of teachers assigning

home work.
4. The studies that demand mosb

time.
5. Thc hours of free time bhe stud-

ents have after sehool work is donc.
6. A fair sample of home work as-

signed for an cvening.
7. A statement of conditions under

whieh home work is donc.
8. Any further comment as to cifeet

ofl licath, lîearing on scholarship, re-
laLtion bu home life, etc.

9. A statement as to the help that
is given ini school in training pupils to
study wlîcn alone or at home.
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