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Current  Topics.

Ovid tells us that among the Romans it

The New Yenr.  was the custom for every man to do on
New Year’s Day alittle work in the line of
ation which he expected to follow during the year,
ca‘;e"')ymc t.hus took "‘ a slight taste of his ecalling.” The
Penter did some trifling job, the tailor and shoemaker took

afow i i ' . ‘
y W stitehes, the farmor did a little work in the fields, even

¢ pleader exer
foruy,

the Oceupy

cised hiy lungs for a few moments in the
Year mi"ifélis \T'ns dt.)ne., the pojct tells us, “lest th’e: whole
)eginni; , >f; spent in idleness from a bad px'ecf&denb :L% Fhe
“}N)ut, t],éus houglh there was a flavour of superstition
e s o 1 v o a0y (e

8 an ) Ontlzz, “-[tl(fs,(l ()nu.s:'m.l would have ?)(,e'r‘) regarded
Natura] g, e ) ;‘15 not difficult to trace in it the same
first (l'chy ()fptl Sjé w 1101} prompts s0 many O.f us to 1'eg‘m.‘d t:,he
the past and 16 N'ew Year as the p-roper time for reviewing

And making good resolutions for the future. The

last

St day, * closi |

of Vs of the closing yeur very naturally bring more or less
rett‘o.sjpecti(m,

memol.y 50 1m; ) ! ! >
any anistakes and failares of various kinds,

that )
1€ ,
tendency to reproach ourselves for weakness and to

Tesolve ¢,
it 0 do hetger next time iy irresistible. Such a process,
l()nesty .

salng and conseientiously carried on, can hardly fail to
Sl ary m . . . . )
egre (f'y' There are, of course, great variations in the
€5 o e | i .
steadiness and persistency with which men do

ei
Specii::rk- and carry out their designs, but an honest retro-
pergistenr’gl make it clear that the most purposeful and
the pl‘Ogrquo It}Ot} bursue the even tenor of their way,but that
18 Tathep a Isuo the most successful along their chosen paths
Mtepyy)q ofk rcﬁessloll of spurts or sprints, alternatlng with
at we leurnegxed energy, .and weakened purpose. I't 1s true
ot yeay 1, 1e lesson of life to very little effect if we do
Yustaineq 1?10)75 4 approximate more nearly to a steady and
Breatly wige tement, _Yet the strongest will always find it
Wea.kness or f'({ltalk with their past hours, note the causes of
ach succeed'dl ure, and deliberately resolve to make more of
pul‘POses. Ing year for the worthy fulfilment of their life-
We

There are pp : . ;
NS t0 seize the probably few who will not also find it
ether ose

I‘espeetivg]y

and every scrutiny of the past brings to

favourable time for agking themselves
Purposes are those worthiest to be made

T
ife’s goal,

It the choice of Newfoundland lies hetween
The Crisis in New-

N insolvency and the surrender of their con-
foundland.

stitution, as The TLondon 74mes puts it,
her ease is deplorable indeed,  This alternative is based on
the assumption that the loan of one million dollars besought
from the British Government cannot he granted.  The 7imes
thinks the granting of it would be a cruel kindness, meaning,
probably, that the loan would but prolong the agony, and
and that there would he no hope of the Colony being able to
recover its feet or make its way with that small amount of
assistance.  The fact, no doubt, is that the British Ministry
would not dare, even if they had the right, to make such an
advance without the approval of Parliament—an approval
which it would no doubt be hard to obtain. The Colony is
doubly discredited in the Mother Country, first by reason of
its exceeding obstinacy and impracticability in the matter of
the Trench Treaty Rights, and second by reason of the
appalling political corruption which has been brought to light
in connection with the late general election. If the
Colonists meet with no sympathy or help from England, and
are coldly left hy her to choose hetween the alternatives
mentioned by the 7%mes, it would not be surprising were a
strong party to turn their eyes towards Washington, but it
is in the last degree likely that the Awmericans would see
anything sufficiently tempting in the proposal to repay them
for possible trouble with Great Britain, on the one hand, and
with France on the other. Tt is possible that the British
Government may seize the opportunity to urge the colonists
to apply for admission into the Canadian Confedervation, hut
even that application could hardly be warmly received, save
on the condition that the French shore question should first
be definitively and satisfactorily settled.

“ We cannot do everything at once; but as regards the
principle upon which these appropriations (for canals, im-
proved mail service, ete.,) are made, T would answer that the
fovernment follows the same rule that determines the action
of individuals.  Tf any of you had a legacy left you to divide
among the people you would most naturally begin with your
friends.”

- The above words appear in the (obe's
An Indefensible

P .
Principlo, report of a speech made by the Hon. Mr.

Ouimet, Minister of Public Works, at
Guysboro, N.S., a few weeks since. The selfsame words
have been several times since attributed to the Minister by
the (lobe, and we have looked in vain for an indignant
denial from the Minister or some of his friends. We read
them at the first with incredulty, because, in the first place,
we were loth to believe that any minister of the Crown in
Canada would admit for a moment, even to himself, that he
could act upon such- a principle in the administration of the
public funds of which he was trustee, and because, in the
second place, we could not believe that if there were, un-
happily, a Minister who could be so forgetful of administra-
tive honour, he would be so ill-advised as to publicly declare
the fact. We are well aware that it would be folly for a Min-
ister or his friends to attempt to correct every misrepresen-
tation which may ‘appear in Opposition journals. But when
words containing the enunciation of an utterly indefensible
principle are repeatedly attributed to the responsible head of




