e -

 the
M

rw.
witk

| &

* Tageq ¢

’ try

Jox 20th, 1894.1

REMARKS ON HERALDRY.—-IIL

eAdsi:e adoption of defensive armor ef-
e, 5o portant developments of heraldic
o f;en When the use of firearms render-
'elopme:twe armor valueless, further de-
osiral, 8 arose, and these not at all of a
i When forms comparatively

fect

m'? le sort,
e, 24 readily distingaishable became
tame i::“y, more complex forms naturally
be 0 use, until many absurdities have

especially during the

enr atroduced,
i . )
. B1AN era, such ag pictures (* represen-

fong ’
) 18" ag they are apologetically term-

"’l:ii:,hces of historical occurrences, of
ags v ]a“ds*?apes, of trophies of arms
with ":l“l;l the like, all utterly inconsistent
of “ymboel el‘a.ldlf: spirit, which admits only
)descl'ibabls or insignia of simple form, so
racteq ¢ In words that they may be con-
‘an ap l?r portrayed by anyone. How
the «(15; eraldic artist who has never seen
0°:£resﬂ of Dustypoor "—probably

C ¢ ground long before now—or
Bpture of the Crapaud by H. M.
bargly Which even an eye -witness could
the &rmgmw correctly, make a drawing of
% imOf one whose ancestor gained a vic-

¥ bein F;)Ol‘tant as to have been recorded
Pageg 0% ﬁ arged (?) upon a shield, ss if the
erg I8tory were unequal to the task.
thegq mus Instances quite as ridiculous as
dilplay:y be quoted.  American heraldry
tion i t:’ 8ny monstrosities of this descrip-
008 Rqt & “arms” (so called

the «

o8 ng ) of the va'ri-
706 from and cities, and we are not quite
eXom S\“Ch debased forms in Canada.
Per fess Ple, the Diocese of Niagara uses,
bet""een 8z, and vert, on a fess arg.
ingarg . TePresentation of the Falls of
Qaple le:’p"- in .chlef and a sprig of three
in Ves or,in base, a cross gu.,* appro-
henld, fnough and ben trovato, but bad
of the 1{( The same may be said of the seal
0 chies :mClpal.it,y of Sunnidale, viz.: az.,
e repres: sun in splendour or, and in base
ilo htation of a valley ppr.
imoth{:'e has thus boen a develop-
ently :]surdlltles, there has been con-
tetion of apse into archaic forms in the
Mrangeq i 8ymbols, and yet these are often
Wildey;  compositions of, on the whole,
Thig l:fg complexity.
5 t:)nd of thing, which it is perhaps
%, wh say is the work of unskilfu! de-
n wn°hW0uld have done better if th.ey
Coupt ow, appears in the seals of city
®upg,, .Y COrporations and the like in this
N ?Ch as the adoption, for example,
"’handg' » 81 axe, a saw, and a bale of
Yoy , %8 and dropping them anyhow
‘og fouy : d; or perhaps carefully arrang.
:h% posig'ch objects in as many quarters ;
Be Carg oflon very likely to be entrusted to
Wl Britannia and an Indian, or a
W Inteﬁi er, a3 supporters, with ¢ Indus-
1 g oo gence and Prosperity,” or some-
ory . U0grammatical and meaningless,
Cregt, °O) topped off with a beaver for
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. Llhe .
Ugneq :(‘:l.l of the City of Toronto is de-
Tt to l‘ef\;hthls manner, but gshows an
L in the something better in the adop-
in ’ wh‘_‘St quarter of f.he three lions of
&]tpe,ftinencelck' however, is really a piece of
sk'y of the ! more creditable to the loy-
ill, € designer than to his heraldic
m&ilfise three lions, accompanied in
Ng three quarters by a steam-
(Wh":atshmf) and the inevita-
Zon fosr }%ICCIesiastical Heraldry gives a dif-
hese arms, but the writer submits

S of tls more accurately in accordance
de iVedhe province of Ontario, from which
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ble beaver, with supporters, motto, etc., as
might be expected, make a composition
gufficiently incongruous to scare & King-
of-Arms of the ordinary kind into & condi-
tion of hopeless lunacy.

It is such heraldry as this that brought
the whole science into disrepute, from which
it has however emerged, so that the her-
aldic forms of the Victorian era show the
highest developmernt reached in any age.

Although it has been the custom from
time immemorial for municipal corporations
to use arms, it is the writer’s opinion that
such use by any aggregate corporation is of
doubtful propriety. It would be better for
all municipal and commercial corporations
to charge their insignia directly upon the
geal which indicates their corporate ex-
istence and corporate acts, instead of
placing a shield upon the geal, except in
cagses where the shield itself constitutes a
specific charge. And as a crest isa bearing
of a military character (and consequently
not borne by clergymen, who are not liable
to military service, or by women), it is im-
proper for any corporation to use one, except
in the case of corporations especially invest-
ed with military power, or liable to render
military service, either actually, as some
great British trading companies, or theo-
retically, as the county corporations of
Canada.

Crests, as the name implies, were origi-
nally carried on the top of the helmet. For
use in this way they were necessarily sim-
ple in form, but since helmets have ceased
to be used, the crest has become practically
little more than a badge, and has conse-
quently taken many complex forms. It is
still in theory borne upon the helmet, and
as the helm is the necessary part of a com-
plete achievement it so appears in such a
composition ; consequently it is improper for
crests to be such as could not be worn upon
a helmet to advantage ; that ie, they should
not be loaded with minute parts and charges
which could not be readily visible if so
worn, and much more should they not be
such as to appear incongruous or ridiculous.
One may well smile at the idea of a
knight armed cap-a-pie and carrying on his
head, for example, a full-rigged three-mast-
ed ship of the seventeenth century (Rankin
of Perth, 1672) ; and this is moderate in
the extreme as compared with many won-
gtrosities which exist. It would almost
geem as if heralds permitted to be adopted
for crests the absurdities which persons ig-
norant of heraldry are always prone to in-
troduce into armorial bearings. Other
crests, though not so outre in appearance,
are quite as absurd in other respects. For
instance, the sun emerging from waves of
the sea (Webster) ; one may wonder how
the waves of the sea are to be placed in po-
gition and how retained when there.

When the debased period of heraldry
began, the decadence of the gcience appear-
ed first in the adoption of many vanities,
such as requiring arms of kings and nobles
to be blazoned with appellations for the
tinctures and metals, taken from the sun,
moon and stars, and from precious stones,
and assigning to every metal, tincture and
charge some meaning, for the most part ar-
bitrary and fanciful, and founded upon no
intelligible reason ; all of which modern
heralds very properly reject.

The methods by which a right to bear
arms is acquired are but little explained in
works on heraldry. Originally anyone as-
sumed such as he thought proper, but when
great importance became attached to armor-
fal bearings as a feature of the feudal sys-
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tem, laws were made to control and regu-
late their acquisition and use. It is gener-
ally assumed that such laws are gtill in
force, a view which Heralds’ Colleges natur-
ally encourage. In the opinion of the
writer there is now no such law, for when
such enactments were passed they were in
the nature of sumptuary laws, which al-
ways fail to secure respect, and sooner or
later became effete ; and were at all events
made for the times and circumstances then
prevailing, and as the times changed the
reason of the laws ceased to exist and the
laws lost their force. When heralds had
power and anthority to enforce such laws
they were effectual, but as soon a8 such
power and authority were withdrawn the
laws became ineffectual. Therefore (in the
opinion of the writer, at least) the original
law revived, leaving it now open for 8
person to assume armorial bearings at his
pleasure, provided he does so in good faith,
and not for the purpose of giving color to
claims to property, or to relationship,
and not being those already borne by some
other person, and also being devised in ac-
cordance with the duly recognized canons
of heraldry. To show that this opinion is
not & merely gratuitous one on the part of
the writer, it may be pointed out that arm-
orial bearings have now for many years
been the subjects of taxation in England,
with the effect that the statute law practi-
cally recognizes and allows the use of ar-
morial bearings so long as the person using
them submits to taxation. The law makes
no enquiry as to the right or title, but only
as to the actual fact of user. It will be
said, however, that as the Queen is the
fountain of honor, arms should therefore
only be acquired by grant from her, or from
persons acting by her authority ; but that
arms are “honors” is one of the erroneous
and fanciful notions which have been im-
posed upon heraldry. No person will ven-
ture to assert that a figure which anyone
may put on his seal is in any sense an
“ honor ;” why therefore should such an as-
gertion be made with regard to placing the
same figure upon a shield ! There is abso-
lutely no difference whatever when heraldry
is regarded in its true sense, for one is as
heraldic as the other. The assertion that
arms are to be regarded as honors is much
the same thing as the dictum similarly laid
down that no person can assume or change
a surname without royal permission ; a dic-
tum which the courts in England bave dec-
finitely pronounced to be unfounded and
contrary to law. Theright to use arms and
the right to a surname are closely analogous ;
they are both evidences of descent and re-
lationship, and marks to distinguish per-
sons and families from other persons and
families. They are both inherited at the
moment of birth and neither can be taken
away from anyone, nor is his title extin-
guishable by any means other than non-use
for such a length of time that the arms
or surname pass qut of memory. A
man born with the name of Smith may
cease to call himself Smith, but he is never-
theless & Smith—that is, one of the family
so named—and cannot by any possible pro-
cess known to human nature make himself
not go. Similarly he cannot by any process
divest himseif of the armorial rights to
which he was born. The utmost he can do
is to abandon their use, but doing so does
not extinguish the title, The foregoing re-
marks, however, do not apply to all armor
ial bearings, for certain things are especially
devised and used as honors, such as sup-
porters, which one can no more assume at



