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R.EMAPKS ON HERALDRY.-III.

1A' the adoption of defensive armer ef-
"'Itd iwnPortant developinents of heraldic

4m 0 when the use of firearms render-
ed defenslÈ,e armor valueless, further de-
v'i0POIents arose, and these not at all of a
deeirable sort. Wihen formes comparatively
#irPita e ad distinguishable became

nlklecess8ary, more complex forma naturalîy

ileea Iito use, until many absurdities have

(h .'ItrOduced, especiaîly during the
g9lan oral such as pictures ('4 represen-

?)jri' as they are apoiogetically teri-

~Places of historical occurrences, of
O& fa, isudacapes, of trophies of arma

OýRgand the like, ail utterly inconsistent
*'trtue heraldie spirit, which admits only

0 ya'8or insignia of simple form, so
-dribObld in words that they may ho con-

'trtited Or portrayed by anyone. How
Ca'anY heraldic artist wvho bas nover seen
th lF'rtress of Duatypoor "'-probably

ld to th, gro
the qCp g und long before now-or

at jPure of the Crapaud by H1. M.
9,which even an oye-witness could

îrdY draw cor rectly, make a drawing oftharl cf oue whoso ancestor gained a vic-
ty 8 lnPortaut as to have been recorded
b b119 charged (1) upon a sbieid, as if the

cfneo history were unequal to the task.

8h~ru Instances quite as ridiculous as
may ho quoted. American heraidry

i'QYF rnan> mnstrosities of this descrip-
luI the "arma>1' (so called> cf the vani-

srea anid citieis, and we are not quite
louI su1ch debaaed forma in Canada.

Po exa" 1 8e the Diocese cf Niagara uses,
Petleg

bet' az, and vert, on a fessa rg.
ý-sna representation of the Falls cf
gaPpr. In chief and a sprig f three

peiat'Ie8ojbae a cross au.,* appro-
heaidr 'Iough and ben f,-ovato, but bad
01t Y h saine may ho said cf the seal
in c the u ialty cf Sunnidale, viz.: az.,
th Ifte u in splendeur or, and in base

lersentation cf a valley ppr.

bln Il absr bas thus been a diecebop-
on Ioabsuidities, there has been con-

Rtetio cf lapse into arcbaic forma in the
are'0'd if cYraol and yet these are often

,eI g . Compositions cf, on the whoie,
Tiong plexity.

11e ind8 cf thing, which it is perhaps
11 ter SaY is the work cf unakilful de-
hdDWho would have done botter if they

k4 nWn how, appears in the~ seala cf city
001 touity corporations and the like in this

of ry; such as the adoption, for examplo,
r4rhl, ug> axe, a saw, and a bale cf

npr fie, and dropping thon anyhow
tour erhaps carefully arrang-
II sch ojeets in as many quartera ;

t, ret 'P0sitiOn very likely t o etrusted to0are cf ]B '
Uh ritannia and an Indian, or a

tiy1 acker, as supporterg, witb IlIndus-
thti teligence and Prosperity," or seine-

ahýu ag U gamaia and neaningleas,
,>st Inottot topped off with a beaver for

Rig c'ela fgn the City cf Toronto is de.
~Ott t0 te thi mauner, but shows an

t'un1 reach aomethiug botter in the adop-
. 0gjaildefia quarter cf the three lions cf

'MPert- Which, however, is realiy apiece cf
alty?» Inece, Il more creditable to the loy-
hkii, 0f the 'designer than te bis beraldie

teuT'8e three lionq, accompanied in
bOat, a aîuiu three quartors by a steain-

# ai 'hWhtf and th(, inevita-

t h 5 etr baIEcclesiastical Ilerailry gives a dlif-
eth "" for thee ai-m, b,,t th, ivriter subrnits

"ýht h abo'o is mor acurately in accordlance
aýr dA4f the province of Ontario, fromn which

bIe beaver, with supporters, motte, etc., as
migbt ho expocted, make a composition
sufficiently incongruous to scare a King-

of-Arma of the ordinary kind into a condi-
tion of hopelesa lunacy.

IL is sucb heraldry as this that brought

the wbole science into disrepute, from which

it bas however emergod, so that the ber-

aldic forma of the Victorian era show the

highest developmeilt reached in any age.
Although it has boon the customn from

turne immemorial for municipal corporations
to use arms, it is the writer's opinion that

such use by any aggregate corporation is of

doubtful propriety. It would ho botter for

ail municipal and commercial corporations
to charge their insignia directly upon tho

seal which indicates their corporate ex-

istence and corporate acta, instead of

placing a shield upon the seai, except in

cases wbere the sbield itself conatitutea a

specifle charge. And as a crest is a bearing

of a military character (and consequontly
not borne by clergymen, who are not liable

to military service, or by women), it is im-

proper for any corporation to use one, except

in the case of corporations especially invest-

ed with military power, or liable to render

military service, either actually, as somo

great Britisb trading companies, or theo-

retically, as the connty corporations of

Canada.
Crests, as the naine implies, were origi-

nally carried on the top of the helînet. For

use in this way they were necessarily sim-

ple in forin, but since hielmets have ceased

to ho used, the creist bas become practically

little more than a badge, and bas conse-

quently taken many complex formes. IL is

stili in theory borne upon the helmet, and

as the heIn is the necessary part of a comn-

plote achievement it so appears in such a

composition ; consequontly it is improper for

cresta to bo such as couid not ho worn upon

a beliet to advantage ; ibat iFs, they should

not ho loaded with minute parts and charges

which couîd not ho readily visible if so

worn, and much more should they not ho

such as to appoar incongruous or ridiculous.

One may weil amile at the idea of a

knight armed cap-a-pie and carrying on bis

head, for example, a f ull-rigged threo-mast-

ed ship of the seventeenth century (Rankin

of Perth, 1672) ; and this is moderato in

the extreme as compared with many mon-

strositios which exist . Lt would almoat

seemi as if heralds pprmitted to ho adopted

for creits the absurdities which persona ig-

norant of heraldry are always prone to in-

troduce into armoriai hearing@. Other

crosta, though not 50 outre in appearanco,
are quito as absurd in Cther respects. For

instance, the sun emerging from wavos of

the sea (Webster) , one may wonder how

the wavos of the sea are to ho pîaced in po-

sition and how retained when there.
When the debaaed period of heraidry

began, the decadence of the science appear-

ed tiret in the adoption of many vanities,

such as requiring arma of kinga and nobles

to hc, blazoned with appellations for the

tincturos and metals, taken froin the sun,
moon and stars, and froin precious atones,
and assigning to every metai, tincturo and

charge somo meaning, for the most part ar-

bitrary and fanciful, and founded upon no

intelligible reason ; ahl of which modern
beralds very properly rejeet.

The methods by which a rigbt to bear

arms is acquired are but lit tle explainod in

works on heraldry. Originally anyone as-

sumed such as hoe thoiîght proper, but when

great importance became attached to armor-

ial boaring,3 as a feature of the feudal sys-

tein, lawd were made to control and regu-
late their acquisition and use. Lt is gener-

ally assumed that snob laws are stili in

force, a view which lleralds' Colleges natur-

ally encourage. In the opinion of the

writer there is now no such law, for when

such enactmaents were passed they were in

the nature of sumptuary laws, which al-

ways fail to secure respect, and sooner or

later became effeto ; and were at ail events

made for the times and circumrstances then

prevailing, and as the turnes changed the

reason cf the laws ceased to exist and the

laws lest their force. When heralds had

power and authority to enforce such laws

they were effectuai, but as soon as such

power and authority were withdrawn the

laws becarne inefl'ectuai. Therefore (in the

opinion of the writer, at least) the original

law revived, leaving it now open for a

person to assume armorial bearings at bis

pleasure, provided he doos so in good faith,
and not for tho purpose of giving color to

claima to property, or to relationship,
and not being those aiready borne by some

other person, and also heing devised in ac-

cordance with the duly recognized canons

of heraldry. To show that this opinion is

not a merely gratuitous one on the part of

the writer, it miay be pointed out that arm-

orial bearings have now for many years

been the subjects of taxation in England,
with the effect that the statuto law practi-

caliy recognizea and allows the use of ar-

morial bearings so long as the person using

them submaits to taxation. The law makes

no enquiry as to the right or titie, but only

as to the actual fa-ct of user. IL wiII ho

said, however, that as the Queen is tbe

fountain of honor, armes shouid therefore

only be acquired by grant fron iher, or froin

persona acting by bier authority ; but that

armes are Ilhonora"> is one of the' erroneous

and fanciful notions which have heen un-
posed upon heralry. No person wiii von-

ture to assert that a figure which anyone

may put on his seai is in any sense an

Ilhonor ;" why therefore should snch an as-

sertion ho made with regard to placing the

saine figure upon a shield i There is abso-

lutely no difference whatever when heraidry

is regarded in its true senso, for one is as

heraldic as the other. The assertion that

arma are to ho regarded as honors is munch

the saine thing as the dictum similariy laid

down that no person can assume or change

a surname without royal permission ; a dic-

tum which the courts in England have dc-

finitely pronounced to ho unfounded and

contrary to iaw. The right to use arms and

the right to a surnamo are closely analogous ;

they are both evidences of descent and re-

lationship, and marks to distinguish per-

sons and families from other persons and

families. They are both inherited at the

moment of birth and neither can ho taken

away froin anyone, nor is his titie extin-

guishable by any meana other than non-use

for such a length of turne that the arme

or surname pasa Qut of memory. A
man horn with the naine of Smith may

cease to cali himseif Smith, but ho is nover-

tholesa a Smith-that is, one of the family

so named-ancl cannot by any possible pro-

cesa known to human nature inake himself

not so. Simiiarly hoe cannot by any process

divest hiniseif of the armorial rights to

which hoe was born. The utmost hoe can do

is to abandon their use, but doing so doos

not extinguish the titie. The foregoing re-

marks, however, do flot apply to ail armor

ial bearings, for certain things are espocially

devised and used as honora, such as sup-

porters, which one can no more assume at
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