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during the current year, is a magnificent edifice
worthy to stand ar » monument of the growth
and prosperity of the Empire under the
present ruler. Some idea of its dimensions
may be gleaned from the fact, that its frontage
alone extends rather more than 750 feet,
whilst the summit of the centre tower which
crowns the fabric, attains a height of no less
than 850 feet, The style of architecture
adopted is a free rendering of the Renaissance,
and all that modern artistic skill and ingenuity
could devise has been done to render the Im-
perial Institate worthy of its title. The
objects and purposes to which the interior of
this splendid building is to be devoted are
concisely set forth in the following extract
from its charter—the charter of the ‘ Imperial
Institute of the United Kingdom, the Colonies
and India, and the Isles of the British Seas :”

1. The formation and exhibition of collec-

" tions, representing the raw materials and

manufactured products of the Empire, so main-
tained as to illustrate the development of
agricultural, commercial, and industrial pro-

s.

2. The establisliment or promotion of com-
‘mercial museums, sample rooms, and intelli-
%encg offices in London and other parts of the

mpire.

8. The collection and dissemination of such
information relating to trades and industries,
to emigration, and to other purposes of the
charter as may be of use to the subjects of the
Empire.

4. The furtherance of systematic coloniza-
tion.

To €Canada, as the largest of the depen-
dencies, and the one deemed particularly avail-
able for the immigration which is required for
the proper development of its vast resources,
has been allotted the whole of the western
gallery, with the additioral advantage of a
main entrance of its wn. By this disposition
the Dominion receives rather over 100 yards
of a gallery, 20 ft. 6 in. in breadth, and 20 ft.
6 in. in height, for the exhibition of her pro-
ducts and resources. FEach separate Province
has its own section, in whichto show its special
features and attractions, and the kinds of pro-
ducts and manufactures for which it is best

_adapted, and here, in return, the prospective

" emigrant canfind visible proof of the prosperity

of the country.

In an article by the Curator of the Canadian
section, Mr. Harrison Watson, and his assis-
tant, Mr. Frederick Plumb, which accompanies
the Report, we are informed that ‘¢ Already
two.or three of the Provinces have made con-
siderable pr.gress with their collections, and
it oan only be hoped that the others will hasten
to forward their contributions, so that on the
day of inauguration thejwhole Dominion, from
Atlantic to Pacific, will be able to show unin-
terrupted evidence of its wealth and enterprise.
India, Australia, and the other Colonies, are
all making great efforts and it should be the
aim and desire of Canadians to eclipse all
others. There is a market here for many of
our products at present almost unknown ; and
the success of the Imperial Institute means
the further development of our already rapidly
increasing export trade.

——,———

Whoever fails to turn aside the ills of life
by prudent forethought, must submit to fulfil
the course of destiny, —Schiller.

The Berlin correspondent of the Standard,
tells of a newinvention which claims absolutely
to do away with smoke from the combustion of
coal. The coal is ground into powder and in-
jeoted into the bypiler by means of a current of
air, when it immediately becomes ignited from
a small fire near the mouth. Other currents
supply the air necessary for combustion. The
dust burns in one continuous intense flame,
and not an atom escapes as smoke,
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OTTAWA LETTER.

To make capital out of the Capital when
lettér writing 18 common is something like
the proverbial brickmaking without straw.
Apart from the House, and the public
questions which may be discussed in con-
sequence of its session, there is but little
“in the air” o! much general interest. No
one does or says anything very naughty
or very nice, brilliant or stupid. Weather
is just—weather, and at present stolid, and
though a “burning question” would, as a
mere item for improving the temperature,
be a God-send, questions are not, at this
moment inflaminable; our matches are all
.of the fnnozent kind that “strike only on
the box.” Meantime, let % first speak of
the House. Why “House?”’ There is a com-
fortable. cosy, home-like, fireside sound
about the word which is not fully borne
out by vealization. It suggests the hap-
py family anl th> S8aturday night tubb'ng,
whereag a menagerie would often be a
better image, and as the golled lingerie
is always displayed with the utmost pos-
sible opennegs, the public wash house rises
to the mind ag a suitable synonym.

The House, then, is in a moral frame of
mind. Mr. Amyot wants to compel every
body who has no “reasonable excuse’’ to
exercise his franchise and vote at the polis,
unde;- penalty of a ten dollar fine. Mr.
Charlton gerslsts in his efforts to keep peo-
ple at home on Sunday, and Mr. Weldon
hés introduced a Bill for the distranchis-
ing for the term of eight years of electors
found to have taken bribes for their votes,
and for the appointment of commissioners
to make inquiry upon oath into cases
where a petition signed by ~twenty-five
or more electors of any district alleges
that bribery has occurred. As indicating
the pallid existence of that rarve growth,
a standard of high morality in matters po-
litical amongst even a small gection of the
people of Canada, this Bill is at any rate
a curiosity. With those, however, who
know how these things are worked, and
who have faith in the ingenuity with
which selif-interest, which is of course the
basie of all political action, can protect
its own concerns there .will be no alarm.

The proposal of the Ministerial Bill for
allowing life assurances to & limited ex-
tent, $2,000, to members of the civil ser-
vice, 18 & good move and one as much in
the interests of the country ai large, as
of the employees. ¥t makes provision for
the benefit of survivorg a matter of com-
pulsion, and will remove to a considerable
extent, the claims on the country’s sympa-
thy which widows and orphans of deceased
civil gervants now put forward, resulting
often in an undesirable increase of the staff
of departments. It will probably not be
tound to effect to any injurious extent
the operations of the ordinary Life Assur-
ance Companies; indeed, as tending to es-
tablish firmly the prineiple that such a
provision is a matter of duty, it may be
found beneticial to their interests. '

A curiously subtle Bill s that of M. Cho-
quette, the object of which Is to make ad-
misgion to the civil service dependent on
ability to speak, read and write both the
English and French languages. Seeing
thet with almost all classes of Frenchmen
bred in this country the knowledge of
English comes by force of circumstances,
to be as much a matter of course, from
their childhood up, as is the kuowledge of
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their own tongue; whereas, il the‘cw
of the English or Canadian bred, b
not the same compelling force,
them to the acquisition of Frenchs ;
sult, of examinations eonducted 0B ttbe av-
of the proposed Bill must be that ¥
erage Frenchman will pass in triuml’&_ :
ly and with no difficulty, while themv i
age English Canadian will find h
hopelessly barred.
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alluring cerulean tint. iod i
ing fancies of our fashionable bell £
craze for acrostics, for which Lor¢ ol
coursie, A.D.C-, Is responsible. He 36%% o4
it he does not receive it, a prize w
a popular educator. To fathom the pert
mysteries of his clever compositiond
is guch & poring over of dlctlonaf™" .y,
unearthing of guotations, and & gﬂ“‘
ing of historles as wiil, i 1t 1asté o8t
Ottawa an educational hot-bed. I P
ready found one young lady who gas
covered that it was Shakespeare 887
Milton who wrote Love’s Labour p‘l"
and though she is not quite clear ab Po
ent of what precise loss the blin '
sung, she has it clearly lald down 1n€ w
mind that he did contribute somett
the advertising columrs of his dﬂilye A
in that connection. After all, why bf“
er 7—“Les blanches epaules, et 165 s
blancs, n’ont pas besoin de savoir 18 g
majre.” a oot
Ice hockey Is a cult in Ottawa, 8% o
peting teams play under the stim®™ o
thousands of keen eyes and the F0% .,
enthusiastic crowds. Every deed of P
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agllity, or tact, meets with full app and

tion, and the highest, prettiest, Wis€
wtitiest of the city are devoted
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game. Recently our local erack 1087 g

“Qttawas,” whoge laurels now
most respectable bush, galned
ous victory over the Crystals of
taking no less #han 11 out of the

gome reagon, could make no B

With the manliness of all true #Y° g

they gave homest credit to the vietor o
the clase of the game and, caps I Bg:idlﬂ"
ed in the cheers which filled the D% ar
Again the Ottawas defeated bY Dnip""
one, an excellent team from in »
whose individual play made thel g
worthy foes, but who failed in th®

bined action which brings vietory:

the Session opened, Ottawa has a8 ,ai'
been at its gayast. Receptions, dan |

a
ternoon teas, and musical parties htho“"

lowed in quick succession, and 1
nothing wildly exciting has come °t ’
our visitors have not been witho®
tractions. .

The calamity in the shape o
sickness of two of her sons i Englalel w
made v necessary for Lady st&nemeﬂ“
cancel all her entertainment engaﬁﬂ
which ineluded some musical €VeP pothiof
a big ball. There is, of course, 1o
but sympathy for the trouble ¥I¢  pg-
clouded the closing months © o
cellencles’ residence here. It C8% ' 108
trusted that youth and goodo%hC " il
may be effectlve even where med ppY. o2l
i helpless, and that this most RO Fyg 13-
Jovesable family may be able 10 le

ars.
all the sunshine of their past J¢
robabl¥
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