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BIRTIIDA Y TRIOLETS.

OCTOBER is a pleasant time
Tbough violets are fan away.

Around the fine at evening chime
Octoben is a plessant time;
And falling blytbely in its prime

Your bithday makes the seasen gay.
Octoben is a pleasant time

Tbougb violets are fan away.

Loves messages ring througlh the yesm
And birthday voices give the.n speech;

With happy music, sweet and cdean,
Love's messages ring tbrougb the yean
lu friendly geeting--kindly cheer-

With ail the meaninge Love may teach,
Love's messages ring tbrougb the yeam

And bitbday veices give them speech.

Vou know wbat daring worde msy dweil
Ameng the things a yeam may say;

When ail your kindrod wislm yeu well
You know wbat daing words uuay dwell
lu corne one's beant as in a cel

tmprisoned tilI a fetal day
You know what daing worde may dweil

Among the things a year may say.

PI('TUES IN RmED).

if filS is net a leamned treatise on tbe histomy sud future
Lof the Indian race. [t je eiînply a few ougli sketches

of wbat is to-day te ho seen on the eserves of the Ulnited
States,

Like ne other place in the whole wenld is the United
States Indian Resenve. The advancing white man founid
the ovir.g Indian a great bindrance to bis nation build-
ing, and, net wnmying himsecf about after ceneequences,
cast about bini for the best means of tyirmg time nedman
dowu te certain limite. Pew wows were beld and tempt-
ing offera wene made te the Indian if hie would settie
down te a definite regian. Se it came te pass that
to-day vat blecks of land appear as blanke on the mal),
the spot bearing only the words 'I Indian Resenvatian."
Ail reserves are net aliko, but I will attempt te descnibe a
typicai eue.

Early on a sharp November meming I found myself
mui a stage coach driving teward the Ageecy, wbich was in
the heant of the resenvation. Tîme noad at firet led acrs
mound.shaped, ruudtopped bills, euch as eue secs in Cat-
lin's pictures ; the prairie ail areund appearng barmen sud
desolate. Thon we paseed tbmaugb a spasely settled
regien, witb a few pon corn-fieldesud email settiers'
cabine. The noad uext tank an abrupt turu, and we
deeceuded inta the river bottom. Passing in sud eut
of the scant timber, wbicb grew in patches a!ong the bat-
tom, we encountened cleuds of d uet lo wn fnrom mid-riven
sand-bars. Over the river itsecf bung a dense cloud tbat
]ooked like miet, but whicb, the driver eaid, was blown
saud. llow the wind ewept down the valley, sud how
the sandy duet bit juta the flesh. Tbe driver beguiled the
way by describing how the bettam looked durng a memon-
able flood, when ton feet of waten conceaied the road we
were tben travelling. Settiere' bauses gew fewen sud
fewem, until fordiug a apid stream, as higlm as the wbeel
hubs, the driver announced that we weme an the esenva-
tien. Theno were ne bouses of any description fan anme
distance, and thase we firet met with diflered but littie
freni the bernes of the white settlers, and that difference
chiefly Iay in the roof. The bute weno of round legs, laid
in the isual fasbien, but the roof was fommed net eut of
boards aud shingles, but of boards laid from caves te ridge-
pole, sud cavemed witb about tbnee inches of chalk-stone
rubbish. This is kept from rlling off by a raised border
on caves and gable. The steve pipe projected from the
ridge, aud disdained the ides of protection fom a chimney.
As we approached the beant of the Resenve, littie hamlets
of these smal bouses became more frequeut, intenspersed
with teepees with their bnewnisb white canes ; canes that
are white at the bettem, sud gradually ehade inta a deep
black at the apex tbmeugh the action of the smoke of the
fine witbin. Evideuces of civilization wene net wanting.
Hoeesud there were littie patches of Indian cern, sud
occasionally a few patate bille, while frequent smail, black
stacks of bay sbnwed that the cattle would bave semething
ta est during the approacbing wintem. The stables are
even more curiaus than bouses sud teepees. Tbey are
made of pales sud bay. A double raw of pales is driven
inte the gneuud around the desimod spare ; hay is preseed
tigbtly dewn between them, horizontal paies being laid in
at intervals ; polos are laid acrose the space sud cevened
wth bay, sud the whole is camplete. An epening je of
course ieft fan the dean, whîcb is made in the usual man-
non ; windows, se fan as I am awamo, are unknewu in bay
stables. Many of these odd--leoking structures are fairly

large, and will hold quite two dozen animais. Venti1aýion
is of course perfect, and, should fodder become scarce in
spring, the thrifty drover can remove the poles with which
the inside is protected, and literally allow bis stock to eat
their way out into snmmier. Now and again ive passed a
waggon drawn by fair looking horses, and containing wood
or hay. Seated on top, dressed in white man's attire, was
the red owner of the team, his long flowing bau' proclaim-
ing that he had not yet becomne wholly converted te the
white man's ways. Walking along the road were bright
shawled squaws of ail ages, some with burdens, some with
children, ail bareheaded. The wondering littie face looks
out over the mother's shoulder at the passer by, but sel-
dom shows its surprise or fear in anything more than
looks. Other squaws drive waggons rapidly and dexter-
ously along the rough rcad, wbile here and there may be
seen a waggon filled witli material for a new house, logs or
chaik-rock rubbish. Life has its phases bere as elsewhere.
As we passed on we noticed several young men making
homes for their prospective wives ; wbile at several places
groups of old squaws, seated upon the ground, told that seau-
dai was as if e as in any gossip-cursed eastern village. In
front of many of the houses, and generally some few steps
froin them, was a shade made of poles laid upon forked
sticks, the whole covered with hay. Ilere in 8ultry sum-
mer days, arnied witb a turkey-wing fan, the eiders of the
bousehold sit at ease, while the children gambol about
them.

Several times across our road passed a strange caval-
cade. Fifteen or twenty boys mounted on saddieless ponies
galioped up and down over the his, shouting and laugbhing.
This pastime is indulged in when stray ponies corne witbin
reach, and is especially te be iîoticed tuward evening as the
herders bogin to corne in. We were nearing the Agency
and the scene became more spinited. Old men staid as
Quakers, yielding but little to modemn ideas, stalked about
with an air of great importance. Tbey were enveloped ini
a single bianket of blue, falling in graceful folds almost to
the ankie, one corner nearly sweeping the ground. Fromn
beneath this peep out embroidered moccasins and leg'ging.
The head is swathed washer-woman fashion in a rcd ban-
dana, while the whole is surmotirted by a highi-crowned
feit bat, the band of which is a marvel of oolour. Child-
mon bad not been wanting along the road, bat as we
advanced the number increased. Little boys, hatless, and
with long braided bain, vied wjth littie girls equally fleet-
f ooted in racingy af ter our waggon. Largcr boys are throw-
îng lithe wands along the ground witb a peculiar skipping
motion, or elsa by a dexterous twist, causing them te strike
against the ground and then fly upward, reindinig one
strongly of the Australian boomerang. WVaggons4 were
more frequent, and the number of shiot Lruns ca rried shows
that gamo i8 înet by any means extinct. One looks in vain
for the novelist's ideul Indian beauty. There are good
faces now and again, g0oo eyes, good teeth, good Complex-
ion, but there is a lack of carniage in the figure and viva-
city in the countenance, wbich we have learned to look for
in the white woman. Girls of fourteen and fifteen sat in
picturesque groups near tîeir homes, a bright sbawl form-
ingY about thern a cotte of colour froin near the apex of
which peeped out dark inquisitive eyes. Dogs fornied a
sort of background for the whole pictuma. It seemned as if
some great souled city had gathered up ail its wortbless,
îmangy anti disteînpered curs, and sent them out here.
They are net given te barking during the day, but hiave a
most unpleasaut fashiom of sneaking about witb a cold
riose uncomfortably close to the caîf of the leg. At niglit,
bowever, the sulent creature of the day howls most diHmaliy,
and must, 1 tbink, be one of the missionary's heaviest
crosses.

But we had got on, andl now the wre fence of the
Government scbool farm was beside our track, and the
great barracky building of the school bad become a prom-
mnent feature of the landscape. On frther, and the
school was clos(, at hand, loeking the more ugly than
befome. Soon we wero in the village about the agency.
Here is the square bulky form of the [ssue Flouse, near it
the Indian Office, the Agent's office, surmounted by a
bell, the licensed trader's store, the Agent'd lhouse, the
wooden jail, îron-bound like an ancient strong box, the
Agency shops witb high smokestack, and off to one side
the modest mission church, backed by the mission house
and achool. Most of the buildings are of wood, painted
white or yellow, and are thrown together as it pleased
the builders se that the main thoroughfare is vague and
winding, and thene are tbrougbotit patches of comeon on
wbicb chiidren play and ponies grazP. Before the village
is the rapid, shallow river with sandy bluff.- on the opposite
shore, wbile bebind ise rounded bis upon the top, of
which gleam the white fences of grave plots, and bere and
there a long blanketed bundie on a raised platform tells
that snme Indian bas died a beathen, and been laid to rest
after the manner of bis fathers.

TER ISSUE.

Wbile the "Issue " is not unknown on Canadien
Reserves, stili it bas been kept down to as low a point as
possible, but on many reserves of the United States this
pernicious, pauperizing scbeme bas got such a footing
tbat it will be very difflcult to get nid of it. Lt arose simply
because the Indians conflned strictly to a small resarve,
and, knowing notbing of farming, would have starved bad
not the Government issued provisions at regular intervals.
This ie now generally termed Il the issue." Let us try
then to get a mental picture of this Western Pension

Bureau. Imagine a great square stone building, bare 05
a jail, its architecture that of a huge packing box. Near
it is a emaller building of wood in which is kept annuitY
gaoods, which are issued just before winter sets in. Betweec
these is a level space upon wbich in odered ranks, are set
reapers, mowers, bayrakes and one or two threshiflg
machines used on the neserve.

The fequency of issue varies, but usually it takeo
place once a week. Long before daybreak, Indians bave
begun to drive in to get the misenable dole that the
(4overnment grants. As I walked through the Agene)
about ten o'clock, the littie village was alive witb Indianas
Waggons were standing on the strip of ground along the
river, and horses and polies of ail grades were eating froiD
the waggon boxes, or picking up food at large as best they
could. Indians were everywhere. Indians in civil-Z
dress ; Indians in blankets aud paint and featbers;
Indiamîs in sbawls, and Indians almoet in the garb that
Adain wore, sbivering in that chill October blast. It
seemed as if a fair and a funeral were mingled. There
was plenty of colour and livelines: there was enough
and more of ags and sorrow. Around the Issue flouse
door wene gathered a crowd cf woineli, some sbrivelled,
hamdened, impudent; some simply old and resigned ; soin'
middle-aged and iooking baîf ashamed te accept dole;
and sonie young and modet, erect and caimely, endea vouring
to escape tbe observation of ail but the necessaîy offciala-
Crowding thnougb the wide door, I found myseif in l'
great square whitewashed room. I say whitewashed, buit
its original colouring could now only be seen bigli up 011
the romgh etone wails. Cobwebs graced the dusty Win'
dows and the beams of the ceîling. Across the opp0 3ite
side of the room was a long wida counter, and the rigzhe
haif of this was guarded by a railing after the maniner O
a bailk counter, save that the delicate bank railin W85

replaced by a nusty iron picket fence. Bebind this stood
a weary, dust covered youn g man, the Issue clerk 1 ad befOme
him were spnead eut the lists containing the naines0
every bead of a family on that reserve. Beside iini gtOOd
a native policeman in uniform, another leaned against the
wall. A witbered old woman approacbed the loop-1bO1e
ini the fence and banded the clerk a greasy tag, such as is
used in shipping merchandise. Tbis is the "lticket " up 0

it is the name and number of the bolder, and the quant t!
of rations each is te receive. We bave reacbed the stzige
of numbering men. But to return, the clerk took th'
ticket, tapped the bolder's baud witb bis pencil as a Bigi"
tbat she bad toucbed the writing instrument, and then
put a mark against the printed name. The ticket8 were plIt
down in pile, from the bottomi of wbicb another clerk,
seated near a scalo, took one at a time, gi ving out the
name in a sonomous monotone. Listen te the namnes:
Wee-na-tong-ka, Is-ael IRuuuing Rabbit, Grever Cleve'
land, Mary Yellowdog, and se on througbh a list of Indieff
naines unproneuncealule, and En 'glis i naies, woderfuî'
As the namne was called, the clemk sbifted tbe weight 0'
the scale bar te the proper number of pounds ; the persol
namc-d came fomward and handed a sm-tiall bag to an Irndiffi
wonker standing over a great fleur bin at the other sd
of the scale. Long practice bad given bim tbe power t'
calculate te a nicety, and from bis big scoop be droppeU
just the quantity required. The scalo balanced, and , witb
a fuill-arn swing,-the bag was tossed across the ceenter
te the woman. In the meantime, the clemk at the .5051e,
Iby simiply holding up his ingers, 1usd signified te anothef
lnCian bow mauy rations of beef are requireci fer the
person at tbe counter, aud while the fleur was beiig
weigbed, lhe booked up a piece of beef frein eue of sevelri'
tables, and threw it witb a dexterous jerk upemi the countef
near the fleur bsg. Tbe persori for wboni it was intended
put the beef in another bag aud retired te make room for
Henry Irving, or Iron-legged Bull, or wboever it îoa3Y
be wbose ticket lay next on the pile.

Let us look at the man at the fleur bin. Hie w55 .
grand specimen of the chi mcd man ; prominent nel5

high cbeek lenes, braided hair down bis back. At bis side
in a fanciful case was an ugly looking kuife, used in ope"'
ing fleur bags ; but one feit as he looked at it, that in
eamier days it bad a very different use. Tbe meat slinger,-
if I may se ternu bimn, was almost a giant ; but be ihad
net, despite bis bloedy clothes, the determnined look of tue'
ONd mn.

And se this thing went on boum after boum, frem eatil
monuin'g until late afteruoon. Theme was tbat same Bilemnt
collection of human beings outside the bars in aIl stages O
misery, shamne aud wetchedness. Inside the bars there WO5

the mainle menotonous routine, the saine calling of long~
dmawn names, and the samne machine-like swiuging of fleUr
bag and meat book. No tengue, ne peu can do justice to
tbat scene. Once looked upon, it is indelibly stamped upOfl
the memory. Just fancy an intelligent bunisu beiflg
having bis food thnown at bim as it were te a dog. Ca0

we Wonder that the Indian gives trouble ? Wh,"ou
net rather knew that the Indian's spirit gslled under suCb
tneatment, and that ho desired te get away from uit rathof
than, like a bandened pauper, ho profermed teolive an abject
of a more brutal, more degmading feeding systemi than the
cattie in the Government barn.

THE GODLES5 OOvERNMENT SOHOOL.

The United States secular Indian boanding school h111
mauy champions, and for the benefit of those Wbo mijal
neyer bave seen one, I shall descnibe a real scbool al
one that is net by any means tbe womst that migbt be
picked upen.

Everytbing tîat the United States makes for the


