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THE WEEK.
better part of a week, presents a phase of our national liiwhicb bolda its own important position among our orgaiized, aggressive, and persevering factors. Morn, noon annight the women met, reportcd, debated, reasoned, appeale
and convinced, in a manner which must forever have sat rest the insinuating speculations about their specil
sphere, and must have finally decided that, in the Provinc
of Quebec at least, the sphere of woman is dictated anlimited only by what she can do. If the same test werrelentlessly applied to the sphere of man we should prolably see a greater uphenval of society than could have beepredicted by the most superstitious advocate or opponen
of the improvem~nt of the status of woman. So quietlhave women opened their eye~i; so gradually have the,drawn themselves together; so feminately (flot elierninatelb
that is confined to men) have they laid before themselve
certain privileges, claimed thein, and won ; so Unostentatiously are they enjoying the privileges and fulfihling aithe conditions exacted of these privileges, that we have t.
hethink ourseives before we can say where we are.

The amount of business hrought hefore the eonferencç
and the spirit in which it was introduced and discussed
were equaiiy credible. Reports, departrnents, delegate~
followed each other in a fashion rather surprising, at leason our side of the lino. Miss Barber, in giving in he:year's report, as Superintendent of the Prison and Rescu~Work of the Union, made a stateinent and an appeal whiclhas been deemed worthv of special publication. FronNova Scotia to British Columbia, 2,500 letters have beer
sent to prisoners througb the Letter Mission. Books ancmagazines have been supplied to them. The tobaccc
piedge lias been added to that of temperance among boysAn apîeal was made for a Provincial Protestant iReform.
atory Prison, where a system of thorough classificatioz
mîght ho carried out. At present young girls must he
put into the common gaol with old and hardened criminals.
The feature of Miss Barber's report is ber Shelter Homeopen day and night, and whîch bas received 1,000 outcasts.Ail these unfortunates, however, are flot our own. The
hall' o/ thern corne frorn England, and anotber fourth fromScotland and Ireland, doubtiess, among the "able-bodied
that ~e are so blindly coaxing and paying to corne to ourshores. These are the beings who at one and the sainetime swell the boast of our Dominion Immigration Returns
and tbe accommodation of our bospîtaîs and prisons. Anyone who was privileged to listen to Miss Barber's report.
lier bands and her heart fresh from living contact witb tbe
iniquity, disoase and misery wbicb is in the world, andwhîch the world, J mean the world's own world, littie
dreams of, must iiave been struck with the ghastly pre-tence to Christianizing life which "our severai denomi-
nations" as we caîl thern, daim.

Our Jewish fellow-citizens have celebrated their New-Year's Day, tbe 5650th. In the varjous synagogues im-posing ceremonial services were performed, with impressive
sermons and the sounding sko/ar calling tbe people to atsmely repentance, and a sense of the llight of time.

Tbe Montreal Presbytery bave discussed the advis-ability of holding evening sessions to encourage a wider
interest in the governinent of the Church.

VILLE MAniE.

LONDON DOUKMEN.

A SONNET.
Nov wails of wood, for iron, nor triple steel,
Old England, are thy strongest, surost guarci,
But those vast armies who, for small reward,
'roil weekly underneath Oppression's heel,
Wbo, thougb their heavy burdens make them reel
And drop from very weariness anci pain,
Turn flot on those wbo rob them of their gain,
But humbly pleaci in piteous appeal.
O soagirt isle, so long as tbese endure,
So long in splendour may'st thou rule tbe waves,
Aîîd from their wealth in lordiy homos secure
W0 îi may thy nobles fee thoir toiîing slaves,
-For thou art rich becauso thou hast such poor,
Anci thou art poor because thou hast such knaves.

WILLIAM MCGILL.
¶11E LOVE 0F NQTORJEI7Y

MONG tbe vast changes which bave passeci over theA civilizeci world .wi~hinfltho rnen3ory of living men,
Ofle, comparativoly think, hithertoescapeci observation. It is the disestablishinent of fame.
Froin earliest classic days to the ver g e of our own, thedesîro of renown, the thîrst for faine, was a passion not
inerely readily confesseci, but boastfuîîy claimeci as higbly0 Oininendablo in itself, anci befltting the character of the
pureet patriot or tho loftiest poot. it were to run overthe Whole field of hterature froin Pindar to Pope, to ex-hibit tbe ingonuous candor Wborewith the anxioty to hocelebrated tbe longing for tbe "laurel crown," the desire
that bis naine sijoulci be" truIflpeted~~ of the "goddess,"
Was avowed by, or attrîbuteci confidently to, ovory con-
quero~ Statesman, artist, or Poot. To remain "to fortuneand t0 fame unknown" was an unbearable grievance inthe eyes of the man wbo gave " Endyuîion" to tbe world,
anci Wbose soul Shelley thought ~

J3eckoning from the Like a star
abodeî Wflere the eternal are.Qreeks anci Romans heiieved, with Piiny, that "thehappîest of ail mon ~s be who lives ~xi the cOiiSdiOUs cer-tainty ~f posthumous faine"; arici the renaissance, which

was the ghost of paganism revisiting Europe, re-entbroned
the old goddoss on high, and manifostly counted berci wreath as immeasurably more splendid than the aureole ofci a saint. The moekest of Christian ecclesiastics, wbo bad~t preached the Beatitudes ail bis days, was, if he attaineci toa hishopric, certain to be commemoratod on bis monument

e by an epitapli inciuding some sucb unes as:
d
*e Cu1us in lasdibu.~ cc1ebïa,,d,,.~

Ncr Favui loqaaà',n and in extreme cases to take bis final rest under a sprawl-*~ ing marbîs woman armed witb a two-foot-long trumpet.Nothing brought home to tbe consciousness of mon of ourgenoration the fact that the love of fame was gone out of date,SO thorougbly as the simplicity of the iast of the true Greek-
souled artists, John Gibson, who was wont to tbe ond ofbis days to confess it in the most startling manner, and

.î toue bonnement loft his whoie fortune of £3.2,000 to per-
petuate bis "fame" by the erection of a gallery of bisworks, under the auspices of the Royal Academy. Wecnay look in vain in 1890 for any scuiptor, poet, politician,
or soidier who wiil avow that ho works or writes or fights
for faine. Thore may be some who, consciously or uncon-

t scîousîy, exort themselves under the stimulus of such ar motive ; but not one wbo will confess it, in view of thehurricane of ridicule and "chaif" which the adunission
wouid caîl forth. It is the correct thing to assume that
we labour from pure patriotisin or philanthropy, or fromdisinterested devotion to science or art, or even, quitecandidiy, for tbe sake of filthy lucre. There is no danger
of exciting ridicule by professing any of these motives,
high or low. But to admit that we tiîirst for fame, andact witb a view to winning it, would be to make ourselves
the laughing-stock of our contomporaries.Sucli a change in tho common estimate of a once uni-versaîîy-applauded passion is, of itself, noteworthy. Itbecomes still more singular wben we find, growing up inthe vacant place, a bastard-brother sentiment, the love of
notoriety, anci observe that tbough no man yet openlyavows harbouring thîs last in bis breast, multitudes arecredited with it both by friends and focs, and not thougbt
much the worse of in consequence. To confess to theambition for faine would be to faîl into mock-heroics ancibathos and become the mark of satire. To betray the
love of notoriety may be slightly vulgar, but readily
passes muster as a rather amiable weakness by no meansridiculous, but, on the contrary, POssessing many advan
tages, polîtîcal anci commercial.

According to Johnson's definition, "notoriousness" isa Word 'c commonly useci of things known to tbeir disad-vantage." Faine is, of course (unless modified by some
depreciatory
known to adjective), understood to refer to tbingsdid their advantage, deeds worthy of praise, "splen-transactions," of wbicb the superlative degree is"glorious." ilere we arrive at the remarkabîe conclusion,
that inen have ceased to 9 vow their desire to be renownedfor " thîngs known to their acivantage," but are notashameci 0f being supposed to desire to ho renowned forthings known to their disacivantage l Notoriety, in short,is faine, minus that element of honour and approval of thepublic conscience which rendereci the thirst for it coin-
mendable Mon in our own day, like gluttons, care forthe quantity of their celebrity, not, like gourmets, for itsquality. Carrieci to its proper reducejo ad absurdum, wesee this state of feeling exemplified by tho young readers
of "penny cireacifuls" wbo sigh for tbe renown of a DickTurpin, anci are indifferent to the prizes of their villagescbool. ~t inay flot ho wasted turne to make a little stuciy
of tbis modem love of notoriety, which is pervading SOmany bearts in Europe, and still more (it is commonly
helieveci) in America, and which bicis faim to becorne animportant factor in buman concerns in ail future generations. What are the essential springs of the Sentiment,
and wbat are its daims to contempt or sympathy iIf trutb, themo are (iegitimately) in every buman soul
two opposîng forces : the centripetal, which dmaws us toour kind, and the centrifugal, wbich causes us to isolatooursoîves. We are împeiied by an inward necessity toseek a social existence anci So croate buman socioty, anci sat the Saine tino to vindicate the groat fact of porsonaîity,
and so socure inciîviciuality. Even the humbiest mancannot, without breaking the law of bis being, allow bispemsonaîity to ho swaniped or inergeci in that of another or
of any corporate bociy, or sink from a man into a nuin ber.The prison authorities who, for thoir own convenielice, or sperhaps witb the bumane intention of effacing blackmoduced 

convidts 

frorn 
"George 

or "John"

records, hav "s ~or "Jane, to "Nuin ber Fifty4hree" or ix unured panci Forty or " 0 ~ ~ Thousanci and Ninety-five" have ail nlin wittin gly createci a new source of distumbance and revoit, Aa source Wbich unhappily works most Persistentiy iii the f~higber~natum 0~ criniînaîs, of whom oacb in bis dim way Ffeels that le muse assert bis individuality, musC ho floticeci pfor sometbîng as a man, anci not ho counteci ovor as anumber This "soinething" is, of course, wbere so littlefreedoin oxîsts, more frequently rebellious disorcier than ai
gooci conciuct. .

My attention Was fimst awakened to this fact of psycho pi
iogy wben I
friend, Ma p for some yeams to aid my venemateci ceLocige Re ry Carpenter, h~ lier iabours of love at Reci ref ormato~. for Oriminal Girls. Our poor littie t~charges, wbo haci ail been committeci to tho roformatory fufor theft or SOine other offence, were of course drosseci in leuniforin, anci tmeated with the greatoat possible equaiity of th
justice anci
tbe ~ tenderneas But every one of thein, down to asmiserable, saddened littie croatume, requimed to mho indiviciuaiîy

noticoci, praised, bianaed, lookeci at, anci ca

acidresseci hy naine. Any negleet to follow this rule iii-variably led to self-assertion anj naughtiness, culminating
sometimes in apparently motiveless fury. Outside ofprisons, the sanie necessity for tise vindication of the egoexists, thougli it naturaily assumes iess offl~nsive forms.
Where the fuIl tribute to fit is paici by atUectionate anci
appreciatîve friencis, it nover neecis to emerge into activity.It is easy to ho humble when ail arounci us love and praise
us. The difficuity is to avoid angry self assertion wben
our neigbbours ignore alike our good anci cvii quahities, or
treat us as nullities.

Viewed froin this stancipoint we may tinci, I think, exen
in the vuigar love of notoriety, a developinent, coarse and
excessive indeeci, but stili a genuine development, oflegitimate seif.assertion. Or we înay even go further, and
say that it is also an abnormal developuient of the morethan legitimate, the righteous and beautiful, desîre for thesympathy of our kind. The public speaker who for thefirst turne masters bis voice anci words, and feels the tbrill
of a common emotion passing eieetricaliy betwef'n himself
and bis audiejîce, experiences an enrichment, an enlarge-mont of bis personal life, whi~l1 is a revelation of theresources of bu maii sympathy, bîciden forever in thoso
dumb lîves wbîch tînci no outlet either in tongue or peu.It may, perbaps, to some natures supply soîîsething of tAiesaine kind of extendeci anci multiplieci personality, to win
notoriety, anci to know their naines ami acts to be ou
many lips.

But, on tho threshold of notoniety, for whatsoever
reason it may ho sought or coveteci (of course, it is oftensiniply a inatter of trade profits, anci worth SO inanypouncis or dollars), we are bounci to mecognize the existence
of those opposing tastes as regards publicîty anci privacy,which, as they may be partitioneci, inevitably render
notoriety pur et simple a pleasure or a pain. To- the inanwbo inherits the old-worid sentiments (or pre.judices,
whichever we may caîl thein> in favour of privacy, it liiimpossible that notoriety, even of the înost favourable
kind, shoulci not bring with it a sense of violation of the
bienséances, of being "rubbed the wrong way," of derogation of dîgnîty, almost sucli as is felt by the poor ininateof an Eastern zenana whcn brought unveileci into tho
street. On the othen hanci, a man or woman brouglit upwitb the famiiiar sense of publicity, for instance, a personconnectd with the stage, generaily accepts any ainount of
notoriety without roughening a hair.

The diflerence extends to nations. On no subject doEnglish and American tastes ciufB~î- more widely than onthe pains anci pleasuîes of publicity. The average
Englishman, froin the bîghest to the lowest, entertaîns aprofounci conviction that pnivacy is ah iîîvaluable privilege
for wbicb it is quite womth wlîile to barter, as regards bi~abode anci grouncis, liglit, air, anci beauty; and as regards
bis domestic circle, ail tue intellectual pleasures cf variecisociety. If lie be owner of a fine estate, ho builcis a highwali o r a lofty paling, often excluding lovely anci e'dend~-dviews, round bis park; anci if lie 1)0 a shop-keeper, lie
prefers to spenci u suininer evenîng iii a stuffy back parlour
bebinci imponotrable blincis, rather tlsaiî to sit, as a Frexîcli-
inan or German doeî. every evening, at a table before acafé in the airiest anci liveliest street. Even the Britislîcirucige wbo eamns ber scan t livelihooci as a charwoînan,
will boast that when she goos "home" to bei' poor lociging~
room, she "aiways keeps berseif to herseif," and ignores
witb conscious pride the occupant of the adjacent garrot.Until the rise of the pestiient "society papers"in London,
no public journal descriheci the homes, tAie furniture, the
lress, or the habits of eminen t mon aîîci women, exceptperhaps in the case of a grandiose Morning l'est report ofparticularly splendid bail or stato duîîîîer, or tise court
nillinors' list of dresses at tlîe Queen's drawing-moom.
Even to this day, wlîon ail mann or of broaches have beonnade in the wall of the Englishman'5 "castie," ho roumains
ittaclieci to the idea of a broaci distinction between public
md privato lifo, anci mesents any infringement of the -Unevbere ho stili flatters bimself lie can divide bimseiC, as arivato individual, f rom himseif as a statesman, autîjor, orîrtist. The Quoen antI ber great poot laureate, at the
ummît of aIl "faine," are pombaps in the wboie iiatioj~ thewo who would feol mnost indignant at any invasion of
beir still-reserveci pmivacy.

llaving nover oxîjoyeci the privilege of a visit to theJnited Statos, I arn not in a position to descnibe accurately
ho cornent sentiment of Arnericans Ou this subject, but
uch oxporiemide as I anci mnany friencis have liaci, anci tueihole tono of Amenican ature antI ~ourîiaiism 110 far
s is known to me, indicate that the invasion of a man's
mivacy, 50 fan from being beld to constitute an affront, is~then foit in America to involve a compliment An
Linerican OxpOcts to receive smiling tlîamîks froin bis~iend for publishing a paragmaph about bm5 for wlîich an
ngiisbman would fear lie usiglit be "cnt." The American
ractico of combining the duties of a lea(ler-wniter to aroat newspaper witb that of pumveyor of news (a union oftîties unheard of in English jourîsalisin), must ho partly
~swerable for the bommici fashion of ovenlasting porsonal
,ssip whicb the London socioty newspapers have unhap-
Lly introduceci into Englanci. SOino tinie ago, an Amen
Lf gentleman, who coulci scarcely bave Leen a coininoîs
porter, asked me in a pnîvate letter to toîl hirn wlîo were
e ladies auîci gentlemen who haci subscnibed to swell and whicb lie was collecting for a special purpose. In a
ttor (wbicb I supposeci wouid be oqually privato) I gavo.e desireci information, anci tison, to my unhoundoci
tonishinent, nocoiveci a note froni the imiquiror, saying ho
eant to publish my intemesting repiy iii a certain Amen-n newspaper. ICnowiiîg how rnuch the pensons con-


