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'ILIHE NATURE AND SI>IERE OF POLITICAL

SCIENCE.

A LTI OUGHI froin one point of viell Political Science is quite

.1 a new developrnierit, yet frorîî anotlier 't 1 i,;bt the revival

of an 01(1 lne of thought xvhicli folind its inost coIfllte expres-

sion in the I)Ol-itcs of Aristotle.

jBefore tliey suffered polîtical extinction. the Greeks andj Ro-

mnris bad brotigbt the social and legý1al sides of Political Scienec

to a vcry advanced point. But, froni tliat tinte îloWn to the

(lawf of the moudern era, sncb a science was rCn(lere1 practically

imlpossible tlitough the absence of the conditions on \vhich it

depends. As a living brancbi of study it implies this first condition,

that the well-being of at least a conisiderable section of the corn-

munity sbould be recognized as the basis of govcrrncnt and law.

\Vbere law and authority are expressed in the arbitrary coin-

niands of a despotic ruler Political Science cannot tlourisb.

l'rue, tbere were \vriters on certain elemnents of the subject

during, and immnediately after, the Middle Ag' es ; but they produc-

ed, for the inost part, mnere echoes of the earlier writings, quite

ont of harmony witli the conditions of their tirne. Only one newv

question arose to disturb the philosophic calmn of ail tbose

troubled centuries, the question as to wvhether tbe emiperor or the

pope sbould exercise the supreme autbority in the state. This

wvas the occas;ion of the only tw'o political w'orks., of any conse-


