
PUBLIC Il ITHOUT PROTECTION AGA INST
THE USE 0F PJRE-TRAPS - ILL-FA TED
STRUCTU'RE AT TILLSONI3URG QYL 1' ONE
0F A Tl-OUSAND IN TH E DOMIINION. - -LEGAL PROTECTION is afforded the hiotel ke1 -

an against beiiîg defrauded by the manl ss'o île-
glacts ar refuses to pay hit hotel bill. If a guest

alsscaiîds -and stirrcptitioisly evades payîîieiît for "service
retiîderedl,' hae is arrested aîîd tlsrows in j ait. BInS shat
pro achion doas the lw give to thse mail that is obliged
to psy for a serv'ice nat rcnderad and loses lus lufe lue-
causu of the iîîadequîacy of tlîis service?

We ask %vliat protection lias the public againsi the
iîiggardly, criinial polic>. of thea lotel-luetier who does
îlot conduct lus businîess (licansed b1y the Gos'eriîîîcîîî
iii a structure Iliat gives sane ileasure of safety te tlîase
,%vlîose businecss requires tlîenî ta patroisîze blis liotel.
Wvîhih lia jýs fakilaî taeqni w(l11 ith 1,l1e Ileeassiry îîîean1s
of protection ini case of lire.

Tha law prateets the tiotel-keeper agaiîîst seing de-
fratidcd of s ac eadllars bc' a disliottest -tiegt. but fails
ta lîrateet the if faa the guest «a.gauil st the criiîliii lu
necgligent. closelisted liotal-keepe)r wlbo <lacs îlot proviile
a suitable struîctuîre in whicis a man nsay take a isighit's
rest crithout takiîîg lus life iii lus own biands.

The Queceus tiotai at Tillsoîiburg, receîitly destrayed
1>' lire, is onlly une ai thoisaiîds of strucîtures of liku
ilaîsîre thraughiotit tihe Doiniion, iii w'hiclî iîîeîî are li-
ceîîsed to serve the pubîlic withaut thue laast appiarenit cou-
siîlcratiaî being gis'eî ta safeguarîls i.-ainst the lots of
lufe. prapert.y. or permansîent badily iîljury iii ev'anî of lire.
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'rhere %Va13 nothiîîg surprising ini tbis recent lire that
taak; Ïts toli of t*wvo lives and serions 1)0<111> ijury ta six.

unless il: svs <liat such lires are flot mnore frequent andi
tilat thie list of fatalities %vas îîot grenter. Th'le tivo iivs'c
that wcrc ]est are sinmply sacrifices -t0 the crimîniial greed
of the proprictor uipon the altar of governiment shortsighit-
cdncess and officiai ilegligenice.

A nuan who wvotild use a I>tilding of the saine type of
constructionî and eqtilenit as thec Queen's liotel for a
wareliouse for the storage of inv commercial comîuodity
ot4îsr than ice, wvould be considered littie short of insane.
Fire insurance conipaîliCs wotild refuse to give Iiiîu insur-
auce.ou suich a risk. But a man is licensed hy the Gov-
eriiiient to uise stich a structure for the "storage" of -hu-
mani lives and the proprictor lias no riesire to use a better
class of structure than required, because lie is not Iegal/v
responsilile for the lis'es of Ilis guiests.

H-untai life represeîîts no comnmercial value ta Iiiii.

OUEENVS HOTIEL. 'IILLSOi\1I3URG-A GOOD
BýUILDIN\G FOR AI BONFIIRE-AN\ ANTI-
OUITED "TIN*DEiR BOX" WVITH NO i1IEANS
FOR ESCAPE.------- -- -- -- --THE QUEEN'S HOTEL was a Ilîrse story franie

structure constructeti on the siînplest lines af
fraine construction of thirty yesrs ago. Ini plan

and arrangement no consideration hand heen given ta
nîcains of escape in case of lire. It sias sinupiy a square
frame building, svitlî wood staircises, the top) tîvo floars
of which svere apportioned off 11110 narrosv halls and snmail
bedroonma. Every miaterial uised ini its construction 5555
of tlie inosI iliflaminiable nature. Its exterior appearance
gave unnîiiistakable es'idence ai ils age, and suggested the
impression Iliat if îlot slîortly torii dosvn, it wvauld have
ta affect its own destruction eitlier by buriig or col-
1apsing.

If seoma patriotic towni desired ta celabrate Guy
Fawkcs' <la' svîti a iliainiutl baîîlire. 111e> coîîld flot
hiave sclected bet-ter iîaterials ta miake a <îuick. glanions
blaza tlî,i thlose of \vliici tlîis hotal ivas constructed, vor
caîîld the>' have huilt or selected a stack of debris. or a
desertcd worthless structure dlit wvuld have given thie
desired effeet ini a great blaze botter tlîaî ivoulul thîe
Queeiî's T-bIde at Tillsoiîburg.

Weare told that ini luis, thîe ver>' exempilication of lire.
Irai> building conistruction. es'ei the few safegitaruls pro-
vided by lave, iii a ratîser iîîdifferent ianuer, in thîe shape of
lire rapes, anîd lire escalles, were niegtcctcdl anîd %shen îthe
lire l>rake ont the iiiiîîates fauîîcl tîcîinscls'es closed tip ini
a hlaziiîg ,tiruder box", îitlîast ail>' mleans af escape.
W\ould that the agoilizing torture of the hast moamcnts af

the siîfortuîîate victilîls could hae forevar painted tipoîî
thie mîiiîcs of tiiose respoaisilc for Ilci r deatlîs

It is saitl that nîany liotel-keepers ohject ta firc as-
capes isecause they suggest a mneans of jumîîpinîg 1is b>'


