
for abstraction from actuai hie, and absorption'into Deity,
thp perfection of Oriental dreaniers 1. Read on : "And

t4y .Father which seeth in secret himself shalh reward
thes openly.11 And now, what is this reward , -this

open .reward of secret prayer, this open resuit of secret
devotion, this rmtuLrn outward, consequent upon the retreat
iuward? Who can question the meaning of Jeas ' The
reward is in the fruits of praýyer ; ini r 'ighteous character;
-in worthy action ; in efforts blessed for good ; in greater

power and greater success of usefuines; ini increased
desire and augmented energy to do the will of God and
finish-his work. For, surely, it la not outward prosperity,

an inc.rease of earthly goods, a larger share of temporal
comforts, or any sueh outward things as the selfish and
the sensual mind covets, to wh ich Jestis alluded, or which
that-soul would, think ofcraving whicli would leave the
,woôrId -and shut itself up in the closet for rpiritt*iI commu-
nion with God. Nay, Jesus manifestly designed, not to,
lead us away froni outward action, from social duties, from,
thoughts and works of benevolence, by leading us to the
eloset; but in very deed to qualify us more fully, and pre-
pare -us more thoroughly, and quicken us more powerfully,
for these very resuits.

He leads us directly and simply to the very fount of
religions life, - the source of ail spiritual wisdorm and
holy inifluence,-ý the aprin g of ail useful and happy action,
ail*sticcessful «work. If, then, we were consulting only
foi outward results, - if we were surveying the field of
cur associated enterprise witb. the single object of its
more extenisive culture and more stuccessftal husbandry-
if the only. questioig with us- were how to enlarge Our
Chuoehea iugment'S o soiated influence, and extend


