
SOMETHING ABOUT JELLY-FISHES. *

Another form, called Cyanéa, often attains
an immense size. Mr. A. Agassiz gives an
account of one that measured seven feet
across the disk, and whose appendages stretch-
cd out to the length of one hundred and
twelve feet; their average size, however, is
about one-third the dimensions just given.

The nettling sensation produced by certain
Jelly-fishes, when brought in contact with the
naked body, has long excited the attention of
naturalists. The Cyanea is one of the most
formidable in this respect, and Prof. Edward
Forbes describes an English species as "the
terror of tender-skinned bathers. With its
broad, tawny, festooned, and scalloped disk,
often a full foot or more across it flaps its way

Jelly-fishes. How the successive stages were
described by different zoologists as entirely
distinct animals, until at last it was proved
that they all represented the different stages
of growth of one animal. The Aurelia, for
example, gives origin to little locomotive
eggs; these, swimming in shoals, finally effect
lodgments on the rocks, one end beconing
attached, and the other throwing out little
tentacles. In this condition they resemble
miniature polyps. Gradually they inCrease in
length, and little transverse seams or con-
strictions, appear on the sides of the body;
these constrictions deepening, and their edges
becoming scalloped. Finally, the seams have
deepened to such an extent that their appear-

through the yielding waters, and drags after an2e has been compared to a pile of saucers.
it a long train of riband-like arms, and seem- hey become scparatcd one after the
ingly interminable tails, marking its course other, oach turning upside down, and swim-
when the body is far away from us. Once ming off free Jelly-fishos. In tiis stage, they
tangled in its trailing 'hair,' the unfortunate, ar called Ephyra, and are entirely unlike
who lias recklessly ventured across the grace- their parent in appearance. By the fali tie-
ful monster's path, too soon writhes in prick- will bave attained their aduit fori, and a dia-
ly torture. Every struggle but binds the poi- meter of twelve or more incites.
Sonous threads more firmly round his body By far the greater number of our smaller
and then there is no eschpe; for, when the Jelly-fishes ielong to auother order called
winder of thse fatal net finids bis couirSe imped- Hyoid.a , asnd pass through phases of growth
ed by the terrified human iwrestling in its cojl a ats strange as tiose aove recounted.
hle, seeking no combat witis the miigitier b The limits of oui paper will allow onl n few
ped, casts loose bis envenomed arms, and words on teis group. On thie rocks at low
rswims away. The amputated weapons, Se- water, and on floatindg reds> littie moss-like
vered from their parent body, vent vengeance tufre will e fond in abondance. Tthis plant-
On the cause of their destruction, and sting liku growt, aihe examined under a lens,
as fiercely as if tliir original proprie tor itself wi1 be se n active wish life. Tore ends of
gave the word of atc Peculiar os-ai cels B the litte twigs and offshoots appear as mittle
ach containing a littme filament capable WJell-shaped cups, ath tentacles studding tse

protrusion, have been supposed to bc tise seat fre ends like thre plates of a flower; the6e
of thes nettling sensation These are called are tse fixed individuals, and are the purvey

urticating cells, and te wole class of Jewy- ors of the community. On the spring time
fishes are called Acalephs, or Sea-nettes, froin little capsules will b noticed On t e twigs,
this peculiar Proferti Tese stinging celis within which are to be seen minute gobular
cover le surface Of thie body and apprenaes bodies, to be nally set fr by thie rupture of
tougs, strange bnough, tpsed tre the se tre capsules, as frae swimfing Jelly-shes.

ofes posessing those celis that produce le Others bid directly from the tWig and rop
stinging sensations wisatever. off singly, as in Ccryne. Tisese are found by

Tis stangst eatre n tse istry f cr-tiousands in spring-fime. Not ossiy do thlese
Thrticangels, adthe wholhe clss of Jer-yfr- Jelly-fishes bud froni fixed cosmnities,

tain elly-fishes belonging to the order Dis. t in e pcies olb ones bud fro th
Cophoroe, as tise Aurelia, for instance, is tiseir jelly-fish itself, as in Lizzia, and certain
wonderful mode of reproduction. It wceld othrs where tae toung b d frose tm e sto-
require too long a time th detail the succes- mach. Ail tsese Hydroid Jelly-fishes produce
ing steps mate bfore tie whole truth was cggs wiich again giye rise te plant-l e com-

known rgarding tre developient of t-ese Jullities.


