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(Continued from our last.)
10—MEANRING OF THE WORD CATHOLICITY .~ WHAT

THERE IS OF TRULY DIVINE IN THE SPIRIT OF.

THE CHURCH.

'The divinely distinctive mark which _shines rcs.pl.en-
deat on the brow of our church, is Catholicity.
Churches founded by man, bear everywhere the im-
press of men. Whether they will or not, they bave
tuman names, and are called Photians, Waldenses,
[utherans, Calvinists. They have each a date which
Jas nothing divine, t‘he' sixteenth, seventeenth, or nine-
teenth century. Going for!;h from the earth, they
are subject to the earth, ‘They cannot cross the
Jimits of one state, without falling into the territory
of another. They are Angiu.:ans, Scptch, Datceh,
Swiss, Germans of aa hundred dfﬁ'erenﬁ kinds, Swedes,
Danes, Gre;ks, Greco-Armenians, Greco-Russians,
"haldeans, &e. L
Ch;;d:ain have heresy and unbelief sought in christian
sistory a time when the Catholic Church was not;
they are obliged to admit that she has zo date.

[o vain have empires and kingdoms said to our
Church: “Be ours, all ours, and ours only ! L_[f our
territories be too limited for thee, join forces with us,
and we shall extend it. 'What should prevent thee
ifom being great and happy? Tast thou not mag-
nificent cathedrals, rich bishoprics and livings, flourish-
iag universilies, and_a.ri_‘?.ir share of the t_emporal
power?  Thou shalt retain all t_hat, and obtzin much
more,if thou wilt only break with 'the stranger ; but
it thou wilt keep on goad terms with our faes, t_hen
sl we treat thyself as one of them. Confiscation,
exile, and the scaffold—these shall be thy portion.”

The Church has invariably answered: # No tem-
yoral advantage, no earthly power shall make me
abdicate the empire confided to me by iny spouse,

" when be sdid £ me: ¢Go, teach all nations.” The
siritial motlier of -all nations, and of all men, no
zalion or no man can ever be a stranger tome.  The
dispenser of the word of life and of the blood shed
for all, woe to me, and woe to you, if T consented to
gire up to you the universal heritage 1 L

That which is divine in the spirit of Catholicity is
wt precisely propagandism, or the desire of com-
nusieating itself to all. Has there ever been a
beresy which did not aspire to overrun the entire
world?  That which is divine, that which is superior
ad even contrary to human wisdom, is the sacrifice
wlich the Catholic Church has ever made of what
she had in possession fo what she had yet to gain,
ad might never gain ; it is her sacrifice of men to

 bumanity, of things to principles, of the particular to
ihe general.

When the popes and bishops of the fourth and
{ith centuries suffered themselves to be anathematised,
driven into exile, or even slaughtered by Arianism,
wated on the imperial throne, and in many episcopal
sees, rather than sacrifice to it the word consubstan-

 diality, and a name which was also a principle, the great
nme of Athanasius ;—when St. Gregory the Seventh
uw arrayed against it the powers of the earth with
agreat portion of the clergy, and died in exile rather
thar give up to sovereigns the investiture with cross
wd ring ;—~when Clement V1I, who had already lost
mere than a third of TSurope, chose rather to loose
40 the three united kingdoms of Great Britain, than
o abandon the cause (for it involved a principle) of
Catherine of Arragon j—when Pius VI, though sceing
il the Catholic nations raised against the Holy See,
yet hesitated not to place the first of those nations
between schism and the abandonment of the ctvil
constitution of the clergy ;—when Pius VII, under
lbe very claws of the Imperial eagle, spurned the
prsillanimous promptings of fear,and defended, by all
e means at his command, that patrimonial inherit-
ace withont which the chiefs of the Church would
b, in the eyes of the world, no more-than the political
- ol of some earthly potentate ; . when  popes and
- bishops acted thus, did they not walk against the
dictates of worldly policy 2—Success, it is said, justifies
tem —Yes, but what eye could foresee that success?

At the time wlien, aceording te St. Jerome, the
warld was amnzed and groaned beneath Arignism,

0l it be foreseen that, Dbefore two centurics,
Arinnism should lave run its race, and that every-
*Where, on the tombs of that' hydra-headed monster,
3Mars should be erected to its destrayers?

lildebrand, so loudly and so often accused of
'h“lﬂg.himse!f excited the fearful troubles which
aused hin to die far away from the tomb of Peter,
: 't’;“ld he foresec, without a supernatural enlightenment,
3t the Clurch and all nations would do homage to
l"u"“.f"*‘ their spiritual independence, and that his
; e, revered even by the cnemies of Rome, should
| esurronnded with such a halo of glory, as to draw
¢ Tm the modern Al\exandcr the exclamation® #If I

were not Napoleon, I should wish to be Gregory
VII "™ , E

At the moment when Clement VIT, with tearful
eyes, signed the sentence of unfaithful Britain, nothing
was less probable than the wondrous revolution which
was then (1534) preparing, in the Church of Mont-
martre, by a Biscayan officer, maimed some years'
before at the siege of Pampeluna, Who could
foresee that those disciples, then pledging themselves
to Ignatius, would set out, some to attack herésy in.
its stronghold, to arrest its course, and drive it back,
to its centre, others to evangelise the vast continents
of Asia, apd the New World, to replace twenty
nations lost by thousands of nations and of tribes,
and to substitute for the fearful prospect of universal
apostacy, the fruitfol hope of the world’s conversion?

In-1791, could Pius VI flatter himself that the
nation, whose representatives erected altars to Vol-
taire and Rousseau, and scaffolds to bishops and
priests, would soon restore its altars, recall its priests,
and hail the arrival of his successor with unheard-of
gratulation? - ,

Could Pius VII, upder the sabres of Radet’s
dragoons, and transferred from the prison of Savona
to that of Fontainebleau, couid he know, or could he
hope that the till-then sworn enemies of the Holy
See, from the apostolic throne to the most heretical
princes, would conspire together to break the fetters
of the Church? ,

The wisdom of the Church is not like unto our
wisdom. She incessantly commits blunders which
grieve, and cven mortify the worldly-wise amongst
her children. But somehow it happens in the end,
that these very blunders prove to have been marvel-
ously-prudent calculations. "

LECTURE BY CARDINAL WISEMAN.

SUBJECT :—TRE CATHOLIC'S SAFEGUARD. AGAINST PROZ]
TESTANT OWIECTIONS, ... -
“ Who n:?lahg you will cotviet me of sin.”—Joha viii. 46.-

Judging, my brethren, from the dispositions mani-
fested by the Jews during the discourse contained in
this chapter of the Gospel, we can easily imagine a
murmur break out in some part of that crowd, and
indignant expostulations raised against these solemn
and stern words. “ Who shall convict you of sin
Why, bave not our Priests proved again anrd again
to the satisfaction of their hearers that your doc-
trines are blasphemous? ¢ Wha shall convict you of
sin,” when it has been proved to evidence that you
pretend to supersede the writlen word of God, and
to add to the precepts of the Law, which God has
forbidden should be increased by a single word 7—
# Who shall convict you of sin,” when, to your very
face, the Priests of your own country, and the men
learned in ifs laws, have not feared to assert thatyou
are in league with the Evil One, and that even the
wonderful works which you scem to perform are
wrought by the agency of the very guiltiest of de-
mons?  « Who shall convict you of sin,”® when, at
this moment,” as one might perbaps huve put in the
suggestion, ¢ councils are being held by the princes
of your own nation to see how they can stem the tor-
rent of evil-teaching and practice which you are in-
troducing—when it has been demonstrated that your
system (your religion, as you call it) is in reality an
usurpation of the rights of the State and of the sove-
reign power—when they are consulting how the arin
of the law may be brought in to Lill you—and when
they are satisfied that the whole of your scheme is
that the Romans should come and take our place and
nation.” And some one, more artful, and more
cralty, and more decply plotting of the Pharisees
might whisper, “ Wait a short time ; and when you
see him crucified and all his followers dispersed, then
we shall see whether he had a right to speak those
words of baasting.” ) o

Thus, my brethren, it might easily be imagined a
ruaning commentary apon these words of our Lord
scattered perhaps through various parts of the crowd,
in its different sentiments.  But while the words are
being spoken, and while they werc going on not at-
tending to the few sentences that followed that which
struck them as such an act of temerity, stones are
beiny taken up, and they are thrown at Jesus for pre-
‘suming to assert His own most lawful rights.

And why is this, my brethren? Where is the key
to this strange treatment of the word of God? Why,
the answer is simple. It was, if I may so speak, His
very mission. Tt was necessary for Him to accom-
plish what had been spoken of Him, that it shouid_\_ae
so—-that the whole course of Ilis Divine teaching
should bring a series of stupid interruptions, of most
unfeeling - objections made to everything that He
spoke, because it had been said of Him from the very
first time that He manifested himself in His. temple,
that He was set up to be contradicted, ,

And if I, my brethren, now say to you, as I have

of Christ, and must be like Him in all that conceras

"{ her public ministry, and were I to tell you that she

has been made like to Ilim in nothing morc than in
this—that it is her right to teach with the saine autho-
rity -with which He taught—that, like Him, sheisnot
liable to err, or lead you amiss when you put your-
- selves under her guidahce—should I be surprised if I
heard with my imagination, at least, the same words
spoken concerning the assertion of the claims of the
Spouse of our Lord? Should I be surprised if ¥
heard it said, # You ask in the name of this Church.
Who can convict her of error or sin, when, is it not
| notorious that from the press and platform, in pam-
phictand in speech, and in every form in which as-
sertion can be made, she is denounced to the satisfac-
tion of all that hear and read to be buta carrupt and
‘blasphemy-teaching Church?  Who shall convict her
of error and sin, when her very principles make her
depart from’ the teaching of God’s Word, and put
aside the Bible, and fill the minds of men with her ua-
grounded traditions? 'Who shall convict her of error,
‘when you know that the very State itself is put in
commotion at the prospect of her advance—when
that Chureh of yours is considered in reality to be
attempting to usurp the authority and assume the ju-
risdiction which belongs to the temporal power, and
to- bring about that very same effect which the Jews
contemplated, that Rome will usurp, not merély the
spiritual teaching, but the very liberties and rights of
the State—and when it has been seen that thosc who
consider themselves aggrieved appeal, and have ap-
pealed te the temporal power to protect them against
the .encroachments of this Church that claims to guide
and teach all mankind 7 -

Shall I be surprised at this, my brethren? Oh,

|noj; so long as I believe that the Catholic Church

has taken by appointment the very place of our Di-
vine Lord in teaching upon carth—so long as I be-
ligre her invested with authority to feach and instruct,

{and to guide to all truth, which necessarily findsitself

in jarring conflict with the passions of the heart and
the inflated intellect of man. ¥ shall not be'surprised,
moreover, when Lkaow that hier mission in respect to
contradiction was the same. When St. Paul came
to Rome, the Jews had seized already upon the charac-
teristics of his teaching, * We wish Lo hear some-
thing from you concerning this sect which is every-
where contradicted.” As Jesus was set up that He
might be contradicted, and as the whole of His bene-
volent course of instruction by word and by deed was
a series of incessant obloquy and contradiction, so am
I not startled, but consoled and cncouraged, when I
see from the beginning this same became a character-
istic of the Church of Christ; that they who heard it
not before were anxious to know something about it
on the very ground that every one spoke ill of it, that
it was everywhere contradicted. And, my brethren,
is it not the case now as it was in the time of St.
Paul?  Surely the experience of but a few wonths
or of but a few years will suffice to prove this.

Haring, .therefore, been engaged now for some
evenings in examining these contradictions that are
made to the téachings of our Lord, and the time has
come for me to bring them to a close, I propose to
wind up the subject by cautioning you concerning the
objections which as yet you may not have heard an-
swered.  And, laving found it impossible to do
justice to but a very limited portion of my subjects,
I'will conclude this evening by endeavoring to give
you some general rules which may be greatly useful
in aiding you to meet, to reply, or at any rate, to be
on your guard against contradictions and objections
which may come upon you for the first time.

1. The first rule that T would request you to keep
in mind when objections against Catholic doctrines
are hrought before you is, to insist that our religion
be treated as a fact, and not as a theory ; as a real
existence, and not as @ systens. .

You will be told, for instance, and it has been re-
peated a thousand times in every possible form, that
the Catholic religion is incompatible willi the exist-
ence of rational freedom in a nation—that it is essen-
tially opposed, also, to the progress of art and
prosperity.  Now, to prove this, you will hear, you
will read declamations against the principles of
Catholics—assertions of what tAey hold upon subjects
connected with civil rights. - You will find the su-
premacy of the Pope, the authority of the' clergy,
and the influence of the Confessional, all made to
bear upon this propesition. And it will appear to
come out as alinost a necessary consequence, ‘ there-
fore, the Cathalic religion is not compatible with the
exisience of true freedom in a country.”

And then, if the pamphleteer or the orator wishes
to satisfy his audience still further, he turps with an
indignant air to some countries of Europe, and says,
¢ Look at Spain, behold Austria, witness Naples, and
then you see what the Catholic faith makes a nation
become—dotwn in the very lowest depth of the scale

often said, that the Church of God is-the Spouse

of civilisation, with no real gencrous sentiments of

freedom, with no honorable aspirations, with no desire
to enjoy, even to breathe that very air of liberty
which is the atmosphere of an Englishmon.” My
brethren, this sounds very suspicious, and it makes a
tremenduous impression. It is followed by volumes
of cheers, and it is received on the platforsn with «
smile of triumph and self-complacent approbation.
Now, my brethiren, no amount of reasoning can
stand against facts. L'be Catholic religion is not a
philosophy. Tt is not a system of ideas of which you
can pronownce by learned reason that it will or will
not give effect. Itisa thing existing for centuries,
existing niow ; and, therefore, facts as resulting from
that existence arc the only true tests which can be
applied to such a statement. 'Ihese speakers, who
denounce in such vivid terms those few countries of
Europe which I have mentioned, not in consequence
of any opinion or fecling of my own, but because
they are the popular illustrations, never think of tell-
ing you what is a very simple fact, and, as such, is
surely worth being put in the balance against an ab-
stract reasoning——they never tell you that the
Catholic religion is at this moment the religion of the
republic of Switzerland, and that the Catholic Can-
tons of that country are as much and as strongly
attached to the liberties purchased for them by their
ancestors, as are the inhabitants of this island. Nay,
more. It is the Catholic Cantons which have pre-
served and retained among them the very cradle of
that liberty amid their rocky fostnesses.” Aod the
Catholics of T.ucerne point to their maguificent
chapels, and their monuments, with as much triumpl
and as much thankfulness to God, as' does any Pro-
testant here point to any trophy of ancient libertics.

These men do not tell you that thereis in a portion
of the Alps, a race or family of men perbaps exhibit-
ing the most true specimen of stern, manly, bhonest
deep Clristian morality—that the Tyrolis the delight
of all who wish to see an unsophisticated peasuntry,
true to their sovereign and true to their God—inen
who iave shown themselves when the invaders came,
as brave in ‘defending their mountain homes, as have
ever been the English, or any other Protestaut race.
And they are Catlolics. These men are Catholics,
not only Catholics—Ol, but go among them and see
what their Catholicity is. From mountain and crag
down to the valley and stream, there is not a Jutting
point in which the crucifix.is nat every where scen—
there is not a turning in the road where the elegant
and beautifully festooned chapel, showing the fresli-
ness of devotion, does not meet you with a lamp
burning before the image of Gol’s most Blessed
Mother. And you will meet the peasants returning
home from their Iabor with the rosary in their hands,
and they will salute you with Christian and Catholic
words as you pass.  And these men—Okh, no—they
are never brought before the public to show what the
Catholic religion can do. They are bound to say in
all fairness that though they believe that the Catho-
lic religion is not compatible with rational treedom,
yet the whole continent of South America has thrown
off the yoke of monarchy—has divided itself into
alinost countless independent republics—and is leept
as attached to the Catholic faith as when they were
glad to call themselves the subjects of a most Catho-
lic king. Nay, they are cven charged with bigotry
in not allowing Protestantism to diffuse itself among
them.

My brethren, why are not these facts brought be-
fore the public when the inquiry is proposed, * What
is the influence of the Catholic religion on frecdom
and liberty > Why take a number of subjects very
vaguely and indefinitely put, and brought before the:
public with the popular declamaticn, “ No wan of
these can be free.”

But that isnot all.  This fact of Catholicity is
historical. It does not belong merely (o the present’
age and generation. Tt has had a real existence for
many centuries. "With those same denunciations of
Paopery as connected with abject servility, are you
ever told, by brethren—I address such as have been
laid away by this sort of popular demonstration—
that there existed as watch-towers of liberty upon
each side of Italy’s- entrance two great republics,
which for a course of centuries were more jealous of
freedom than any madern nation lias been. Forthey
are reproached, if anything, with having guarded their
freedom with mysterious and unjustifiable safleguard

in order to be protected agninst even'the chance of &
Venice, dear to the | ©.

oligarchy—Genoa and Venice.
recoilections of all who have ever seen it, and splen~"
did in the annals of history !—That Veniee, which
erected more beautiful temples to Godand to the In-
vocation of Ilis' Saints, than any other kingdom of
the world, and which put far ‘more trust for its
argoesies and richly-laden fleet, returning ‘home in
safety in the Invocation of God’s Blessed Mother,
and in bearing home rich gifts for His temple, than in
the securities of underwriters or of insurances by
wealths  That city, my brethren, was free—as freo



