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.CALENDAÂR FOR .DBCEMBER.

Dzo. 6th-Second Sanday in Advent.
1th-Third Sunday in Advent.
'6th
"sth EBzit DAys.

"l9th)
20th-Fourth Sunday in Advent.
21st--St. Thomas A. & M.

"25th-unuisnzA.
26th-,St. Stephen's-First M.
27th-St, John-Ap. & E.
27th-First Sunday after Christmas.I 28th-The Innocents' Day.

" Goon TIDINGs or GaZÂT JoY 1" So did Day-epriug frou on high which alene eau
the angel messenger describe the wonderful ligUé» up thé heurt of darkness aud ofsad-
announcoment of the first Christmas Eve; and nées. li bath sent Mi, He ssid, to hiud up
so fromi age to age have tené of thousands of thé brokeu-hésrted, sud te comfort ail that
human hearts fait it toe hé se ach returning meurn-and that mission le le ever fulfiuing.
Christmas season bas brought it vividly te Broken hearts sud nourning heurts thera ever
their remembranco. The echoes of that anu- muet hé lu théworld. Si aud dota wiil éver
gel's words have lingered on during thèse ho lu thé world, and anaiversaries liké thosé
eighteen hundred years, and so far from los- of Christmas bring with thern te moet of us
ing any of their powtr, they seem only to sorte mémories whieli cati up thé sigh or thé
wax louder and louder, for a greater cer- tour. But yet ite frt sud loudet sourd is
pany year by year upon earth have entered that of giadnese. Its tidinge heip te dry thé
into the Meaning of these words, and tasted of tear sud raisé thé spirit aboyé 1k serrevs, fer
the gladness and the joy whereof they speak. that Ohild boru las abelished destb, and dé-
And well may we join in the mighty chorus stroyéd hlm that lid thé per of death, sud
which now resounds throughout the lngth takes away sin, snd evor livés te intercédé,
and breadth of Christondom. The day bas until thé great gathérlug togethér le accem-
dawned upon us for which the Patriarche and piished of ail Ris héiovéd eue lu thé Home
Prophets of old gazed through the ages with aboyé. Thore is a fetive séasen eomiug whén
longing eyes; the day on which the woman's ne regrétffu theuglt, or mouruful mémory, or
Seed should remove the curse of Adam's fall; flxions anticipation shaH cross thé Mia or
the day when the Lord should raise up a cloudi1k joy. And it le thépreepet of that
mighty salvation for His people in the house whiclthéChristian letebring dewr inte thé
of, David; the day for which the whole earth midet of those family gathéringe vhich lip-
vs blindly Èeeking; the day of which poèts puy mark tus spécial soason, sud that pros.
dreamt and philosophers mused, and for which peet, of course, trace bsek te that great évent
the hearts of the people were ever longing, whicl, as at this timn, trsnspiréd-thé cemisg
when the mystery of our existence should be of Jésus Christ lu thé Rosh. And if thore le
revealed, and Truth should manifest herself to eue leesor more whipl .sounded forth frer
men, and the Ringdom of Rtighteousness ehould that holy hirthp]ace of thé Savieur, it le this:
be established upon earth. Tes, in the glori- IIf Ged se loved us, ve ouglt aise te lové e
ous mystery of this blessed Fest all the uetier." IWhérefore, puttlng sway ail mal-
aspirations and longings of the world fird ice, sud guile, sud hypocrley, sud ail évil-
their consummation: earth le regenerated, and epeaking, hé ye kfnd eue te auether, forbear-
man is once more brought near to God. ing ene suothér, sud forgiving eue auethm; if

This is the great, the overwhelming thought auy have a quarrél agnet ny, evén as God
off Vie joyfnl season.t Thé Word la made for Christe sake hath fogiven yeo." Anther

flesh, and dwells among us, God becomes
man.

"Wrapp'd in His swaddling bands,
And in a manger laid,

The Hope and Glory 6f ail lands
Is come to the world's aid."

And now, what are one or two of the practi-
cal considérations which we may draw from
this great fact wbich we again commemorate?
For one thing, we may gather a freah assur-
ance of the Lord's faithfulness to ail His pro-
mises. The promise of a Saviour sto.od -for
four thousand years, and when the fullness of
time was come, lo1 it was literally accom-
plished, and the fulfilment of that was the
most wonderful évent that ever took place on
earth. If, then,. He has accomplished the
greater, how shall He not do the less, espe-
cially when in that one gift Ré inèluded ail
besides?

And a second comforting thought there le
in respect of little cahildren. Why should Jesus
have taken their state but for their benefit?
The Child born speaks a word of rich consola-
tion to fathers and mothers concerning the
children whom God has given them; it tells
of Ris love for the little ones, and gives the
blessed assurance that if lie ie pléased to take
them away, it je that He may take them to
Himsef. So the-e comes a precious message
of comfort to bereaved parents from the Beth-
lebem stable;-the firet ingathering into the
Kingdom of Heaven after the Saviour's birth
was that of a great company of little children.
And whore else je there any true consolation
for any of us? The Child born is the great
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jearis just past, thé time'lei short lot-il net be
flied up with what la huirtfil, an -aiful, and
profitlessj pbut let those who bear the Christian
name etrive te show more of the mimd that was
in Christ Jesus, Whô, though <HO was -rich, yet
for our sakes becdme pooi, that"we through
His poverty might be rih. AUd. may it be
granted to each and ail of us to ýrealize in our
heart those good -tidinge of gréat joy folded
up in the truth, " UNTo nOu Is OUlN A SVIoDB
WancH Is CrisT !'b LoRD."

CHRISTMAS AT BETHLEHEM.

Bethlehem and Christmas are linked in.
separably in nearly evry. miind, yet there are
few to whom Bethlehem le anything more
than a vague name- of a town in Palestine,
supremely interesting, indeed, but ouly se
from its sacred associations. It ie, however, a
thriving little town at the present day, of
some five thousand inhabitants. Its solidly-
built stone houses. crown the. summit of two
knolls connected by a lower saddle on a white
chalk ridge, with steep declivities to the north
and south. At the east end the monastery
and basilica, its principal buildings, overlook
the northern valley; the Church of the Virgin
stands inside the fortress-xmonastery, in which
Latin, Greek and Armenian monks find a
common retreat. The basilica was erected
by order of Constantine, and this is the oldest
church in Palestine, perbaps in the world. It
has escaped destruction on every occasion
when other churches in Palestine were over-
throw-r, and is thus the only undisputed érec-
tion of-the time of Constantine in the country.
Two feasts are held yearly at Bethlehem on
the Greek and Latin Christmas .Eve. On
these occasions the Church of thé Virgin je
attended by large numbers of visitors. Below
the church is the "sacred grotto," which is
supposed to contain the 'exact place ·of the
Saviour's birth, li a recess beneath the altar.
A manger is on the south. Both are cased in
marble, but two old columns supporting the
roof appear to h of rock. The Latin Chapel
le a long vaulted room at the north of the
basilica, hung with red silk. On the ove of
Christinas Day, mass is performed with much
ceremony, after which. the service begins.
The congregation usually fill the chapel almost
to suffocation point. At midnight the long
chorales suddenly cease, and sin the stillness
the clock ticks, candles on the high altar are
lit, a curtain is drawn back, and above the
altar a little glass-fronted ébony box je seen,
from which a small -wax image looks down,
representing aun infant swathed in cloth of
gold. The great couvent bell swings forth
the news of Christmas morn,. and the little red-
socked ohoristers burst forth with the " Gloria
in excelsis." The tones of the organ are
blended with those of a pipe or reed, in mem-
ory of the shepherds; and for two more h ours
a musical service continues without intermis-
sion, after which, in long train, the mystic-
robed patriarch leading, a procession reaches
the grotto, which le soon filed with priets,
and.blazes. with crimson silk,. silver and gold,
lit np by the rows of silver lampe above. The
Go~spel of the day is read in Latin, and at the
words, "Et peperit fiium suum primogenitum,"
a wax figuré of au infant le laid by the patri-

CHRISTMAS.


