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p octry. M‘,‘I‘,’:‘l’u':_:‘tz‘;: ':(')ez;r X:::»;pc:"mi:r:t" My soul, consider the gratitude thou owest to God  “'We v together,” says Tertullian, “to hear the

LINES BY THE REV. HENRY ALFORD,
SLIGHTLY ALTERED BY C. L. C. B.

Rise, sons of Hochelaga,* from monntain snd from plain j—
each light up his spirit, let none unmoved remain,
hie morning is before you, and glorious is the sun;
up and do your blessed work before the day be done.

I"cﬂz:l ll'lelp us, come and help us,”—from the valley and the

To the ear of God in Heaven are the cries ascending still,
4he soul that wanteth knowledge, the flesh that wanteth food ;
fise ye Hochelaga's sons, go seeking each one’s good.

Your hundreds and your thousands at usage and in purse,
# safe investment which shall ble-s and never curse!
would spend for house or land, if e might from above,
: down the sweet and holy due of bappiness and love?

Pour our upon the needy ones the soft and healing balm,

€ storm hath not arisen yet—ye yet may keep the calm:
& ady mounts the darkness.— the warning wind is loud ;
t ye may seek your fathers’ God, and pray away the cloud.

g:ﬂ'h"’“‘ our ancient churches, and on the holy floor

bumbly in your penitence among the kneeling poor;
o Y out at morn and even, and amid the busy day,
‘ s spare, O Lord, thy people ;—O cast us not away.”
h":;‘:: all sounds of guarrel, let party names alone,—

‘;tﬂ. - join with brother, and Hock'laga claim her own,
g‘ﬂ du:i“h the Ma host join y t, clerk and lord,
'y your banner flag, aud God for all your wiad,

——— 4

* Supposed to be the Indian name of Canada.

THE CANADIAN CURISTIAN OFFERING.
BY ERASMUS OLDSTYLE.
(From the Literary Garland.)

‘h‘lt 18 no less a source of gratification to ourselves
N it must be of pleasure to our readers, to observe

! the occasions are becoining more frequent upon

h we are called upon to review publications of a
z{'ﬂy ?ulunial origin, for it is an indication that
‘e":e‘l;endelvouriug to awake from her repose, and
ublic taste is consequently passing through an

Ordeal of refinement and |:31riﬁca)tio‘:l. » 2

mottll,l' own Muga?iue is not only still in existence,
s :inks to p.ubhc patronage, is likely to live on, for
in 0d that writers, as well as readers, are multiply-
d'ﬂ 1 number.  The * Maple Leaf™ of our sister
Y18 now in the second year of its growth, and its

'.' We may judge by its richer foliage, and more exqui-
ite coloring.
mwe have now another publication, which, we hope,
Y also be regarded in the light of an annual, for we
trust that the learned and zealous Editor ;nav be
encouraged by the reception extended to his * (jﬂ'el‘-
ing:" to renew his efforts at a future period,
n.le Canadian hristian Offering, is made up of
C(.m.tl'lbdﬁnnﬂ from various individuals, who, though
divided by distance, haye united to carry out the pious
P‘“rpnses of the Reverend incumbent of Streetsville
Church,

; Thfe Lord Bishop of Montreal has found leisure, in |
€ midst of the varied duties of his extended diocese, |

to :
> ""‘HEp.lhe lyre, and, in the language of sacred song,
¢hronicle the musings of his mind.  Who can read
Impressive “lines written with a pen from an

cugle’s wing,"” without feeling that Heaven itself |

appe 3
lZnﬂ to have a fixed locality, for our thoughts
"Me purified in their aspirings, and whilst living

ami .
" 4 excitement and change, our hopes can never-
beleeg

“Pierce where change shall be no more.”

‘l‘i?l‘:?) XL\;! can read the stil'l niore be‘auti('ul”“li‘nes
R Bein h‘“ﬂ a nnow.smrm in .l,(.,wer Canada, 'Wl”}'
e mga npressed with the u;.nfnuu, that !u.lh‘e inspi-
e Ipm-l, and the humility of a Christian, the
it re .ale has superadded (he. 'churacter of an
y sincere, and uncompromising church-man.

o'ue régret that our space will not allow us to afford
UF readers more than an exiract fiom this exquisite

ip‘ecﬁ i—[The lines alluded to have already appeared
] our columns. ]

imrhe l{evvl:end Dr. Mackie has also enriched this
'l? work with several very beautiful countributions,
mou:xere are, however, many f:oulributionu from anony-
IOWi‘wun‘:us, of'" great merit,—one on the “ Night-
P 1g Cereus,” reminds us of Moore, and is cer-
Y worthy of an exalted place in the hst of his
e “;l‘:lful n]elnd.ie?. T'he gems and jewels recall some
& whilu:eue,. of his 'Lalla Rookh, aud transport us for
€ into the society of the cynical Fadladeen,
. ;:: ll‘!s oriental associations carry with them higher
iy l:.er and purer thoughts than those which the
e of the Poet of Ireland are apt to inspire.  They
o Be‘:‘l,;l us to the East, to visit at midnight the plains
S \ e!)em, there to prostrate ourselves before the
nble birth-place of Him whose advent was indicated
"il: Star, but from whose agony the moon and stars
= drew their Ilghf, aud. upon whose deuth the sun
¢fused to shine. The darkuess did not detract from
the glory of the Redeemer any more than it destroys
the beauty of the * Night-Blowing Cereus."’ i

A mantle of leaves
Had enshrouded the rose,
And slumber had hidden
"The tints of the bower;
When, lo! in the midst
Of this dewy repose,
As”l wandered, | emm;
Toa night-blowing flower,

All others, their robes
And their odours forsaking,
Undistinguished were sleeping
In slumber profound;
But this, this alone,
In its beauty was waking,
And breathing its soul-filling
Sweetness around.

*Twas a glorious flower!
It’s corolla of white,
As pearls of Arabia
*Mid jewels of gold,
And Iuneli and fair,
Through the shades of the night
It beamed with a softness
I loved to behold.

And, methought, as I look’d,
‘What an emblem is this,
Thus blooming afar
From the land of its birth,
Of Him, whose own Jand
Is a region of bliss,
Though He grew as a plant
In this garden of earth.

"Twas thus, while the world
All around Him was dim,

That He shone with love's purest

. And holiest ray :

Twas thus, in the garden
80 honoured by Him,

That night, through His fragrance,
Was richer than day.

Like the flowers, His disciples,
At mmidnight were sleeping,

And deep were their slumbers,
Unconseions of care;

‘While He, in the blood
Of His agony, weeping,

To His Father was breathing
The sweetness of prayer.

trhele is another piece entitled * The Lost Infant,”
which ju seasons like these, when many pareuts are

called 1o part with their darlings, is peculiarly fitting |

angd appropriate.

Mi_ml'n not for thee! Thongh selfish love,
That wateh'd the blossom from its birth
ould woo it from its home above,

T:‘ pine again on eold, dark Earth:
b’ sorrow chill the stricken heart,
Tho tears bedim the quivering eye,

Bright Faith hath told how blest thou art,

Since death hath sung thy lallaby!

YO | : .| to bury their dead.
€arly promise is not only sustained, but streng:hened, | .

The fall of leaves—the blight of flowers—
Earth’s changeless taie told coldly o'er?
Dare mortals for their Darling ask
A purer, happier lot than thine—
E'en as they think—ah, trying task! 3
How bright the now closed eyes could ‘shine?
Mourn not for theel God’s holy Son
Plucks flowers like thee with Him to bide:
Thine everlasting haven’s won,
Ere life’s wild sea of storms was tried.
Sleep soft. Beside thy sinless tomb
Our hearts their faltering pray’r may tell—
The love that watch’d thy dawning bloom
O'er its lost darling sighs—Farewell!

Of what frail materials are we Christians made!
how little of faith, how little of hope, find a lodgment
in our hearts! How little are we influenced by the
tirst features of the Christian's creed, for even while
*,.‘-Wowing our belief in the resurrection of the body and
| the immortality of the soul, we pevertheless bury our
dead in hopeless grief, as though our inextinguishable
Jove found no comfort from the promise of a renewed
embrace,—as though the objects of our care and
prayers would be enfolded in our arms no more. In
the grave we may indeed bury the mortal and the
dear familiar form, but the affections by which it was
animated still rest and live with us, ayel and will live:
till the arrival of that period when the fuir body in
which they were enshrined shall lovingly fall into our
arms once more.

Oh! why should we bewail the dead,
Why sorrow o'er their narrow bed ?
Have they not sought the happy shore
Where human cares oppress no more?
Bewail them not, more bless'd than we,
From human care and suff ring free,
Their parted spirits rest in peace,

In the bright land where sorrows cease.

Although we have imade some very exquisite extracts,
we can assure our readers that those which remain are
equally beautiful: **The Poor Man's Church,”" by Mr.
"I'hompson, may, and doubtless will, awaken very sor-
rowful emotions in the minds of sowe of our fellow
Christians whose lot i life has been cast far away
from the music of the Church-going Bell, far away
from the place where prayer is accustomed to be
made, far away from the accredited Mivister of the
Most Iligh who is commissioned to baptize their babes,
to instruct their youth, to solace their old age, and
‘I'hen it is that mere worldly
comforts cease to satisfy—then it is that their winds
revert to other times, and it may be, another land;
and then it is that even in this land of pleny they
find an ““aching void"™ which surrounding comforts
| fail to satisfy, a void which the grave itself cannot
| close. In connexion with these remarks we r?fer awr
| readers to the touching scenes in an * Ewmigrant's
| Funeral.”

In looking through the Jist of contributors we ob-
serve that the names are chiefly of those gentlemen
who have recently distinguished themselves at the

| University of King's College—and that therefore the
many beautiful pieces which enrich this little volume
have been written durirg moments snatched from
| severer study. g

It i-, we conceive, one of the hopeful omens 1o our
disquieting time, to find so many young men of earnest
| and sincere hearts who are ready and desirous of con-
secrating their lives and labours to_the glory .of God
and the good of man. It is indeed a source of thank-
fulness and gratification to find there are those who

for placing thee in this ark of refuge. To Noah it
was only an escape from temporal death ; to thee itis
a means of preservation from eternal damnation ; pray
earnestly to be kept within this ark; pray for the pre-
servation of the ark itself. Thou mayest well love it,
it hath been the means of saving thee. O pray for the
peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love thee.
—+They shall go from strength to strength; every
one of them in Zion appeareth before God."”

FORGETFULNESS OF GOD.
(From *“ Sermons on Duties of Daily Life,” by the Rev.
F. E. Paget, M.A.)

Which be they who can be said to forget God? 1
answer all those who do not habitually remember him ;
who do not make it their first object on every occasion
to learn how he would have them act; who do no!
take his law for a lantern to their feet and a light unt.
their paths; and who do not make obedience to hi:
will the rule of their existence, as conscious that he is
near them and sees them at all times.

And such persons may be found among those who
are, in the world's opinion, decent and respectable,
whose morals are unquestionable, and who are diligent
in attendance on all the outward ordinaunces of the
Church.

For instance,a man may be regular in his daily
prayers at home, regular in frequenting public wor-
ship; and yet if he does this as a mere form, uttering
words with his lips, while his heart, his soul, and af-
fections are occupied with: something else, and thus
insulting him, whose long-suffering hus borne with his
manifold transgressions, and whose bountiful gooduess
has given him life and health, and all things, what can
be said of such an one but that he * forgets God™ ?

So again, the man who is afraid of doing what he
knows to be right, lest he should-incur the ridicule of
the world, and be set down as weak<minded, and bi-
goted, and enthusiastic : or he who dees what is right,
but professes to do so on other grounds than because
he desires to serve God, is not he one who has furgot-
ten that the Lord his God is a jealous God? Has
he not reason to apply to himself that fearful threat,
« Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and my words
in this sinful and adulterous generation, of him shall
the Son of Man be ashamed when he cometh in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels” ! Now see-
jng that as there are various manncrs of committing
this sin, so there are various degrees of guilt attaching
thereto, it will be well for each of us to ascertain that
we have in this respect altogether escaped the crime
of forgetting God, Aund when we remember the com-
prowises men make with their consciences, and their
cowardly contrivances for escaping the charge of be-
ing righteous overmuch; when we re flect with what
gensitiveness we shrink from any step which seems
like opposition to the way of the world, have we not
cause for apprehension lest we way have, in a greater
or lesser measure, denied our Lord ?

Agnin; what shall be said of those who act habitu-
ally as though they were unmindful of the attributes
of God? of his all-seeing eye and fatherly hand ? of
his power, and purity, and trath, and wercy, and jus-
tice 2 of those who comfort themselves with the pro-
fane, irreverent thought that he is even such an one
as themselves, and that therefore he will sacrifice one
attribute to another, be merciful at the expense of his

desire to slake their thirst at another fountain than
that at which the children of avarice so vainly endea-
vour to quench their craving appetite.  That there
are those who, though moving amidst the active crowd
around them, yet find their sweetest converse with
the dead, and who, in humble emulation of the de- |
parted, hope, when their dwelling shall be with th.ej
children of the past, to live anew by means of their ‘
works and writings, in the hearts and affections of & |
distant posterity. ‘That there are those who observ- |
ing the dishonesty of public men, avoid .the p.enl.uun
path upon which, in the strife of faction, high principle
has become a by-word, simple truth an incumbru.nc.e.
‘I'hat there are those who are content to remain in
comparative security rather than encounter the sun-
shine and glare, in which, it may be, their virtue might
wither, and their self-respect perish. T'hat lhere‘are
those who are content to labour for Christ in the vine-
vard which He hath plaunted, in order that they may
five with Llim in the dwellings which Le has prepared
for those who love and serve Him. .

We can say no more than that this Tittle volume 18
very prettily got up; that the price is only 2s. 6d.,
and that the profits are to be applied towards the
liguidation of the debt incurred in the erection of
Streetsville Church.

e

=

THE ARK.

« Short Meditations for every day in the Year,” by

From
¥ the Rev. W. F. Hook, D.D.)

And the ark went upon the face of the waters.— Gen. vii. 18

I see in the ark the great type of the Church.—
Behiold, the great day had arrived on which od had
determined to destroy all the earth, excepting those
who were predestined and chosen out of the world.—
Noah and his family, beasts both clean and unclean,
these were enclosed in the ark of safety; when lo! the
fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the
windows of Ieaven were opened. Then was there a

"and who he is?

justice, or sacrifice his truth to his tender compassion ?
Are not such persons forgetful of God, of what he is,
And are not each of us liable tofall
iuto the same condemnation, whereinsoever we indulge
the tHought that he will appear on the judgment seat,
under a different character from that in which he has
revealed bimself to us in the bible?

From what has been said you will, T think. perceive
that it is 0 imaginary and unreal danger against which
1 would put you on your guard, but one that is con-
stant, urgent, and more insidious, because less sus-
pected. We all profess to believe in God, and to serve
him. We are really subjects of his kingdom, and
members of his Church, in possession of singular ad-
vantages, and inestimable priviliges. Nominally, we
are living as if’ we appreciated them; but the peril to
us all is, lest we should be self-deceived, and (like the
Jews of old time, who called themselves children of
Abraham, while they would not do his works,) per-
suade ourselves that we remember God, as he expects
us to remember him, when, in point of fact, we have
only just nt forgotten him utterly. .

But, as 1 have already reminded you in the opening
of this discourse, anythiug approaching to forg: tfulness
of God is a far more heinous offence in us, than in
those of whom David spoke in the text, Unto whom
much is given, of him will much be required. From
the moment when we wele incorporated by Baptism
inte the body of Christ, we were no longer in the con-
dition in which we were by nature. In ourselves, as
well after Baptism as betore, we are helpless creatur.es;
but in Baptisin we receive the gift of an iu-dwt'ullmg
grace 10 enable us to serve and please God. We are,
therefore, without excuse if we forget Him. The Holy
Spirit was poured iuto our hearts in order tl.lat we
sl ould not forget Ihim. It is Uis office to bring all
things to our remembrance bo}h u,m what we should
do, and what we should avoid. : The more we obey
His suggestiuns, the more acute will become our sense
of obedience ; the more we try to remensber, the more

great cry in all the earth, which was an exceeding bit-
ter cry, and which has not been equalled sinee, neither
shall. be until the last trumpet shall sound, when all
the tribes of the earth shall mourn, and the elect shall
finally be separated by the mercy of God, and shall be
caught up, to meet the Lord in the sir. ‘T'he waters
grow higher and higher; all the plain is covered, all
the hills are covered; then is there a great silence;
nothing is living; no sound but the voice of God in
the waters, which now cover the tops of the mountains.
Still the ark floats on; it goes to and fro on the wa-
jers, perfectly secure, rising as the water heightens,
antil the waters are stopped ; as they decrease, still
the ark descends with them, until it finds a rest on the
top of Mount Ararat.

It has pleased God to set apart some, out of the
world; to make them Ilis own peculiar people, and
to secure them in the ark of His Church.  How mar-
vellously has this sacred ark been pleoerv'ed in all ages,
during which it has had to strive inand wuh.lhc world;
to defy the power of princes; to float on m. spite 9!‘
the floods of ungodliness, the waves of adversity ; still
to survive though fierce foes were raging around; and
amid the confusion of nations, the wars and rumours
of wars, calmly and silently on the face of the
waters, to rise as they have risen, to fall with them.
Surely we have been permitted to see that when the
Sun of righteousness cast the shadow of our sacred
ark on the desolate, wide waters around her, how soon
that shadow has had a holy influence, and how many
have heen puriﬂed and made fit to enter into i, .who
began only by gazing on. the image which so faintly
pourtrayed the reality uf‘ its beauty.

O “Thou gracious Guide of thix our ark, Thou, the
Great Builder of our Zion, our resting- place ; T'hou,
Who has vouchsafed e, unworthy, a place in so holy,
so sacred a refuge; grant that 1 may go to and froon
the waters, i the world, but not gf the world, secure,
under "Thy guidance, looking only unto Thee, the .r\‘u-
thor and Finisher of our faith, until the day ul)eu I'hy
ark shall rest upon the mount, when Thon v_ull have
accomplished 1 hive elect, and wilt come to judge all
men. () grant that I may be found in that dn} among
the clean, who are fit to be offered a holy sacrifice unto

Thee!

entirely will He preserve us from fnrgeltin.g. At all
times, and under all circumstances, He is ready So
assist u¢, to strengthen us in our weakness, and aid
us in the struggle with ourselves, the world, and our
spiritual enemies. 4 : =

We are liablé to sudden temptations, and in their
suddenness, to many of us, at Jeast, consists their dan-

T8

more,”’

give you rest.’

sacred books,

the law from his mouth.”

our redemption.

holy Scriptures rehearsed to us, that so, according to
the quality of the times, we may be eirther forewarned
or corrected by them; for certainly with these holy
words we nourish our faith, excite our hope, ‘seal our
confidence, and by these inculeations are the better
established in obedience to the Divine commands.*
When Origen was a child, his father put the Sacred
Volume into his bands, and many of its mest interes:-
ing passages he committed to memory. Jerome read
the Seriptures before he went to his meals; and Valens,
a deacon of the Church at Jerusalem, could correctly
repeat whole pages of them.
an |'gyptian confessor, that when his eyes were put
out he was able torepeat any place in the Old or New
Testament; “which,” says he, “when I first heard
him do in the public congregation, I supposed him to
have been reading in a bock, till coming near and
finding how it was, I was struck with great admiration
Augustine, in his younger days, had carefully
<tudied Plato and Cicero, despising the writings of
Chrigtians: but when the truth came home to his
heart, he gladly “sat at the feet of Jesus, and received
“ With eagerness,”’ he ob-
serves jpéhis confessions, “I took up the inspired
Voluiye, and particularly the Apostle Paul; and those
questions in which he once had seemed inconsistent
with himself and the law and the prophets, were no
After speaking -of the benefit he derived
from the apostle’s writings, he says, * The Platonic
bouks had nothing of this; n r the face of piety, the
tears of confession, the sacrifice of a troubled spirit, a
broken and contrite heart, salvation, the spouse, the
holy city, the earnest of the Holy Spirit, the cup of
In them no one hears, * Come unto
me all that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will

It is one thing to see a land of peace

at a distance, with no practicability of attaining it,
and another to pursue the right road towards it, under
the care of the heavenly Commander, who ‘made the
road for our use.
these views, when I read the least of Thine apostles,
and I considered Thy works and trembled.”'§

The violence of Pagan persecution induced the
most exalted instances of heroism on the part of the
primitive Christians, in defending and preserving their

1 was wonderfully sffected with

Felix of Tibura, in Africa, being ap-

prehended as a Christian, was commanded by Mar-
quilian, curator, or civil magistrate of the city, to
deliver up all books aud writings belonging to his
church, that they might be burnt.
plied, that it was better he himself should be burnt.
‘I'be magistrate sent him to the proconsul at Carthage
by whom he was delivered over to the prefect of the
Praetorium, who was then in Africa.
fended athi< bald and generous confession, commanded
hith to be loaded with heavier bolts and irons, and,
after he had kept him nine days in a close dungeon, to
be put on board a vessel, snying he should stand his
trial before the emperor,
the hatches of the ship, between the horses' feet, with-
out eating or drinking.
in Sicily ; and when brought by the prefect as far as
Venusa, in Apulia, his irons were knocked off, and he
was again asked whether he had the Scriptures, and
would Celiver them up?
s put will nat part with them."
condemned him to be beheaded.
Lord," said the martyr, *“that I have lived fifty-six
vears, have preserved the Gospel, and bhave preached
faith and trath, O, my Lord Jesus Christ, the God
of heaven and exrth, 1 bow my head to be sacrificed
to thee, who livest to all eternity.”
ciation with. Felix, is Euplius of Catana, in Sicily.— |
Being sazed with the Gospels in his hand, he was ex-

amined on the rack :—* Why do you keep the Scrip-

tures forbidden by the Ewperor #”
“ Becayge [ am a Christian,
he that gives them up, loses life eternal.”’  When or-
dered away to execution, the Gospels were hung about
his neck, and the public crier proclaimed before him,
“This is Eu,'“uﬂv
and to the e"lPe’OI'."
of Augyst, in the year 304.

T'he martyr re-

Thix officer of-

For four days he lay under

[le was landed at Agrigentum,

«] bave them,'' said he,
The prefect instantly
“1 thank thee, O

Worthy of asso-

He answered,
Life eternal is in them;

the Christian, au enemy to the gods
He was beheaded on the 12th

but it is under these sudden temptations that the
honestly sought, is seen 10 be
most strikingly effectual. "The more urgent our need,
the greater is the strength He vouchsafes. 1 hefefore,
if, under sudden temptation we fall, it is a grievous
thing, because there was no help at hand which migh?
have saved us; but, when we have fallen, to ph:ad Jor-
gelfulucss ns an vxcuse is only adding si.n to sin, nay,
rather offering a direet insult to the nujesty of God,
seeing that it is tantamount to an avowsl on our part
that the Eternal Spirit—(1 am almost afraid of sayivg
such a thing)—either conld not or would not help us,
or else that we despised His assistance.

ger.
aid of the Holy (host,

TIIE WORD OF GOD.
(From “the Sanctuary and the Oratory.”)

That our Lord was carefully instructed in early life
in a knowledge of the Sacred Volume, as far as it was
completed in his day, we may conclade from the de-
vout character of his parents. His mind was stored
with its doetrines, duties, promises, and revelations ;
and hence, when disputing in his public ministry with
the artful Scribe and the subtle Pharisce, he displayed
the utmost familiarity with its' sacred contents. In
his temiptation on the Mount, he took the “sword of
the Spirit” 1o resist the suggestions of the tempter,
and reminded bim that *1t js written.” In the
synagogue of Nazareth be secms 1o have officiated as !
the public reader of the Scriptures. When journey-
ing with two of his disciples to Emmaus, e, in that
affeeting interview, * expounded unto them in all the

Moses and the prupheh‘." :
The primitive ¢ hristians copied
their Lord and Master, and made the study of the |

il)iviue word an iwportant part of religious duty.—

single heart,

(See [yke xvii. 6)

The w

THE MUSTARD SEED.
(From Tyench on the Parables.)

—_—

Tt is not Christ's doctrine merely, nor yet even the
Church which he planted upon earth, that is signified
by thig grain of mustard seed.
grain of mustard seed. For the kingdom of heaven,
or the (hyrch, was originally enclosed in him, and from
him ung,jded itself, baving as much oneness of life
with hijpy as the tree with the seed in which it was
uri._z,im.“y ghut u
at once ghe sower and the seed sown: for by a free act
of his owp will, he gave himself to that death, whereby
he becyye the author of life unto many; as he himself
had saiq, wExcept a
and die, it abideth
forth y,ych fruit.”
which he sowed this seed was the world ;—* hix ficld,”
or, as §;, Luke expresses it, (xiii. 19,) * hix gurden;'”’
for the world was made by him, and when he came
unto jp_ % he came unto his own.”

This seed when cast into the ground is “the least of
all seed,"’_—wurd! which have often perplexed inter-
preters, gs there are many seeds, as of poppy or rue,
that are gmaller; yet difficulties of this kind are not
worth aking s—it ix sufficient to know that—Small
a8 @ gryin of mustard seed, was a proverbiul expression
among (he Jews for something exceedingly minute.—
The Lord, in his popular teach-
ing, adhered to the popular language.—To pass on
then tq the thing signified: What, to the eye of flesh,
could be less magnificent, what could have less of pro=-
mise thay the commencements of the kingdom of God
in the person of the Son of man? e grew upin a
distant and despised province; till his thirtieth year,
did not emerge from the bosom of his family,—then
taught for two or three years in the neighbouring towns
and villages, and occasionally at Jerusalem ; wade a
few convertg  chiefly among the poor and unlearned ;
and then, talliyg into the hands of his enemies, without
an aUEDt oy his own part or his followers to release
bim, died the shameful death of the cross: such, and
w0 slight, wag the commencement of the universal
kingdom of Gud. For in this the kingdom of God
differs from the great schemes of this world ;—these
last have a praud beginning, a shameful and a miserable
end—10Wers of Bubel, which at first threaten to be as
high 28 heaven, but end in being a deserted and form-
less Deap of glime and bricks; but the works of God,
and MOSt of u]| his great work, his Church, have a
slight and unohgerved beginning, with gradual increase
and 8 Blotious consummation.
dom in the world; so is it with his kingdom in every
ord of Christ falls there too like |
a slight mustard seed, promising little, but issuing, if
allowed to grow, in greaf and marvellous
That which wag (he smallest of all se
growny i ds the greatest among herhs,
tree. 50 thut the birds uf the air come and 1
branches ”'ere,!f“

He is himself the

p, und out of which it grew. [Ileis

corn of wheat fall into the ground
alone; but if it die, it bringeth
(Jobn xii. 24.)  And the field in

s

Eusebius relates of John,
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broken. This fact of the fondness of birds for the

gregated in the branches, was probably familiar to our
Lord's hearers also. They, too, had beheld them
lodging in the branches of the tree, whose seed thus
served them for meat, so that there must have been a
singular liveliness in the iinage which the parable pre-
sented to their minds.

3 Neither need we suppose this last circumstance
u'tuoduced merely for the purpose of completing the
picture, and presenting it in a more lively manner to
the eye: but rather, in the birds flocking to the boughs
of the mustard-tree when it had grown great, and there
finding shelter and food, (Ezek. xvii. 23, “under it
shall dwell all fowl of every wing,”') we are to recog-
nize a prophecy of the refuge and defence that should
be for all men in the Church: how that multitudes
should thither make their resort, finding their protec-
tion from worldly oppression, as well as the satisfaction
for all the needs and wants of their souls; and proving
true the words of the son of Sirach, (xiv. 20, 26, 27,)
* Blessed is the man that doth meditate good things
in Wisdom. . . . He shall set his children under
her shelter, and shall lodge uunder her branches; by
her he shall be covered from heat, and in her glory
shall he dwell.” Thecphylact concludes his exposi-
tion of the parable with this practical application :
“ And be thou &lso such a grain of mustard,—small,
indeed, in appearance, for it becomes thee not to
wake a spectacle of thy virtue, but fervent, and zealous,
and energetic, and armed to reprove.'

e e e e e e A e e e
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Eclesiastical Intelligence.

ENGLAND.

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS TO THE BISHOP OF CHESTER
FROM THE CLERGY OF THE RUBAL DEANERY OF
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE.

The following address from the clergy of the rural
deanvry of Ashton-under-Lyne, has been forwarded to
:ihr Bishup of Chester by the Rev. Canon Clifton, rural
ean:—
* To the Right Reverend Father in God, Jous Binp, by
Divine permission, Lord Bishop of Chester.

“We, the nndersigned clergy of the rural dearery of
Ashton-under- Lyne, are anxious on yourlordship’s retire-
ment from tle spiritual charge of the Diocese of Manches-
ter, to testify our deep sense of the energy and faithfuluess
with which you have discharged the various and respon-
sible duties of the episcopal offlce,

“ we acknowledge, with unfeigned gratitudeto “the giver

of all good,’ the favourable change which, during your
Inl'dl.h"lp‘s superint: ndence, has taken place in the spiritual
condition of this rural deancry, and in noticing the grati-
fying progress which has been made in the building of
churches and the erection of Church of England schools
In our dengely-peopled distriets, we feel it due to your
lordship to express our conviction that much of the credit
of this improvement is due, under Providence, to the £x-
ample of zeal and activity which your lordship hds uni-
furml.y exhibited in promoting the extension of the min-
istrations of the Church, and the diffusion of Christain
education,

“ And while we pay this just tribute to your lordship’s
public churacter, we beg at the same time to tender our
heartfelt thupks for the unvarying kindness and attention
we have ex perienced on all oecasions of private intercourse
with your Jordship.

“We wish your lordship health and strength to continue
your career of usefulness, and our prayers will be offered
up to the throne of grace that an abundant blessing may

attend upon all your future labours for the advancement
of Gospel traih, and the edification of the Church o1 Cbrist.
With every sentiment of esteem, we are, your lordship'’s
faithful and obedient servants.”

In answer the following letter has been received from
the bishop:—

“ Chester, Jan, 21, 1848.

“ My dear Mr. Clifton,—It has been to me a cause of
much gratification to receive through your hauds the
kind address of the clergy of your rural deanery, on the
oecasion of your severance from the diocese of Chester.
“ Cordial co-operation between the bishop and the other
overseers of the flock affords the best promise of welfare
to the Churelr. I reflect with pleasure that sach has uni-
formly been the character of our connection.  And to this
more than any other cause, I would attribute the success
to _whnch you kindly allude, and which bas attended our
united efforts to increase the efficiency of the Church by
enlarging its means of usefulness, so as to meet in some
degree the exigencies of the times.
“Qur long official connection will always be to me &
subject of pleasing remembrance, and not less, of earnest
&ra,wr for the coutinuance of that blessing upon your la-

ours, without which no schemes or endeavours of ours
can w}dnce the result which we desire.

“ With sentiments of sincere regard, I remain, dear
Sir, your faithfal friend and servant,

J. B. CHESTER.
“ Rev. Canon Clifton.”

Tae CoLONIAL Bismoprics.— The committee appointed
to arrange Mmeasures in concert with her majesty’s govern-
ment, for the erection and endowment of additional bish-
oprics in the colonies and dependencies of Great Britain,
are directing their attention to the erection of sees in
Sierra Leone, Western Australia, the Muurtitius, and
Prince Rupert’s Land. Prior to the erection of either of
these places into bishoprics, it is intended to erect a new
see nt Victoria, Hong Kong; but £20,000 is necessary
before the eonsent of the government for the foundation
of a new bishopric can be hoped for.  Atpresent the com-
mittee have in hand £18,000 to be applied to the object in
question, £5000 of which is for a college, a large portion
having been subscribed by two anonymous donors, and
the remainder collected under a pastoral letter of the
Bishop of London.  Itis well known that the Lord Bishop
of Calcutta 18 using the most strennous efforts to obtaina
subdivision of his own enormous diocese, by the erection
of a bishoprie at Agra, for the North Western Provinces.
Such an afrangement is imperatively required for the
welfare and extension of the Church of Englaod in Nor-
thern India; while the recent wonderful spread of Chris-
tianity in the southern provinces of Tanjore and Tinne-

So is it with his king-

results.—
eds, *when il is
and hecometh a

. or to ride on horseback under

velly must, eTe long, force attention to the importance of
| sending forth a chief pastor for the speoial oversight of
| thuge infant churches.
CAMBRIDGE B. A. Examivation.—The Cambridge
| Chronicle of Saturday says:—* We present our readers
| this week with a supplement containing the examination
pers in the B. A, examination just concluded, or rather
the greater part of those papers, the remainder being
placed in our ordinary sheet. In former years a supple-
mental sheet has been found large enough to contain all
the papers; but this year, the first of a new system, they
are 8o much increased in length and number that they
eneroach upon several columns over and above the sup-
plement. It may be as well to mention that the exami-
nation and classification of questionists are now condneted
upon & system differing from that which has prevailed for
many years, The custom heretofore has been to conclnde
th: examination for mathematical honours before that of
candidates for the ordinary degree comu;enged: and to
class the ¢hoponr men’ according to mert, in the three
classes of wranglers, senior optimes, and junior optimes,
and the ¢ poll men’ in one class, the names being arranged
according to merit. This year the examination for ma-
thematical hononrs has extended over eight days, instead
of six, the firsi three being assigned to the more elemen-
tary, and the last five to the higher parts of mathematies.
After the first three days, there was an interval of eight
duays, in the eourse of which the examiners declared what
persons had *acquitted themselves so as to deserve ma-
thematical honours,” and what persons, though not de-
serving of mathematical honours, deserved to pass for an
ordinary degree. 80 far as the mathematical part of the
examination is eoncerned. The examination of qupsﬁon-
ists not candidates for mathematical honours was likewise
changed. The schedule of mathematical subjects was
| enlarged so gs to compromise proofs of rules and reasons
for the processes employed in arithmetic; equations of a

odge in the  gegree not higher than the second, involving ove, ot two,
1t is well known that in hot coun- 1
tries, 8s in Judeea, the mustard-tree attains a size |
whieh it is never known to reach in our colder lati-
| !Hd(""c S_Oll\etiu,ea 80O great as to allow a v
2 | up into s brapehe s, though this, indeed,
Scriptures the things conceruing himself, beginning at | as a remarkable thing
| thew, 28 a traveller in Chili mertions that he has done.
the example of = Aud, on this passage, Maldovatus relates, that even in

unknown quantities, and questions producing such equa-
tions; and questions and applications arising ont of the
propositions in Euclid and mechanics and hy drostatics.—
After the examination in mathematics and one classical

!m" to ?‘""b suhjeet, theve was an interval of six days; and those who
is mentioned | were declared to bave passed the examination are arran-

! ged into four elasses, the names in each class being placed
not according to merit, but alpbabetically. !
system which will prevail for the future, and the exami-

nation papers which we this day publigh are consequently

jnvested with more than usual 1nterest.

¢ Apol.e. 3.

t Confese. lib. viii.

Spain he has himself seen great ovens heated with its
branches; he mentions as well that birds are exceed-
ingly partial to the seed, so that when it is advancing
to ripeness, he has often seen them lighting in very
great numbers on its boughs, which, however, were
strong enough to sustain the weight without being

seeds, and the manner in which, therefore, they con- |

This is the

They are the
| first step in a new experiment, and will serve 88 & guide | that speculation which directs the eye

to those who have still to struggle towards the degree
which will this day be conferred upon most of those
whose names appear in the lists printed in another eolumn.”

The Rev. Charles Gayer, whose successful labours:im
Dingle and its neighbourhood for the iast 13 years have:
earned for him a very high reputation, has been carried
off by the prevailing fever. He has left a large family
by whom, as well as by the poor of an extensivé circnity
his loss will be deeply lamented. s

Tesrisostat To T8E Rev. C. H. Gave, M.A.~The
‘above gentleman has just been presented with a handsome
testimonial, of the value of 100 guineas, on his preferment
from Arehbishop Tenison’s Chapel Regent street, to the
rectory of St. Martin's, Ipswich, as a lasting me of
| affectionate respect for his Christian character, and of
gratitude for his unwearied and faithful ministry, during
a period of 14 years.

SLepecE New CrurcH, Pembrokshire, wasconsecra~
ted on Thursday last by the Bishoy of St. David’s, in the
presence of a numerous assemblage of the clergy and gen«
try of the meighbourhood. The Baron de Rutzen has
expended £10,000 in the erection of his church, in addi~
tion to the amount raised by the parish, and it m:iy be
eu?cidered to be one of the inm edifices in the princi.
pality. < S
Prorestant Ravams mv Tuskev.—The Turkisk
Government has recently adopted an arrangement, with
reference to its Christian subjects, which will materia
affect the position of the various Churches and
the East, and their relation to European authorities,
secular and spiritual. g3
Tt should be premised that the term Rayih is nsed to
designate subjects of the Sultan, and is equivalent to the
word Ryot used in\India.

Christian Rayahs have hitherto had no protection
against insult or injury, unless they belo to some
recognised Christian community, for which the shelter of
some friendly power, respeeted by the Divan, could be
invoked through diplomatic agents; and this jus )
appears to have been a fertile source of intrigue and sinis~
ter influence among the various European Powers. R

The nature of the arrangement to which we lllndeiw{)l
be gathered from the following extract from 2 privatg
letter, dated Constantinople, and the subjoined remarks,
with which we have been favoured by a correspondent :=

“ Constantinople, Dec. 5.
“The Turks have recognised the Rayihopl’rmeanntnh
a community, but with their usual comieal idess they
have given them the Ihtissar Naziri, or head exciseman,
as a chief. Clest égal—the chief of the Ordnance=~is
chief also of the religions community of Latin Rayabs."”
« The Latin Rayahs,” adds our correspondent, * under
which name are included all Christians who u-‘kn‘oba

the Pope as their religious head, (whether of the Gre
or Armenian stock, Maronite, or Syrian) are consi

to be under the official proteetion of the French embassy,
at Constantinople, to which thy are in the habit of ap{:t‘l;'-
ing in cases in which they arve, or think, themselveés
aggrieved, as Latins, by the local authorities. In this
respect the Freneh agents act the part of Civil Popes on
a small scale. Pio Nono seems inclined to save theth
this trouble for the fature, and, it is said, is negotiating
a Concordat with the Padisehah, the effect of which will
be to transfer to the Roman See the patronage of a large
portion of Latin Turkish subjects, and in so far to apnul
the political influence of the French government, exer«
cised through that medium till now. 'Fhis is not likely
to secure the good will of the Most Christian King, the
eldest son of the Church, to Pope Mastai.

“ The Greek Rayahs, speaking of them ecclesiastically,
not nationally, are, and will probably continue, under the
protection and influence of Russia.

“The Protestant Rayahs will natarelly turn their eyes
to the English and Prussian Embassies for protection
particularly, if it be true, as I have heard from anuther
source, which I believe to be equally authentic with the
letter quoted above, that the protestant Bishop at Jerusa«
lem, Dr. Gobat, is to be acknowledged by the Porte a#
their ecelesiastical head.

* The protestant Raydhs now existing in the Turkish
dominions are, as far as my knowledge extends, confined

to those who have been driven ont of the Armenian Or-
thodox Chareh, in consequence of their emhbracing the
doctrines of missionaries chiefly, from the United
of America.

Les
“But it may be expected that the Drases of Mount

Lebanon will take advantage of the concession to declare
themselves Protestants, with a view to secure for thems
selves the powerfal protection of England.”

Thus far oumsgorrespondent,  We shail only add that
suspiciously as we are inclined to look on any circam=
stance which opens a door to the joint action of England
and Prussia in that corner of the Mediterranean—Ilittle
as we desire tosee the influence of Queen Vietoria engaged
v helping Frederick William to try experiments at Jerusa-
lem, either on our Church, or on the Churches of the East
—we are not yet without hope that the recognised exis- -
tence of protestants in Turkey may open the door to Some
rational and catholic intercourse between our ¢ hurch and
the Orthodox Eastern Christains, and tend on tue oue
hand, to a better understanding of our own true position
and, on the other, to the growth of knowledge and life in
those venerable communions.  This, of course, is on the
supposition that the Heads of our Church uaderstand our
Znsition themselves, and do not compromise it.— Guare
iax.

Housk or Lorps, Fen. 7.
The Bishop of Manchester tovk the oaths and his seats

CANADA.
PIOCESE OF TORONTO.
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ANNUAL MEBTING OF THE NIAGARA DISTRICT BRANCH
oF THE CHURCH BOCIETY.

The Annual Meeting of the Niagara District Branch of
The Church Society was held on Wednesday evening,
(16th ult.) in St George's Church St. Catherines, and an
unusually numerous and attentive audience were present
on the occasion, After the opening of the meeting by the
pravers appointed to be used, and an impressive addre:
from the Chairman, the Report for the last year was read
by the Secretary—an able and interesting document, ex=
Hibiting the steady progress of the society in the various
Parishes, and a very satisfactory statement of the success
and prospects of the mission, now permamently estab ish-
ed in this District, and containing an earnest and heart-
stirring appeal to churchmen, in behalf of the objects dnd
claims of the Society. As this very excellent Report will
be published in the Church paper, and also the Resolutions
at length, it is not intended, in this natice, to anticipate
the same--but only to introduce, as practically d”@"g
public attention at this time some notes taken of Cnln‘
Kingsmill's address in moving the adoption of the R_epq:&
in reference to the immense importance of Christain a
Sert nowledge coustituting an Elementary and es=
sential part of tion. The wholeaddress was listened
to with marked attention, and elicited the applanse of the
andience. The following portion is eommended to the
serious consideration of mewbers of the Church, and to
the Christian Community :—

« Seeing so many Sons and Daughters of our beloved
Church present 00 this occasion, I cannot refrain from
giving utterance to a few remarks, on a subject which
seems to occupy public attention through the length and
breadth of the land ; a subject deeply involving ot only
the dearest interests of this Society but those of every well
ordered Institution in Canada, vitally affecting the well
being of the present generation, and looking down the
vista of time, of generations yet auborn. Need I say the
subject is education, We find men boasting in the fulness
of their honest pride, that they have bestowed on their
children blessings which the world cannot take away—
the blessings of a education ; would that it weré
equally the boast of all that they had given their children
a religious education ; but so far from this being the casey
painful to relate, *horresco referens,” there are many in
the lan@ who by no weans look upon religion as an indis=
pensable ingredient in the intellectual repast, snd for the
sake of peace, as they assert, would exclude from our
Schools the evidences— Natural and revealed religion, and
Biblical literature; studics that @ levelling system would
banish from our seats of learning, and especially from our
University, which, for the period of its existence, hab
flourished with unexampled success; emphatically, I
repeat, success for while by these very studics it has pat
infidelity to the blush, it has imparted to all denominations
alike the prize that talent has commanded—the palm that
intellectual labour has deserved,

«¢ Peace where there is no peace,’ for so long as wé &re
not deserters from the standard of christianity ; so long as
we recognize nature as an cffeet whose cause is God, and
gdmit him to be omnipotent and omnipresent, it must be
conceded that edueation, without the hallowing influence
of Religion, is but a * sounding brass and a tinkling eym-
bal,” ‘ Vox et preterea nihil, an Ignis fatuus, delading
the mind of youth into gloomy and unwholescme mists
which the Brighit heams of Relig on alone can dissipate,
serving as @ light to their path and a lanthorn to their
feet, to avoid the *erooked ways, in the pursuit of which
there can be *no peace.”

I this age of dungerons speenlation, which, in despite
of wise and warning voices, tas plunged mauy into ruin,
if meu think fiv to freight their bark with the merchane
dize of worldly goods, and she is overwhelmed by the
angry winds aud sea, and siuks to rvise no more—the gea
receiving “no furrow from the keel,” closes over her,
and resumes its ylacid sarface—the tale of loss is narra~
ted in this world und straightway is forgottén—bat n
of men to Hegren,




