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richer setting the example; and that the laity will
never betake themselves to open seats so long as
we the clergy indulge. ourselves in our pews. The
last step in deliberation is the first in practice. If
we cannot all of us make this offering to the commu-
nion of saints, some of us may. Let us, as many of
us ag are able, begin by twos and threes, and let’us
remember that, if we are restrained by any private
feelings, or wishes, or preferences, or by any unwilling-
ness to make the sacrifice, then most assuredly we
must give up all hope of seeing our lay brethren do
what we do not; unless, indeed, it be reserved for us
to be so openly rebuked by them as to be left to fol-
low where we ought to lead.
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Evening

The Church in this Province has been censured, in
the public prints, for not' offering up special prayers
 for the recovery of the Governor General.
‘This censure originates in ignorance.  The Church,
- which, in all matters not exclusively divine, submits
N to vhe Btate, has reccived no instructions to
offer up prayers on behalf of Sir Charles Bagot. It
~was only in obedience to an order in Council that
thanksgivings were rendered to the Ruler of Nations
for the birth of the Prince of Wales. :
Moreaver, the Church prays specinlly for the Ge-

vernor General on every Sunday in the year, ina

“ Prayer for the Governor General, to be read at Morn-
ing and Evening Service, after the Prayers for the
Queen and the Royal Family." :

However sternly the Churchmer of this Province,
as a body, may be opposed to Sir Charles Bagot, and
however severe may be the opinion which they enter-
tain of His Excellency’s fatal policy, they do not for-
get that he is the Representative of their Sovereign.
Their conduct has been unfavourably contrasted with
that of the Roman Catholics, who have offered up
Masses for His Excellency’s recovery. But it must
be stated that Ilis Excellency contributed a large do-
nation in money towards St. Anne’s College, in the
Lower part of the Province, an educational Tnstitution
inalienably connected with, and under the control of,
the Romish Church, and on that account, as well as
on others, has particular claims upon the Roman Ca-
tholic French Canadians, ]

Were the Church to act irrespectively of the State,
in matters such as we are now discussing, her daily
prayer, embodying the feeling of the people committed
to her spiritual care, would be part of a supplication
to be found in the service for e Restoration of the
Royal Family : s

“Infatuate and defeat all the secret counsels of
deceitful and wicked men against us. - Abate their
pride, assuage their malice, and confound their devices.
Strengthen the hands of our gracious Sovereign, Queen
Victoria, and all that are put in authority under her,
with judgivent and justice to cut off all such workers
of iniquity, as turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith
into Faction; that they may never again prevail against
us, nor triumph in the ruin of the Monarchy and thy
Church among us. Protect and defend our Sove-

“reign Lady the Queen, with the whole Royal Family,
¥roM ALL Truasons anp Conspiracies.”

While mourning over the countenanee afforded by
his Excellency, the brother and nephew of a Bishop,
to the false doctines of Romanism, we rejoice to per-
ceive that he has not fallen into the error, committed
by the Presbyterian Earl of Aberdeen, and called the
Papists “Catholies.””  In replying, through Mr. Raw-

son, the Chief Secretary, to an Address purporting to

proceed from “The Catholic Bishop and Clergy of the
Diocese of Kingston,” his Excellency has been con-
stitutional and Scriptural enough to direct his answer
to be sent to “ The Roman Cutholic Bishop of King-
ston, &¢."”

We have been unable to bestow ‘an earlicr notice
upon the following paragraph, which appeared in the
Hamilton Catholic of the 11th January:

Our attention has been called to an editorial note in the
Toronto Church of the 16th December. - The editor says, “Tn
England, all the Romish Bishops were recusants, save one ; but
in Ireland, only two of the Bishops rejected the Reformation,”
This is not correct. Tn England, under Elizabeth, all the
[ Roman ] Catholic prelates remained faithful to the Holy See,
with the exception of Anthony Kitchin, Bishop of Llandaff,
ealled by Camden (s protestant) “the calamity of his See.”
And even Kitchin only conformed as much as might enable him
to keep his See, and no mare ; he took the oath of supremacy,
bat was otherwise [ Roman] Catholic in belief. In Ireland,
Hugh Curwen, Arclibishop of Dublin, was the only one who, at
that time, apostatized. He ated Adam' Loftus Arch-
bishop of Armagh, in 1562, according to the ordinal of Edward
VL, introduced by the det of Uniformity, &c. in 1560; and
the “lIrish Protestant Bishops derive their succession through
him.”  (Ware’s Bishops; p. 94.) Al the other Irish Bishops
proved faithful to God and the [ Romish) Church.  Erck places
the names of one or two more [ Koman] Catholic Bishops
among those of the Protestant Bighops; but be is evidently mis-
taken ; for it has never becn proved that, at that period, more
than one (Curwen of Dublin) had been hase or wicked enough
to purchase their dignity at the price of their soul.

We repeat our original statement, and. say that our
cotemporary is incorrect. - He does not indeed attempt
to deny the g eater part of our editorial note, which,
to show how skilfully he has excluded the most un-
welcome part of it, we here reprint :

Southey (Book of the Church, p. 390) ‘states; on the autho-
rity of Strype, that “ of 9.400 beneficed clergy, only 177 resigned
their preferment, rather than acknowledge the' Queen’s supre-
niacy,” and wor-hip after the Reformed manner. 1In Bungland,
all the Romish bishops were reeusants, save one : but in Ireland,
only two of the bishops rejected thie Reformation.

With regard to England, it secins we are agreed,
But it may here be advisable toméntion that Parker,
the first Archbishop of Cavterbury in - Elizabeth's
reign, was duly consecrated by four bishops, viz. Bar-
low, Scory, Coverdale, and Hudgskiqs. “ Two of
the consecrators, Barlow and Hodgﬁgitis"_;_ says the

“ewinént Roman Catholic historian, Dr. ngard, “had
been ordained Bishops according to the Roman Pori-
tifical, the other two according to the Reformed Or-
dinal.”" Vol vii. p. 293. Am. Ed. ‘

With regard to Ireland, our cotemporury is strangely
misiuformed, and will find it, we think, impossible to
overthrow the facts brought forward by Bishop Mzug,
in his History of the Church of Ireland, vol. I. p. 269:

“One of the lines of connexion by which the Apostolical
Suceession was continued and perpetuated jn the Church of
Ireland after the Reformation, ‘was from Archbishop Browne,
through Goodacre, Archbishop of Armagh. - Another unbroken
series of Episcopacy is traced for the Protestant Irish hierarchy
thvough Archbishop Loftus; and that without any cavil or
pretence of irregularity, such as might possibly be alleged in
the former case, from the conseeration having been solemnised
by a ritual, which had not been authorised by the laws of Ire-
Jand (“.’are s B‘{""-’P’r P- 94). From Curwin, the Archbishop
of Dublin recognised by the Papacy, and who had been ‘conse-

crated in ?nghn‘d according to the then legal forms of the Ro-
man Poutifical, in the third year. of Queen Mary, ‘Archbishop
Loﬁys veceived his Episcopal ordination and’consecration ; and,
ogn bis "‘T“‘ﬂ“‘“‘: to the see of Dublin, he conveyed the same
..‘:‘;;'0, l‘t.l' ster, his in the primacy ;
pw Y le }:he same was uninterruptedly transmitted, through
¥ :V:‘l ¢ gnnell.w.hlch have since distributed the blessings
1 an Apostolical ministry through the Church of Ireland.—
sﬁcceumin“'. shadow of doubt can be thrown on the Apostolical

on in that (:hnrch. Lven the popish prelates, so long
as any of them survived who were in their sees before the Refor-
yuttion, were ready to assist at the ation of Protestant

bishops; ko that the true Epi i
4 piscopal character of the hierarchy
of the lrish Chureh is un A'p i and tionable, and

protected aguinst all exception, even from the papists themselves.”

Farther on, Bishop Mant observes with reference
to the two fon-conforming bishops,—Leverous, of
Kildare—and Walsh, of Meath,—who were deprived
of their sees, that, “ haq any others been deprived, the
fact must have been known and recorded, and can
hardly have escaped the notice of the ecclesiastical
historians of the time. Indeed, upon an inspection

‘nearly extinct.

-been written with any such intention,

of the condition of the different sees about this time,
it is evident that 1N ABoUT TWENTY, n0 change of oc-
cupants occurred.”

Had not the Pope and his emissaries, the Jesuits,
poisoned the Irish mind, the Reformation in that
country would have probably been as complete as it
was in England.  As regards the clergy, it was much
more unanimous than in KEngland.

- “In the reign of Queen Elizabeth,” says Dean

Murray, in his History of the Catholic Church in Ire-
land, * the whole body of the Romish priests abandoned
their connexion with Rome, and adopted the liturgy
of the Church of Ireland, and the entire mass of the
population outwardly conformed to the ritval of our
Established Church ; in short, that the whole island
did actually profess Protestantism in the time of Eli-
zabeth, is a fact as certain as any other in the records
of history." : '

In England, as well as in Ireland, the Roman Ca-
tholics are schismatical Dissenters.

From the. Montreal Herald, we have inserted an
accoutt of the re-establishment of the Jesuits in Ca-
nada. Our cotemporary has also commenced a long
and animated article, descriptive of the miseries and
confusions which this powerful order has brought upon
the world. e is entitled to the thaoks of the Pro-
testant community for this, and we are gratified to
know that, in the contest which we foresee approach-
ing between Popery and true religion, so' powerful a
champion will be arrayed against “the novelties of
Romanism.” | ‘

We trust also that the visible efforts which Popery;
is making to regaio her former dominion, will awaken-

Churchmen to the suicidal folly and absolute wicked-
ness of” pouring large contributions, for the sake of
expediency, into the lap of the richly-endowed Romish
Charch. Far too much of this unrighteous tampe-
ring with the truth has characterized our community
throughout the Prvince; but we hope that it is now
Popery, if we be not vigilant, will
steal a march upon us: ‘It lays aside its most repul-
sive features: it adapts itself to the false liberalism
of the age; it creeps into private houses, and the
highest places; it is fostered by our local government ;
it usurps the greater share of Protestant charities, to
the unjust neglect of Protestant suffering; and, in
this very city, it has conceived the design of erecting
a cathedral and other institutions, intended to main-
tain and perpetuate its principles. '

From this state of things, we believe, that whole-
some lessons will be gradually learned; and that
Churchmen will at last admit the necessity of devoting
their substaiice and exertions exclusively to objects
connected with the Church. The only exception that
we know, would be in the relief of the poor. And
even in this, we are étrongly of opinion that Church-
uien ought to have an exclusive establishment of their
own,—rendering, however, after making provision for
their own, such support as may be in their power,
towards the relief of the indigent belonging to other
denominations. : :

The Conversations between M. Secker and Mpr.
Brown are brought toa ¢lose in this number, and those

.who have read them through, we think, will pronounce

them the most clear and minute exposure of the evils
and schismatical character of the Methodist system,
with which they ever met. We part from the excel-
lent and able writer with regret, in the hope, however,
that his plain and forcible logic will soon be exercised
upon some other interesting and important subject.

We perceive by the London Times that at a con-
gregation holden at Oxford, on the 1st December, for
granting degrees, the degree of Doctor in Dﬁ'inity was
conferred upon :the: Rev. J. Bevan, of St. Edmund
Hall. - We have little doubt that the name is wrongly
spelt, and that the divine in question was the Rev. J.
Beaven, lately appointed Professor of Divinity in the

University of King's College.

In another part of the paper, will ‘be found'two
articles relating to Messrs. Leachand Ritehie. With-
out saying that we agree with the writers in every

‘point, we think that their argaments, in the main, are

unanswerable, and the mind that breathes through
them, such as becomes Christian Gentlemen and lovers
of justice. We perceive that the Montreal Herald,
with its usual promptitude and spirit, b,ag copied the
whole case from the Toronto Herald, and’ that many
other journals have bestowed more or less notice upon
it.  We look for the happiest results from the spirit
of ecclesiastical inquiry which these Proceedings are
sure to excite.

We much regret that even now we gre unable to
give a proper account of the recitations and distri-
bution of prizes, which took plact.! at Upper Canada
College, on the 25th January. i3

We had intended noticing those Bays, who, in our
judgment, were most worthy of commeépdation. But
we can only find room to say that Maygr was deci-
dedl}y the best speaker—that all, iv different degrees,
and in various languages, acquitted themselves most
creditably—that the College IHall wag'filled to over-
flowing—and that Dr. McCaul delivered geveral brief
and appropriate addresses, especially ope 'in defence
of Classical Learning, with his usual felicity of diction
and sentiment,

As the best means of doing justice to the Boys, we
elsewhere insert entire the List of Priges;, Honours,
and Speeches,—among the latter will be found pieces
in German and Ilebrew. . ’ .

“Nothing but necessity prevents us froni dwelling at

large on a subject so congenial.

Communications,,
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THE RUBRICS,

Dear Sir,—I have been much pVe‘nsed and entertained by two

letters of your correspoudent A. B., the first .&’dkessed to Phi-

lokosmog, and the second to.me. I was pleased at seeing. the
effect of conscience, and entertained by his derempts to stifle
its voice. -His conscience informs him thdta’Clerzyman is
under certain vows and promises, His letgers point out the
means by which he evades the performsnceof them, ~ 3

T shall not attempt to follow him through his strictures on
my letter, nor attempt to defend the phrinc_uiar modes of ex-
pression which seem to offend bim, - In'writing, T have but
one object, to make myself understood ; and I find that I gene-
rally am successful.  The manner is to me & matter-of perfect
indifference. Presuming, as he does in the case of Philokosmos,
that be is a Clergyman, the remarks I have to make will be
made with that presumption, T

So goon as I saw the strictured of A, B.lon"my letter, T read
it, for the first time, with any {qy. every] attention,—for the
purpose of discovering, if I could, the cause of his anger,—and
the only caunse discoverable by me is, that it awakened him to
what his duty is; but that as he has determined not to per-
form it, his anger rises against any one who may set him the
example of the performance of it ; for as to any reflection either
cast, or intended to be east upon my brethren of . the Clergy, I
think. that he is the only person who looks upon it as baving
Indeed it is worded so
as to prevent any such juterpretation. . L acknowledge my ig-
norance of the rubrics being observed by more than two Cler-
gymen. What more could I have done? The truth is, the
communication wag sent in consequence of your often expressed
wish, Mr. Editor, to be made acquainted with what might be
doing in any Parish that was unusual—and I am sure that you,
at leust, were pleased at the communication.

"The excuser of A. B. for the non observance.of the Rubrics
are not very good. In his first letter they are “the supply of
two or three congregations at remote distaiices from each other,
and that Baptisms frequently take place at each, with the
Churching of women also.” = He supposes, I presume, that
Philokosmos is a Clergyman in the front, who has not a great
deal to do, and is ignorant of the labours of his brethren in the
back-wouds.  Whatever Philokosmos may be, or what his la-
bours, mine are just such as A. B. has described in the above
quotation. I live in the back-woods, and have three places to
supply. T will ask, in what way can this interfere with the
observance of the Rubrics? Would wearing the Surplice du-
ring the Sermon, and the other alterations, tend to. prevent
him? ~Indeed, 5o far as the Surplice is concerned, time would
be gained, for there would be no changing of dress, no stalking
majestically in and ont of the Church, backwards and forwards,
into and out of the vestry, Would Baptizing at the time
pointed out by the Rubric lengthen the Service? Perhaps it
would, in & case where the Baptisms were deferred till after the
congregation was dispersed, in order that the Minister might

hide the indecent haste with which the ceremony was gone
through to save time,  See the Bishop’s Charge on this subject.

This, however, is not the only excuse. A. B. asks, Is not
Divine Service frequently performed in places, the cold of which
at some seasons, and the heat and inconvenience of others, is
almost ‘intolerable both to Minister and people? 1am sorry
that he is so difficult to please.
the way of the observance of the Rubrics.

But neither heat nor cold could prevent him from reading
the Service in his own house according to the first Rubric on
this subject, Does A. B. do this? 1 have no doubt that his
conscience. enables him to get overit. 1 dare say he argues
thus: "The ficst Rubric is intended for Clergymen without a
Parish—but I have one—of course therefore I am not bound
to read the daily Service at home. We see by his letters, how
he quiets his conscience in regard to the second Rubrie on this
subject. It is too hot in Stmmer, It is too cold in Winter.

Your Correspondent appears to me to consider a strict ob-
servance of the Rubric as of minor importance. Yet one would
think that the language of the Bi-hop of London was signifi-
cant enough upon this point : *“It is useless to discuss the dif-
ference in point of obligation between the Rubric and the Ca-
nous; the real distinetion seems to be, that the Canons may
i certain cases, by competent authority, be dispevsed with, dut
not the Rubrics, except when it is specially so provided.” And
thus. with all due deference to A. B, the sentence quoted hy
the latter is not the common sense decision. His Lordship
had given that in the sentence now quoted by me. And had
A. B, made use of his common sense before writing bis letter,
he would have seen the Bishop’s decision to have béen eorrect.
He has heard surely of the Act of Uniformity. What unifor-
mity would there be, and at the risk of increasing the anger of
A. B. I ask, what uniformity is there in this Provinee, by the
Rubrics being neglected so very generally as they were,—and
I think, still are?  Uniformity is entirely out of the question,
when each Clergyman is to determine for himselfy what is that
necessity which in his case is to ahsolve him from the obser-
vance of the law, and the performance of his 0wn' most sacred
ordivation vows. To follow the rule.of A, B. would be to.open
the door to every kind of novelty—to shortening the Services,
to altering them, to miutilating them, which in Englahd and
Ireland, and I believe in this Province, has been done in the

| Baptismal Service.  Aud I bave no hesitation in assérting,

notwithstand'ng the very strong language of A. B, that no
Clergyman, “ tenacious of conscience and sensible of his obli-
gations,” would be “so unfaithful to either,” as to bind them
to the principle, or rather want of pringiple, contained- in the
words quoted by A. B., necessitas non habet leges— which are
used generally as a loophole, wheuee to eseape or by which to
excase, the doing any thing which militates against, or adds to,
present ease and convenience. With regard to the very laugh-
able pathetic picture he draws of a Clergyman “proceeding for
milek (7) under our rigorous climate to the Parish Church with
+his family, or by himself, to repeat prayers to the respanses® of
his own quivering voice and chattering articulation, 1 will tell
hith how I prevent this. I send myawn man to light the fires,
and fornish the fuel at my own expense; any thing rather than
a continued disobedience to the Rubric, when 1 am once con-
vieted of disobedience to it.

I will 30w make an extract from a pamphlet published at
home, whieh gives, I think, a most faithful picture of the Church
in this Provinee :—* Suppose one, who only knew the Church
of England from its character on paper,—who had mastered
the view which it gives of itself in the Prayer Book,—what
would he expect ? I words have any meaning, ¢ The order for
Morning and Evening Prayer daily to be said throughout the
Year," would have led him to expect that onr Churches would
be open more than once every day. It is too painful to ask,
What is her practice? A general disregard of the directions
contained in the first page of the Prayer Book. He would

have found in the same Prayer Book, minute directions about
fasts and festivals, a plain order to celebrate Baptisms at the
font during Divine Service, to catechize children publicly, to
use the Offertory every Sunday with the Sermon. What
would he have found? Children baptized in their father’s di-
ning room, Catechizing entirely neglected, the beautiful prayer
of the Church Militant banished, the Offertory never used but
on Communion Days, and perhaps not then.”t

Here I finish my quotation, My letter is about Rubries—
not ahout doctrine.  But I would recommend the whole pamph-
let to the Clergy of the Diucese, as onc from which they may
obtain much knowledge of the Church, and from which some
would rise better, because more eharitable, Christians. '

Excuse & few more quotations in proof of the propriety of a
strict adherence to the Rubries: “The Rupric obliges the Mi-
nisters of the Church at the times of their parish ministrations.
to the use of no other ornaments, hut surplices and hoods agree-
able to their degrees.”

“Taking it always for granted, that there is a reason for
whatever is prescribed in a rubrie, and ruch an one as is ot to
be contradicted by our private practice, or rejected for the sake |
of any modes or customs, brought in we know not how.”

One more, and I think this will be sufficiéent. :

“ Will you then give your faithful diligence, always so to
minister the doctrine and Sacraments, and the disciplipe of
Christ; as the Lord hath commanded, and as this Church and.
Realm hath received the same, according to the Commandments
of God; so that You may teach the people commiitted to your.
cure and charge, with all diligence to keep and gbserve the same ?

“Answer—1 will do so, by the help of the Lord. £ !

“The Rubric—to which we bere bind ourselves by éxpress
consent and promise, is upon a different footing from all other
ecclesiastical Jaws, For we are ‘under this peculiar circam-
stance of obligation to observe it, that we have by our sub-
scriptions and declarations of conformity before our ordinary,
and by our declaration of assent and consent as préseribed by
the ‘Act of Uniformity,—1 say we have in all these several
ways tied ourselves duwn to a regular, constant, conscientious
performance of all and every thing prescribed in and by the
Book of Common Prayer according to the usage of the Church
of England.  And seeing it hath been the wisdom of our Church
to lay us'under these engagements, in order to preserve exact
conformity in the public worslrip, and all the li'“"gicpﬂiceu,—
nay, since it hath bheen judged proper to carry us throngh a
train of these stipulations,—and seeing we have entered, as we
have profesced, ex animo, into this Covenant with the Church,
and have deliberately renewed it, as often as there lath been
occasion,—how frivolous is it for any of us to sy, that the con-
nivance, or the presumed consent of our ordinary, or the private
conveniency of ourselves or families, or the obliging of any of
our Parishioners, or the apparent inexpediency of adhering to
the letter in some few casex, will dissolve this our obligation to
conformity | Surely we must know, that these and the like
allegations are quite out of the case,—that however our Church
Governors may dispense with our breaches of the rubric, how-
ever our people muy acquiesce in them, or approve of them, yet
the question is, how far we are at liberty todispense with [them]
ourselves,onaccount of the forementioned engagements, to which
God and the Church are made witnesses in as solemn a man-
ner, as they are to our stipulations at Confirmation or Matri-
mony,—or whether we have not precluded ourselves from all
benefit of such exemption or dispenration, as might perhaps be
reasonably alleged in several other merely statutable or canon-
ical matters,

“This indeed we must always take along with us, that our
obligations to observe the Rubrie, liow indispensable soever, are
subject to this provico, namely, that the rule prescribed be a
thing practicable, which perhaps cannot be said of all rubrics
in all Churches, or in all places of the Kingdom,—nay, that it
be & thing which falls within the Minister’s power, so that he
be not deprived of Lis liberty in acting——or restrained in it, by
the previous acts of other people, whereby that, which would
be practicable in itself, is rendered not practicable by him, I
will not positively say, that no other proviso is to be allowed
of or admitted, because this cannot be determined absolutely,
or otherwise than by a particular consideration of each rule or
injunction under several different ¢ircumstances. But we may
affirm in general, that we are under higher obligations to ob-
serve the Rubrics than any other ecclesiastical law whatsoever,
that excepting a very few cases, or urder some_necessary limi-
tations and reservations, we are bound to adhere to it literally,

punctually, and perpetually,—and that whosoever among the
Clergy either adds to it, or diminishes from it, or uses any other
rule instead of it, as he is in the eye of the law so far a Non-
conformist, so it behoves him to consider with himself, whether
in paint of. éonscience he be not a breuker of his izord and trusti
and an eluder of his engagements to’ the Church.”— Archdeacon
Sharp.  And T will add in the words of the pamphlet before
quoted, that “ men who in practical matters, daily dicobey the
express command of the Prayer Book, in almost every oné'of
its Rubrics, are not even qualified to be guides as to its mean-
ing,and are not quite in a safe position to abase their brethren,”
who are endeavouring gradually fo come round to the obser-
vance of the Rubrics, and to avercome tlie repugnance of their
congregations to the change,—a repugnance, be it remembered,
oceasioned by the laxity of the Clergy themselves,

One more quotation, Mr. Editor, and I have done. Itis

applicable, not verbally in all its parts, but throughont inits |

epirit, to the letters which have caused this lengthy epistle.

“We are told of writers, relying on the authority of the
darkest ages of popery,—of their irrational fanaticism,—intel-
leetual drivelling,—of their writing like the most ignorant
popish fanatics,—of their reviving the figments of the darkest
ages of papal superstition, &e. &e. Brave words surely! well
and good,—take your fill of them, since you choose them for
your portion. It does but make our spirits rise cheerily and
hopefully thus to be encountered. Never were such words on
one side—but deeds were on the other.  We know our place
and our fortune, to give a witness, and to be condemned, to be
ill-used, and to succeep. Such is the'law which God has
annexed to the promulgation of the trath. TIts preachers suffer,
but its CAUSE PREVAILS. Beit so. Joyfully will we consent
to this compact. And the more you attack us personally, the
more, for the very omen’s sake, will we exult in it,” E.

[ This controversy must positively end here.—Ep. Cn.]

ON A BOOK OF PSALMS AND HYMNS, LATELY
INTRODUCED INTO THE DIOCESE OF
QUEBEC.

Sir,—TI am desirons of calling the attention of the Lord
Bishop of Montreal to what I believe to be an unquestionable
invasion of the unity and purity of the Church, which has lately
been made in two Chapels, which, though proprietary, are I
believe nevertheless under his pastoral supervisal, 1In order to
put the nature of the case in as clear a light as possible, T will
transeribe from a Book of Psalms and Hymns, lately introduced
for the use of the congregations of Trinity Charch in Montreal,

* What is the meaning of those words in italics ?

t Plainwords to plain people onthe present dissensions in the Church.
London, 1842, ;

THe CHureh,

Heat and cold both stand in

s il

e -

and the Chapel of the Holy Trinity in Quebec, a composition

purporting to be the Third Psalm of David.

Before proceeding, it may not be amiss to premise that this
one is not unique, but merely a fair specimen of many of the
Psalms (so-called) which are to be found in the book in quess:
tion. From a notification in my Prayer-book, I learn that in
1696, His Majesty was pleased, upon the humble petition of
Nicholas Brady and Nahum "T'ate, to order in Council * that
their version of the Psalms of David be allowed and permitted
to be used in all Churches, Chapels and Congregations as shall
think fit to receive the same.” 1 recognize and acknowledge
the authority under which their new version was introduced
into the public service of the Church; but to the unauthorised
introducers of this selection I am tempted to address the
peremptory challenge put to the sons of Sceva, * Jesus I know,
and Paal 1 koow, but who are ye?” Laying aside the argu-
guments drawn from the scriptural authority of Episcopacy,
and, arguing as a layman, from the fitness and expediency of
things, 1 liave been used to say that one of the great advantages
of the Episcopal Order and of our form of Church Government,
consisted in the stability and uniformity thus secured to the
Church.

A Churchman travelling, upon entering any place of worship
(professedly in communion with the Church of England), finds
the service the same as that with which bis infancy was fami-
liarized. He is at home, and may with uindivided attention
bear bis part in the whole setvice, uninterrupted by extraneous
novelties.  This has been the valued privilege of the devout
Churchman; but if each Clergyman be at liberty to introduce
a new version of Psalms, of his own mere motion, we sacrifice
this privilege, and shall soon have as many versions as Churehes;
and he who would join in public worship, must be content wi'h
anincomplete performance of this duty, or provide himself with
a new book every time he changes his residence, or the Pastor
may chance to be removed from his cure. In short, the uni-
farmity and unity of the Church will no longer be absolute,
bat it will be changed into a mere similarity ; and the Churches
of England will be a more correct phrase to designate the Na-

fional Establishment than the Church of England.

* ‘En passant I may remark that in 1696, a New Version of
“I'the! Psalms was actnally required to remedy an acknowledged
defect in the version then in use, which defect is alluded to by
the Bishop of London, in his Circular, dated 1698, recom-
nending the New Version, !

The language of the Old Version had become antiquated,
was in many instances uncouth, and in some tended to excite
Judicrous ideas. To remedy these evils, innovation, though in
itself an evil, was necessary; but this innovation was intended
to be geveral—was made by competent authority—sanctioned
by the Temporal Head of the Church, and recommended by
one of her most eminent prelates.

I might comment upon the totally inexplicable omissions of
the finest and most beautifully versified Psalms; as, for in-
stance, the 15th, 25th, 26th, 51st, 66th, 86th, 103rd, 130th
and 145th, and also of the strange mutilation of others, the 1st
verse of the 5th Psalm, and all except two verses of the 30th
Psalm, being omitted. But I proceed to incomparably the
most grave part of the charge. I assert that the purity of the
Church is invaded.  In proof, allow me to recal your attention
to the composition I have transcribed :—

PSALM IIIL

1. O Gud, how endless is thy love,
Thy gifts are every evening new,
And morning mercies from above
Gently distil like early dew.

2. Thou spreadst the curtain of the night
Great Guardian of our sleeping hours;
Thy sovereign word restores the light
And quickens all our drowsy powers.

3. Lord, may we yield to thy command;
o thee still consecrate our days!
Perpetual blessings from thy hand
Demand perpetual songs of praise.

Now, I put it to you, Sir, whether this be even a paraphrase
of the 3rd Psalm of David? If T am justified in my assertion
that it is an entirely new composition, having no one idea in
common with that penned by the sweet Psalmist of Israel
| (which it purports merely to versify), then it must be admitted
that we have bere an attempt to palm off upon the unwary a
mere human effusion as the inspiration of the Holy Ghost;
aud if in one single instance this be sanctioned, what guarantee
has the Church that some latitudinarian may not intraduce
“Pope’s Universal Prayer,” or Moore's Sacred Melodies, or
any other insidious poicon, and foist them upon his congrega-
tion, as versions of the Psalms of David ?

Sir, T am sprung from singularly pious parents, members of
the Chareh of England, who taught me to love the Church,
and satisfied my judgment that she was worthy of my love,—
such as she was, I will, hy God’s grece adliere to her, Modern
innovators may change her, but they shall not change me until
my reason is convinced that she may be made more seriptural;
and, with my present views, I cannot consent to remain a mem-
ber of u congregation where such changes are made. It is
within my personal knowledge that many members of the
Church bere pasticipate in the sentiments I have expressed,
and T trust that the timely interference of the eminent Prelate,
Whose pastoral care this Diovese happily cujuys, wiiliprevent
schism arising out of this ill-judged attempt to render the
Chureh more evangelical, and will not allow the suthorised
Version of the Psalms of David (the man after God’s own hLeart)
to be superseded hy a work not only very inferior as a literary
production, but which, in offering false translations, earries
deception on its face, and opens the door to & thousand abuges,

Your’s, A Laymay,

Quebee, 17th January, 1843,

Canadian  Ecclesiastical Intelligence,

RECTORY OF COBOURG.

The communication of statistical information Telative
to the several Parishes throughout the Diocese, is desi-
rable not merely for the sake of warning or encourage-
ment,—as the case may be,—to members of the church
within its proper bounds, but in order also to convey to
our influential and benevolent friends in the Mother Coun-
try some idea of the great moral and spiritual results
which, through the Divine blessing, are made to flow from
the diffusion of their bounty in the Colonies and Foreign
Parts.  On this ground, it may be added that the dissemi-
nation of statistical knowledge of this kind,—now that
an organ has been supplied through which such know-
ledge can be conveyed,—is not only useful, but important;
not desirable only, but a matter of duty.

Tue Recrory or Coourg, like most others in the
Province, is indebted for its establishment to the Vene- |
rable Sociéty for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign
Parts; and although through the care of the zealous
Bishop of the Diocese, seconded in a very cordial and
gratifying manner, by His Excellency Sir John Colborne
(now Lord Seaton), it may be said to possess a very pro-
mising Endowment, which, in some future generations
may constitute the entire support of the Incumbent, the
| Venerable Society may, up to the present time indeed, he
| considered as the instrument, in the hands of Providence,

tioned to the maintenance of one Apostolic Church, and
cast itaway to the rending and striving factions of dissent.
Every contribution so bestowed is weakening the cause
of Apostolic Order and Trath, and adding proportionably
to the violence of religious strife, and frequently to the
advancement of social disorganization. We know, too,
that such a misapplication of our worldly substance is
often impelled by motives with which right christian feel-
ing has not the slightest connexion ;—sometimes from the
unworthy desire of obtaining the applause of liberality”
from those with whom in religious tenets we profess to
differ ; possibly, at other times, with the view to advance
the value of some property, which the contiguity of the
chapel of dissent as well as the religious edifice in connec-
tion with God’s true Church, may be thought to enbance;
not unfrequently, too, in order to procure the dubious
support of those who benefit by this misapplied liberality,
in some approaching electioneering struggle ; and some-
times from the more amiable, though scarcely less excu-
sable good-nature, which, solicited as such benevolence
often is on personal grounds, can hardly bear to utter a
refusal,

The benefit of this improved view as well of the appli-
cation as of the motives of Christian liberality, will be
felt, largely and extensively we trust, in the working of
our “Crurch Sociery.” Thus far the operations of
this noble Institution are promising ; and it is hoped that
. in the Districts of Newcastle and Colborne, the annual
funds,—after the contribution of one-fourth to the Parent
Society,— so judiciously required,—will be adequate at
least to the support of a Travelling Missionary, to the
maintenance of a-general Depository of Books, and to the
establishment of a Parochial Library, wheresoever an
organized parish exists. The contributions towards this
great object, from the parish of Cobourg alone, already
exceed 50 per annum, and when the subscription list is
filled up, it 1s hoped that the amount of annual donations
will reach 100L. A proportionate contribution from the
other parishes in the two Districts, would admit very
easily the realization of the objects which are above de-
tailed. :

‘The PArocatar Scroor attached to this Rectory, has
been in operation since the 9th of May last, and during
the summer months averaged about 60 scholars. This
large attendance led to the temporary engagement of a
Female Teacher, in addition to the services rendered by
the permanent Master ; and although the winter attend-
ance, from the distance of many of the children, and other
causes, does not justify the continuance of that increased
expence, it will probably be undertaken again during the
ensuing summer.

The Sunpay ScHOOL is in prosperous operation,—the
more so, since it has received the benefit of the services
of Mr. Wilson, lately Superintendent of the large and
flourishing School of St. James at Toronto; numbering,
upon the Books, about 80 boys and 50 girls, with nine
Male and seven Female Teachers, exclusive of the Super-
intendent and Secretaries in each.

The benefit of these two Institutions,—the Parochial
and Sunday School,—is very materially subserved by a
system of Tract distribution which has recently been
adopted. This work, for the present, is undertaken
entirely by the Students of Divinity, as serving to habitu-
ate them to the important duty of Pastoral Visiting; and
it constitutes one amongst the numerous advantages which
this Town and neighbourhood possesses in the establish-
ment here of the Diocesan Theological School.

In common with many other spots in the Diocese, we
have to lament our stinted Church-room; for while St.
Peter’s Church cannot conveniently accommodate more
than 500 people, even if every seat had its occupant,—
which, on the pew-system, is impossible,—there are ascer-
tained to be within the limits of Cobourg alone about

4 1150 professed members of the Church of England, and

not less than that number in the township besides. Al-
lowing that one-third of this whole number are able to
attend Church, we ought,—especially in making allow-
ance for the admitted, though perhaps necessary, evils of
pew-proprietorships,—to possess Church accommodation
for at least 1000 souls. It is, however, a gratification to
feel that the present Church may, without altering its
proportions or materially changing its internal construc-
tion, be made to accommodate at least 150 individuals in
addition to what it can at present contain.—The nature
of these desirable improvements will probably be stated
at the Vestry Meeting at Easter, and little doubt ean be
felt that they will then be carried immediately into effect.

In connection with these contemplated improvements,
it should be mentioned that a handsome Foxt of the St.
Mary’s pattern, was transmitted last summer, by some
unknown benefactor, for the use of this Chureh, and if
we are not permitted to thank him personally for. so
highly prized a donation, he [or she] has at least th,e
gratification of feeling that it was the honour of God’s
cause and not the desire of the applause of men, which
impelled the gift.

We have also to acknowledge the gift of a CommuNION-
TanLr, with a pair of kneeling benches, from Mr. F. S.

e —————

whereas many are necessarily overlooked:in the circula~
tion of a subseription-paper. ’

The Notitia Parochialis for 1842, is as follows ;—
Baptisms, .

Marriages, .. 26
20 e SR I T IR g A ssniiai i
Communicants,—
Greatest number at one celebration, .......... R 1L
Average at monthly celebrations, ....... s MGk
Wehole aumbBer, e, .sessss. s usnme i oo siswibe st MaP

THE CHURCH SOCIETY OF THE DIQCESE OF
TORONTO. )
ESTABLISHED 28th Aprin, 1842,
LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS, &c.
(Continued from 5th August.)

£ s b £ 09 %
John Mosley ...... 1 5 0 |J.Elis ... o 1808
Mrs. A. McDonnell 0 5 0 |T.S. Shortt. .015 0
Edward Robson ... 0 10 0 |J. Craig .... 1
J. T. Smith......... 1 5 0PSIWonk ol s TN
H. Brent..... .1 5 0 [Mrs Dalton......... 015 0
H. Thompson ...... 0 5 0 |OwenMiller&Mills1 5 ©
Mrs. A. Gibson ... 0 2 6 |G. Denison, jr...... 1 s
Mr. McCormick ... 0 2 6 |H.Hawkins........ .010 ©
Jas. Lepper...... .0 2 6 |T. H. Robinson,
J: Raper..3; .00 18 (Commissariat) 1 5 ©
Robert James ...... 0 5 74 |— De Fonblanque 0 5 ©
John Hart ... ST5 70 | FuEvast 5 1 51
Mrs, S. Sewell...... 1 5 0 |J. McCabe .........0 7 6
Dr. Sewell .......1 5 0 | Wm.James.........0 § 0
Miss Thorne ......0 5 0 |JohnJohnston......0 1 &
A. Mercer, (don.) 5 0 O |Mrs. Jobnston......0 1 3
— Davis...ivaerenss 0 0 7} |Martha Johnston...0 1 &
Mrs. Heward ......0 5 0 | Thos. Champion...1 5 0
F. Lewis...... .0 5 0 | Wm. Rowsell ......1 5 ©
L. Moffatt"........: 2 10 0 | Rev. H. J. Grasett,
Joseph Beckett ...1 5 0 | MA. ............5 0 @
Adam Wilson...... 0 10 0 | Anonymous, — per
J. G Harper ......k 5 O Rev. H.J.Grasett7 0 ©
John Jacques <0 5 0 |E.Deedes, (Beach-
G. Walton ......0.. 50T il e 300
W.H." Robinson, John Arnold ......1 '8 0
(Commissariat) 1 5 0 | Thos. C. Patrick.., 1+ 5 @
W. Stanton......... 0 5 0 |Miss Cameron......5 0 ©
J. Durnford...., ... 1 5 0 | H.T. Norris ......1 3 ©
G. Wilgress......... 1 5 0 [J.W.Gamble(don)5 0 ©
J. G. Howard ...... 0 5 0 |Chas. Berezy ...... 150
Mrs. Cockburn ... 1 5 0 | Lt. Riddell, Royal
Col. W. Chewett... 2 10 0 Artillery (don.) 12 10 0
Dr. Gwynne - ...... 1 5 0 | Daniel Brooke...... 130
Miss Powell......... 1 5 0 |John Richey ......0 10 0

(To be continued.)

THE JESUITS IN CANADA.
(From the Montreal Herald, of the 21st January.)

Through the medium of the French Canadian journals,
particularly that published by the Bishop’s [i. e. the Ro-
mish bishop of Montreal’s] Chaplain, and styled Mélanges
Religieuz, we have been put into possession of information,
that must fill the minds of all good [Roman] Cathqlzcs:u
well as Protestants, with alarm, regret, and indignation ";
THE SOCIETY OF JESUITS IS FORMALLY RE-ESTABLISHE f
15 CANADA.  Yes, under the auspices of the Bishop 0
Montreal, this society, whose chronicles are written in
blood, whose history from the date of its establishment
until its overthrow, presents one continued scene of vio-
lence, avarice and licentiousness; whose ruling passion
was the lust of power, and whose tenets acknowledged 1
law of God, or man, tiiat could stand between its members
and their object: this society has been inaugurated ™
Montreal, to be as it has ever been, the most devilish eurses
that ever strewed a land with slaughter, steeped it in su=
perstition, corrupted its morality, and retarded its 1m-
provement.

The following is a translation of the announcement of
its re-establishment :—

“On Sunday last, at the festival of St. Nom de Jesus,
there was chaunted in the Cathedral, during Mass, at
which the Rev. Mr. Martin officiated, the Veni Creators
to inaugurate the establishment of the sect of Jesults
in this city. The Rev. Mr. Luiset delivered an excel
lent sermon on the sacred name of Jesus, our light, our
strength, our consolation during our earthly pilgrimage-
These two Jesuit Priests will have the superintendence
of the Noviciate at Montreal, and commence, from this
date, their religious residence in that eapacity, but_ﬁhe
Noyiciate will not be regularly opened till next spring-
The reverend gentlemen will employ themselves during
the winter in the exercises of their sacred ministry, under
the superintendence of the Bishop. His Lordship intima-
ted on Sunday, previous to the ceremony, that they were
to aid the reverend priests in the city. The duties of the
curé of Laprairie continue to be discharged by the Supe-
rior, and Fathers Tellier and Hanipaux. It is said that
the Rev. Mr. Duranquet is studying the Indian language
agnt‘he Lake of Two Mountaius, to enable him to become

M a b
%ﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬁtg,ﬂregﬂmn of St. Peter’s Ehurch. "These arti-
cles are constructed, with much taste, of black walnut,
and are very handsome addition tothe furniture of the |
Chancel, in lieu of the plainer and less appropriate table
which previously stood there.

A double damask *fair linen cloth for the Communion
Table,” with a glory diverging from the centre and
repeated on the side, encircling the letters L H. 8, toge-
ther with a napkin to cover the paten and chalice, of the
finest white linen satin damask, and having a border com-
posed of alternate mitre and ‘croziers, with a. sacred
monogram and an eastern cross,—has also been presented,
as a Christmas offering to the Church, by the wife and
daughters of another member of the congregation. These
are examples which are recorded not for the gratification
of the donors, but as a proof that a correct Church spirit
is gaining ground and extending, here as in other parts.

In order to carry more fully into effect, and with a bet-
ter practical influence, the directions of the Church,
touching her public ministrations, the following Circular
has recently been issued by the Rector of this parish to
his congregation:—

“In obedience to the earnest recommendation of the
Lord Bishop of the Diocese, that the Clergy in their pub-
lic ministrations, should manifest as strict an adherence
to Rubrical directions and to the spirit and discipline of
the Church as may be found to be practicable, I desigm,
at as early a period of the New Year as circumstances
will allow, to enter upon the following arrangements:—

‘L That Baptism should henceforward be administered
during Divine Service, and its appointed place, immediate-
ly after the Second Lesson ; and to meet, in this respect,
the general convenience as far as possible, I propose to
hold an Afternoon Service on the first Sunday of every
month, at half past three o’clock (this to be a substitute
for the usual Evening Service on that day), at wnich I
should request that children should be brought forward
for Baptism. It is desirable that the parties, having chil-
dren to be baptized, should, on those occasions, imme-
diately proceed to the altar, or font, on the conclusion of
.the Second Lesson ; and to save time and confusion, that

through which this Rectory has been maiuly sustaived. |, they should hand to the officiating Clergyman, or to the

In the year 1833, when the withdrawal of the usual
| Parliamentary Grant compelled the Society to an arrange-
| ment by which the payment of the Clergy, formerly upon
| their list in Upper Canada, was assumed by Government,

still, as they undertook the whole maintenance of the
l Clergy in Lower Canada, it might fairly be considered
that they were as much as ever the patrons of the Church
in both Dioceses.. This was an arrangement which, as
far as their personal interest and convenience was con-
cerned, the Clergy then upon their list have every reason
to lament; because not only was the sum of 30% sterling
| per annum abated from the amount of stipend previously
possessed, but from being obliged henceforward to draw
their income from the Provincial Treasury, they lost, to
“theém, the iniportant benefit of the premium attendant apon
‘the drawing of Bills upon England. This annual subtrac-
tion, conjoined with the other loss referred to, rendered
‘the diminution of the income to the Clergy, then upon the
Sceiety’s list, not less than 50L currency per annum ;—
| @ terious sum to be withdrawn, under any circumstances,
| from a stipend in itself but moderate at best, and the more
| serious because it was experienced, by the generality of
! those who sustsined the loss, at a time when their own
| rising families, and consequently increased expences,
caused them to require an augmentation rather than a
diminution of income,— In many cases, the loss thus sus-
tained has been made up, in whole or in part, by volun-
| tary contributions on the part of the congregations, but
| experience has, in most instances, demonstrated the pre-
carious character of a maintenance like this; and the ac-
ceptance of it at all is, in not a few cases, attended with
some circumstances of mortification and pain. Not that
any Christian believer is exempt from the contribution of
a share of his substance to the maintenance of the Lord’s
altar, and the Lord’s ministers; but not unfrequently, in
this mode of its appropriation, the recipient is led to feel
that a private favour has been conferred, rather than a
public and religious duty fulfilled.

Still, with some reasons for passing discouragement, we
have grounds for congratulation that a more correct and
religious spirit is rising up, and pervading the land, on
the subject of the appropriation of our temporal substance
to the cause of God, and so to the spiritual weltare of our
| fellow-creatures. The reiteration of admonitions and
explanations upon this point, has not been without its
effects, and professing Christians are being brought to
feel that a portion of what earthly means we have, belongs
to God, and the very first debt which we are, in consei-
ence, bound to discharge, is that which is owing to His
service. We are gradually less and less distressed by what
we may well term an anomaly in Christian ethics,—that
the last expence to be thought of, or taken into account,
is that which concerns the service of religion ; and in

the first item to be swept away from the list of pecuniary
obligations, is that which has reference to ( hristianity in
the land,—to the missionary enterprise, or to the local
charity. A holier spirit is gaining ground, and along
with it a more exact obedience, to the dictates of the honest
as well as really charitable principle,—that it is wrong to
take ¢ the children’s bread,” that which should be appor-

cases of a reverse of fortune, or change of circumstances, |

«clerk, a paper containing the names of the children to be
baptized and the date of their birth, the parents’ names in
full, and their residence, and the names of the Godfathers
and Godmothers.

“II. There will be an administration of the Holy Sa-
,crament, as usual, on the first Sunday of every month,
when such Sunday does not fall within two weeks of any
ofthe principal Festivals. OnCommunion-Days, the'general
Collection will, in future, be made after the Sermon; du-
ring which the Offertory will be read, and at the conclu-
sion of the Prayer for the Church Militant, a few verses
of a Sacramental Hymn will be sung to allow time for
such of the congregation to retire, as do not desire to par-
take of the Holy Sacrament.

 “IIL. Actcording to the special recommendation of the
Bishop of 'the Diocese, and in conformity with the prac-
tice of the primitive Church (see 1. Cor. xvi. 2.) there
will, from and after the first Sunday in February next,
be a collection made in the Church every Sunday, before
the Sermon, On communion-days, and on other special
occasions, there will be but one collection, viz. after the
Sernion.

“IV. There will henceforward, during each year, be
four special Collections, for the following objects:— 1. The
general designs of the “ Church Society”; 2. The Paro-
chial School; 3. The Sunday School; and 4. The Dis-
trict Travelling Mission. Of these special Collections,
notice will always be given on the previous Sunday.

““In these arrangements I feel that [ can anticipate the
fullest and most cordial co-operation of my congregation.
They are designed for the advancement of our own spi-
ritual edification and benefit; and this result with the Di-
vine blessing, they cannot fail to promote, if persevered
in with christian energy and devotion.” .

The mode here proposed for the performance of public
Baptism, it will be perceived, is in strict accordance with
the recommendation of the Episcopal Charge, at the
Visitation in September 1841; and in reference to the
collections in Charch, which are about to be revived on
the primitive and Apostolical system, it may be rgmax:ked
that these, if liberally made and in that spirit wh}ch is to
be anticipated from every Christian congregation, the
annual amount thus raised would suffice to supply not only
the physical wants of the poor, but, with the aid of the spe-
cialcollections proposed tobemade annually in the Church
intheir behalf, to sustain our Parochial and Sunday Schools,
“—besides aiding largely in effecting repairs and improve-
ments in the Church itself. A hope, indeed, may reason-
ably be entertained, that the revenue accraning from
| Pew-rents, conjoined with the result of the Sunday col-
| lections,—if liberally contributed to,—will enable the
1 directors of our local ecclesiastical affairs, to maintain all
| the proper charities of the Church, as they may be termed,

without ever resorting to a special subseription for that
| object.—And how much better such a mode is, than the
| circulation of a special subscription-paper for every im-

provement that is to be effected, or distress to be relieved,
or charity to be maintained, is manifest not only from its
closer adherence to the Apostolic model, but from the
fact that, in this way, all the members of the Congregation
will be enabled to bear their share in such contributions,

|

-2 onars.. . s ..
Already, have about twenty of the Fathers of this order

arrived in Canada; already, has an application been made
to the Governmentfor g grant of land for the erection of
a college; already in the neighbouring state, hus an
earnest been ngen_that the intoleramt rule and presump-
tuous arrogance which marked the society in former ages,
will soon be exented here, as when in olden time, it$
machinations shook the civilized world, and turned the
powers of empires to its own aggrandizement. No' man
unacquainted with the history of this too celebrated order,
can form an opinion of the part it is likely to play in this
province, the urgent necessity that exists for its immediate
and utter extinction.

Canada.

THE CASE OF MESSRS. LEACH AND RITCHIE.
(From the Toronto Patriot of the 27th Jan.)

It is equally foreign to our wishessand intentions to take any
part in the discussion lately excited by the withdrawal of the
Revd. Messrs Leacn and Rrrcuie from the Chureh of Seot-
land.  'We will lay before our readers if not in this, at least in
our next impression, the public documents which have already
appeared in cotemporary Journals, being the letters of the Revd.
Gentlemen, announcing their intentions of leaving the Church
—the libel found by the Presbytery against them—and the an-
swer of Mr. Leacu thereto—from these documents our readers
may form their own judgment on the matter. ;
But we should be wanting in our duty as independent Journ=
alists did we not point out one strong point im these documents
which it does not require a theologian to usderstand—and
whieh common justice to two gentlemen of irreproachable cha=
racter requires to be distinguished.
The presbytery has refused to ascept Mr. Leach’s resignation
and has actually deposed him from the Ministry, which previous
to his deposition he had formally abandoned, on the grounds of
heresy, schism, rashness and a tendency to divisive courses, for
the truth of which tke solitary evidence adduced is his very act of
resignation.
None of the allegations could ever have been made or heard
of but for the voluntary act of the retiring minister. By ten"
dering his resignation he exhibits his tendency to heresy, schismy
&e., &e., and for this, and this alone, he is to be expelled.
No witness is called—no evidence is adduced except the ll"
leged culprit’s own respectful aet of resignation, and yet for {’f"
he is brought to trial and condemned. o
We confess our utter inability to perceive the fairness of thi®
proceeding on the common rules of seuse, to say nothing
logie, i

gﬂéd either of these Revd. Gentlemen in any Y‘l“'%:::{
against the discipline of their Church previous to CM“.":'.“O'
tion, we at once admit the perfect propriety ofl:'{“fi"g e
them to retire and insisting on pun'uhing..;b!“i TR ABE |
isting offence, . g

An officer in the army will not be allowed to sell out or renrvc
if threatened with & Court Martial for a previous breach of duty.
An Attorney will not be allowed to have his name volantarily
struck off the rolls of his Court until an enquiry is made that
no charge is pending or threatened against him for which he
ought to be punished. But in the absence of any such—-unless
in his application to be allowed to retire he actually insulted
the Court or therein committed some other offence—the favor
would be granted him without comment.

A friend put the case to us thus in conversation—* Your
“servant comes to you very respectfully and says—*Eir, I
“must ask leave to quit your service—I do not like my present
“employment—the work is not suited to me or! to it”’—or
“any other ordinary reason. You say to him “I will not allow
“you to quit my service. Itis truel have no fault to find
“with you for the manner in which you bave discharged your
“duties—but I dismiss and expel you from my employment on
“the grounds mentioned by you in your desire to quit—youn
“have rashly abandoned the work for which I hired you and in
“which you have been long employed—you have no reason for
“g0 doing—1 discharge you.” ”

In this familiar case, has the servant of his own accord left
his master’s employ or Las his master discharged him?

We have nothing to do—and desire to have nothing to do
with any discussion of the merits or demerits of this remarka-
ble event—but we are naturally defirous to see justice done—
and cannot refrain from expressing our honest opinion that
Messrs. Leach and Ritchie have been hardly dealt with for
taking a step to which, in the absence of positive evidence to-
the contrary, we are bound to believe they were led by a con-
scientious conviction of its propriety.

(From the Patriot of the 31st January.)
To the Editor of the Patriot.

Str,—The public mind has of late (as the Editor of the
Colonist informs us) been much excited and intereste.d in the
late proceedings of the Presbytery of Toronto, against Mf-
Leacn and Mr. Rircnrg, and which proceedings have termi-
nated in the deposition of those two gentlemen from the office
of Ministers. :

Having carefully read the account of the proceedings, (as
stated in the Colonist,) and also the repeated remarks made by
the Editor on those proceedings, (the l.atter almost calling for
remarks or reply from any one who might object to them,) I
take the liberty of requesting you to insert the few following
observations.
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