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Poetry.

THE PORTRAIT OF A GOOD PREACHER.

Mine be the man whose doctrine pure and sound,
No tropes distract, no metaphors confound ;
8o plain, the simplest understand and love,
So just, the wisest cannot but approve :
Who with a keen, but nicely judging art,
Steals to the bosom and uniocks the heart ;
And holds a mirror up where each may see
Both what he is, and what he ought to be.
Npt his the text which language overpowers,
Like some old sampler border’d round with flowers ;
here holy truths in measur'd periods shine,
And Scripture stares to see itself so fine,
Not his the saintly leer, the well smooth’d band,
:\‘nd the coy whitcness of a half-shown hand ;
The lengthen’d tone, the modulated clause,
T!le dull, unmeaning energy of pause,
Who never puts his Bible out of joint,
To try his skill on some disputed point ;
wm"ﬂtarts a doubt, to prove he can unravel,
hile some Lis answer cateh, but all his cavil.
Tist is his stem, and would we win the skies,
:m wh‘nt branches upon him must rise;
% hacd 1 faith, uncultur'd into fruit 3
Vain Eness Vlrtl.xe, void of «trength and root :
-~ that either by itself can do
The Ch!’isﬁa oy e ¥
He, wh n moralist must join the two.
k, en he chides, affectionate and mild,
“:_ © some fond parent o’er a truant child,
ith merey tempers every sound of fear,
And wins o penitence the slowest ear.
et far Jess prompt to chasten than console,
ike Hermon’s dew, his words refresh the soul ;
Quench the parch’d lips of him who burns within,
And slake the fever of remember’d sin.
H?W must we joy in such a man to find
is life a comment with his faith combin’d !
—

Rev. E. Smedley.
\

EPISCOPACY AND CONGREGATIONALISM.
(From the Boston Witness and Advocate.)

Experience has now given to these two systems of polity
a very fair trial; and it seems proper that the Christian
Public should make up and render a verdict upon their
Tespective merits. The trial of the two, side by side, for
two or three hundred years, would, one would suppose,
€ 1t easy for all to decide which is the better adapted
advance and secure the great ends of Christ’s kingdom.
Gospel truth, brought home by the Spirit to the hearts
of m‘ln,'wgould doubtless be effectual for their conversion,
lt 1o visible church existed. For what end, then, was
me.Church established? Doubtless for the preservation,
m‘“ﬂly, of that truth. Give to the faith of the gospel no
andel‘. defepces than are found in the hearts of sinful men,
o llts ultimate loss may be accounted certain. Man is
allen, sinful creature,—*far gone from original righ-
his“!lsﬂess, —his whole moral nature defiled by sin. In
w5 atural heart, he has no sympathy with the truth. He
FSitnot; he struggles to break away from its restraints;
eﬁ;ieve;:' in h1§ renewed state, he continually inclines to
e elsve imself, and to change the truth of God into a lie,
amone to let it slip from his embrace, and perish f‘g‘qm
éonmgtmfgn. Hen_ce, to preserve the truth, and keep it in
.conve“.wnh the wicked heart of man, for the purpose of
Breat N8 and sanctifying it, may be regarded as the
0secend of all outward ceremonies and organizations.
et lé:e this end, we believe the Episcopal Church much
- e‘e:r:l:)afn dthe Cong{‘egatiolnal. : e 5
tni eing, when colouring matter I
i&‘:ﬁ‘:“ a fﬂbr@c ¥or gixich it has no chgemica_ll affinity, a
and thys th!_h‘.be Isemployed which has an affinity for both ;
Perpetug] ¢ gs chemically dissimilar are held fast in a
heartg ¢ Wbrace, S, when divine truth and the wicked
ang repe“men are to be joined together, being dissimilar |
ship anq €01, an established and scriptural mode of wor-
elieve ta divinely appointed ministry are necessary, we
e bind these uncongenial things in an indestruc-
¢ fellowship.
¢ ministry as existing in the Episcopal Church,—
Covy does this tend to secure and perpgwalf Zrospel trut,h?
biefly by claiming and securing for itself freedom from
:!lldue control by the popular will, This exemption re-
“kts na'turally from the view which the whole church
mhes of the nature and origin of the ministry. On the
" ae: hand, the sentiment which lies at the basis of the
i (;ln lzetwcen pastor and people in Congregational
the wc'lfs’ necessarily, as it seems to us, begets servility to
& 1l of the laity. Let us contrast these corresponding
Tllinems" as they are held in the two denominations.
o Episcopal clergyman is regarded by the people as
) $ servant, selected and sent by him to deliver his mes-
an%e' and as responsible only to him who commissions
sends him forth. The Congregational minister, on
- other hand, is held to be the servant of the people,
‘u el::ted and commissioned by them to speak before them
vic sentiments as they may chance to hold. The former
l_Eews his clergyman as the ambassador of God ; the latter
1,5ards his as the representative of the people, The one
wil § to his minister for a declaration only of the revealed
W of God; the other for an echo of the sentiments held
¥ himself and brethren. The one is a listener, deciding
“Tely whether he will receive the message brought; the
amg"q criticising judge, determining whether his own
Oritative views are fairly represented.
T, hat from this Congregational sentiment may have
8Mated, in part, that transcendental heresy which re-
lg:t‘fds the bosoms of all men as the depositories of inspi-
10n, seems not very improbable; for if God’s messen-
gers are required to speak the sentiments of the people,
4t more natural than finally to conclude that the people
1€ inspired ? But, be this as'it may, it is easy to see that
wese opposite sentiments, long cherished and acted upon,
w?uld beget, on the one hand, servility to the popular
1, and, on the other, an independent regard to the sole
Vill of God.
he results of responsibility to human authority, on the
Part of any body of clergy, might easily have been fore-
% €0, even if the experience of Congregational churches
oy, not already placed them'm a strong light before us.
l'islhs a well-known fact, that in many, perhaps most, pa-
% ¢, those minds which, in consequence of talent or
bea exercise a controlling influence, are unsanctified
h{ the grace of God; and that clergyman who regards
m“‘s‘*lf ot as the sole ambassador of God, bringing a
con 8¢ fo the people, but rather as one of themselves,
mumm-fn“;’:.;d by and speaking for them, and yet escapes
With more e‘;fby these Jeading minds, must be blessed
falls o the'l, . €Ct exemption from human infirmities than
Sare into e ot hof most mortals. God has put a rich trea-
Not bregl | Tthen vessels for our benefit; and if we would
€ vessels and lose the treasure, we must ex-
little as possible to the rude assaults of

POSe them as
Vorldly power,

SCriptura! liturgy we believe to be even a stronger
ce of the truth than a divinely-commissioned minis-
€ amount of conservative influence exerted by it,

o church has fallen low in spiritual life, can hardly
i trel‘-;ated. Nothing can tend more to the integrity of
i"dee th among a people in a state of religious decay, or,
it iy 0 any other state, than continued familiarity with
tion acts of worship. The following fact and conversa-
Will furnish an illustration :
‘)eenne of the Episcopal churches in Massachusetts l!ad
Plet Or several years paralyzed, and the decay of active
alarfn?mong the communic?\nts had become general and
View Mg.  Some conscientious persons, guided by false
gleg § of duty, had withdrawn from the church, and min-
Vith surrounding sects. But God, in his providence,
ine time since, sent to that church one of those diseri-
plyial““g and faithful preachers who are, happily, multi-
ul 2 in our ministry. From Sabbath to Sabbath in the
faitgn' and from house to house during the week, this
e, ful servant of Jesus urged home upon that people the
ilm‘llmue'nt doctrines of grace, the immediate duties of men,
Wig the inconceivable retributions awaiting the impenitent,
h g clearness and force that would have honoured a
g,.ar Y0 or a Payson. The result is, that the church is
OUsed from jts slumbers, the disaffected have returned
~\‘ bosom, conversions are beginning to take place,

o
1

;’e en the

1V — : :

t[ The word church is here applied to Congregationalism mergly
Sugh ' sake of convenience: of course the writer does not recognize
lnu' & ¥ as a Congregational Church. The Congregational com-
b 110N hag

many are beginning to inquire what they shall do to be l
saved, and the indications of a general revival of religion |
are such as should fill with joy the heart of every Chris-
tian observer, A gentleman of that town, formerly a
member of the Orthodox Congregational communion, buy
now a constant worshipper at the Eplsc9pal churc}l, told |
us, a short time since, that he had'been in the habit, for-
merly, of remarking, that, *if a faithful preacher were to
enter the pulpit of that church, and thunder the truth in
the ears of his hearers, one half of them would flee from
his presence. But,” said he, 1 find that though I never
heard the truth declared with greater freedom and bold-
ness, yet none of the church people seem at all offended,
and the congregation fast increases. I do not understand
it.” We replied, in substance, that his perplexity was
natural, though we thought we could easily solve his dif-
ficulty. * We think you always admitted,’ saxc} we, “that
the Episcopal liturgy contains the true doctrines of th’e’
Gospel.” “O yes,” he replied; “I never doubted that.
“Then,” we continued, “ you are to reflect, that, howevgr
feebly the light of truth may have shone from the pulpit,
yet this people have never been unacquainted with the
pure doctrines of the Gospel; for from their childhood
they have been in the habit of repeating them in their
weekly services. Why, then, should they be frightened
when familiar subjects are urged upon them? If this
were a Congregational society, having been for years in
a cold and lifeless state, and having heard little of the
Gospel in the preaching: and of course quite as little i'n
the prayers, of the pastor, we grant that a sudden exhi-
bition of the offensive doctrines of grace in the pulpit
addresses would very naturally excite enmity and resis-
tance. It is vastly more difficult to revive a church which
has lost God’s truth, and substituted its own inventions,
than one in which the truth is well known and admitted,
but not appreciated.” e

So far we have endeavoured to show that a divinely ap-

ointed ministry is an important guardian of a gospel faith.

e have argued that the views entertained in the Epis-
copal and Congregational churches, respecting the nature
and origin of ministerial authority, would contribute much
towards the perpetuity or loss of the true gospel. We
have also urged that a scriptural liturgy would tend to
the integrity of the faith, by the constancy with which it
brings truth into contact with the mind during the eon-
secrated hours of public devotion. .

It now remains for us to inquire whether the history of
the two denominations of which we are speaking, sanctions
the conclusion to which our argument brings us. A po-
sition, which seems quite logically sustained, is often
destroyed by a few simple facts. We have no wish that
our reasoning should escape the exactest comparison with
the results of experience. On the contrary, we are our-
selves about to subject it to this rigid test.

At an early period in the history of this country, [U.8.] |
aconsiderable number of Episcopal churches were planted
in several of the colonies, by a society in England con-
nected with the Established Church. When the war of
the Revolution came and sundered the tie which bound
these colonies to the mother country, the pastors of these
churches, being Englishmen by birth and education, and
bound to the parent land by their whole worldly interest,
were found, mainly, to be the firm supporters of the Bri-
tish crown. As a matter of course, they were compelled
in great numbers to flee the country. The odium which
fell upon them very naturally attached, in part, to the
churches from which they had fled. The consequence
was, that, when peace came and stretched }!er olive-branch
over the land, these churches were found in a state of the
lowest possible depression, lying under the ban of a strong
national prejudice, if not resentment. .

Take your stand now at this inauspicious period, draw
a veil over the future, and, in the exercise of all the saga-
city you can command, tell us what will be the fate of
these scattered, despised, and down-trodden flocks? How
many, within a few years, will disband, and be swallowed
up by surrounding sects? How many, unchecked by the
restraints of pastoral supervision, will imbibe sceptical
opinions, and convert their sacred temples into halls for
profane infidel discussions? How many? We need not
pause for a reply. It would be discouraging enough,
without doubt. Lift the veil now, and contemplate the
fact. Of all these depressed and apparently ruined
churches, one only, in the whole United States, has been
lost. “King's Chapel,” Boston, is the solitary instance
of defection from the faith; and the loss of that we trace
to the craft of those who had been spoiled through vain
philosophy in another denomination. 4

How do you account for this apparently singular fact?
We attribute it, in a great measure, t0 our confessedly
excellent liturgy. Many of these churches were for
years in a deserted state; but the Prayer-Book lay upon
their altars, and, whenever the people Were called toge-
ther, that exceilent book became vocal of God’s truth all
over the congregation. Indeed, we see not how the truth
can be lost in any chureh, until the liturgy is silenced.

But how is it with Congregational churches? Have
they been equally steady in their adherence to the true
gospel? Let us step into Plymouth county, the most fa-
voured spot in which any number of them were ever
planted. We direct our steps first to the town of Ply-
mouth—to the rock on which the Pilgrims landed—to
the church which they first planted. 'The church still exists;
but its light is extinguished. It can in no sense be said
that “ the Zamb is the light thereof.” It may emphati-
cally be called the Pilgrim Church; but the doctrines
taught by the Pilgrims have long been disowned and re-
jected. The church is lost—lost to God, lost to truth.
And why was it lost? Why, but because it placed no de-
fences around the truth?

At Kingston, the First Congregational Church has
followed close in the footsteps of that at Plymouth. The
direction of the apostle to “ put off the old man with his
deeds,” and “ put on Christ,” this church has long since
practically reversed, by putting on the former, and put-
ting off the latter.

In Duxbury, the Orthodox church has literally joined
the congregation of the dead. The old society is humani-
tarian, and the Pilgrim faith is extinct.

The old society in Marshfield has long been Unitarian,

In Pembroke, the church has gone the way of those
already named, and is now silently verging towards Uni-
versalism.

Of the two original churches in Scituate, we are obliged
to record, that they are deep in the darkness of error, and
are so much engaged in extolling man, that they find it
not in their hearts to exalt Christ.

In Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, and West Bridge-
water, the Pilgrim churches have all apostatized from the
truth, and account “the blood of bulls and of goats” as
effectual for taking away sin as the precious blood of
Christ.

The same may be said of the two ancient churches in
Hingham, to which a third has been added, since their
apostacy, of the same stamp. In this town, as in Dux-
bury, the faith of the Fathers is extinguished.

To this catalogue we may properly add another in the
town of Cohasset, formerly a part of Plymouth county,
but now attached to Norfolk. -

There may be other cases of defection in the county
which have not come to our knowledge; but we have
named thirteen churches, in a comparatively small community,
that have broken away from the ranks of Orthodoxy, and
are even “denying the Lord that bought them.” Of 5
great proportion of the remaining Orthodox chprches in
the county, we believe it may truly be said, that, in regard
to the faith, they are in a very unsettled condition.*

Dark as this record is, truth does not permit us to make
it a shade brighter. Time, we fear, will compel the future
journalist to give it even a sadder aspect. Indeed, we see
no way in which the Old Colony can be saved from hope-
less infidelity, but by the intervention of a more conser-
vative and compacted ecclesiastical system. Congrega-
tionalism cannot save it; Episcopacy must, 1f saved at all.

In reply to the facts now presented, it is sometimes
urged that * * * * notwithstanding the alleged conserva-
tive influence of the liturgy, * * * * g fow of the Episcopal
clergy of England [have been carried] into the Romish
heresy. We admit and lament the fact; but the argu-
ment drawn from it is far too feeble to meet the case pre-
sented. These clergymen did not, and could not, carry
their congregations with them. Their churches are still
fast anchored on Protestant ground. Individual cases of
defection from the faith, moreover, are to be expected
under the best possible external arrangements of the

* At an early day, two Episcopal churches were planted in the O1d
Colony ; one at Scituate, since r ed a short di to H r,
and the other at Bridgewater. Both, we are happy to say, though
they have suffered much adversity, yet live, and retain the truth un-
impaired; and each, we may add, with thankfulness to God, is now

a Op, 8 0o divinely appointed ministry, and consequently cannot
hurch —Ep, Ci.)

blessed with a truly evangelical and primitive pastor.

church. It is not such isolated instances that we are
charging upon the defects of Congregationzlism. We
allege that, under the shield of its feeble polity, not indi-
vidual ministers only, but churches, associations, whole
communities, have been swept away by a false philosophy,
and have made total shipwreck of faith, We aver that,
aided by all the lights of experience, with the sad results
of the past full in view, this feeble system fails, and in all
human probability will fail, to prevent still further dgte~
Toration. In comparison with the general and wide-
spread apostacy already witnessed, the individual instances
of tefection in the Episcopal Church are like sporadic*
case: of disease compared with the spread of a fatally ma-
lignaat epidemic. g

Brehren of the Orthodox Congregational Chureh,—in
view oi the subject thus presented, we affectionately ap-
peal to you, as lovers of Zion's security, for your consi-
derate judgment in the premises. If the ecclesiastical
polity und:r which you fight the battles of the cross lgas
proved so wstable a defence of the truth, what security
have you thut the tide of false doctrine, which _has swept
away the venirable churches of your fathers, will not also
sweep away ywurs, and leave your sons and daughter§, as
it has left theirs prostrate before the shrine of a conceited
and mazy philosophy ? If these churches, even under the
shield of austerity in religion, were gridnally bowed before
unsanctified reason, how can you hepe that your shurches
will continue to stand upright, now that the spirit of whe
age calls for such laxity in morals and faitb? When you
trace the history of your churches from thelanding of the
Pilgrims to the present hour, and then loo} into the future
and contemplate the possible and probab} spiritual con-
dition of your posterity in the next and scceeding gene-
rations, is the prospect bright and encaraging, or 1s it
overcast with forebodings which you sarcely dare con-
fess? Are you not fairly admonisheddy the existing
state of things, as considerate and prudat men, to begin
to consider the expediency of revising r abandoning a
system which has so poorly served thecause of Gospel
truth? The results of your system are hid by Unitarians
and Universalists as the highest recamendation that
could be bestowed npon it; by you, the must be viewed
in a far different light. You, as sincesly as we, mourn
the advance of error; and, when fullyconvinced of its
source, you will, we doubt not, gladly sumit to the proper
remedy. ;

To the clergy of our own church penit us to say, you
occupy, as appears from the above reasnings and facts, a
solemnly important post. You ministe at the altars of a
church which, through all the changesn human affairs,
has never lost the truth. Let us begif you to cherish
and revere that church—to love and phold its institu-
tions, laws, and liturgy. Above all, 2t us urge you to
preach the truth as it is in Jesus—pre¢h in faith, in love,
and in the power of the Holy Ghost. You have commit-
ted to you a high commission, a solenntrust; so live and
so preach, that, when called to lay i dwn, you may do
it with clean hands—that, when sunmmed to your final
account, you may go with the peaefd conviction that
the truth has suffered no detriment at yur hands, that it
has not heen dimmed or soiled throwh your neglect.
Leave it burning bright upon all your alars, that posterity
may see its light and feel its power Dtermine, through
God’s grace, that, though a pall of errc be sprea_d over
the world, a few rays of light shall atleast continue to
reach its inhabitants through the Preestant Episcopal
Chureh.

PROTESTANT INGRATIUDE.
(From Bishop Bull.)

Let us bless God that we yet breathdn a pure air, free
from the noisome and: pestilent fogs ofhose superstitious
vanities, where none of those foolerieand impieties [of
the Church of Rome] are obtruded orour faith or prac-
tice; that we live in a Church, wherei no other name is
invocated but the Name of God th(Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost; nor divine worship give to any but to the
one true God, through Jesus Christ, 1e only Mediator.
O happy we, if we knew and valued ur own happiness!
But alas! alas! many of ns do nos We despise and
trample upon that reformation of rhgiofl, which, by a
miracle of God’s mercy, was wrouht in this nation in
the days of our forefathers, and un to schismatical
assemblies, under pretence of secing after a better
reformation. We abandon that Chtch, and can hardly
forbear to call it Antichristian ant Popish harlot; the
foundation-stones whereof were laidind cemented in the
blood of God’s holy Martyxs, that did in defiance of the
errors and superstitions of the Romh synagogue. And
yet these men call themselves Proteants, yea, the only
true Protestants; and will scarce allw us of the Churqh
of England a share in the title. Gogrant, that by this
our horrid ingratitude, we do not prvoke Him to recal
that mercy, which ourselves indeed trow back into His
face, as if it were not worth our accefance, and to cause
a dark night of Popery to return on U; wherein a super-
stitious and idolatrous worship shallye thrust upon us,
yea, and we shall be compelled to forblden and idolatrous
worship, or to death; wherein our Thles, that we now
nat only with liberty but encouragemnt carry about us,
shall be snatched ont of our hands, nd fabulous lying
legends put in the room of them; whrein our excellent
Liturgy, in a tongue we all understan( which many of us
now loathe, and call pitiful pottage, y¢ and Popish Mass,
shall be abolished, and the abomirble Roman _Ma§s
indeed placed in its stead ; wherein t} eup of blessing in
the Holy Eucharist shall be sacrilegitsly taken from us,
which is now openly and freely heldyrth to us all, and
that in so excellent a way of admistration, that the
whole Christian world beside is not ble at this day to
shew the like; but we scorn to tak it, and refuse to
receive it, unless it be given us by a unhallowed hagd
in a factious conventicle. If ever the, and the other ill
effects of Popery, which T cannot nol mention, happen
to us, (which God avert!) and 1 trust will never come
to pass; but, I say, if ever these thin; should befal us,
we should then, when it is too l.ate, earl dls_tmgulsh
between light and darkness, and dlscer'lhe vast difference
between the established religion, whiy many now call
Popery, and Popery itself. 'We shoulthen cast back a
kind and mournful eye upon our dear nther, the Cl.lurch
of England; whose very bowels we na tear and rip up,
by our wicked schisms. We should th wish ourselves
in the safe arms of her Communion on again, and re-
solve never more to depart from it. Lius do that now,
whilst it is seasonable, which we shall en wish we had
done, but cannot do.

THE TIME OF OUR SAVIOUR'S PPEARANCE.
(From the Rev, William Cleay,)

Among all the evidences of our religic none appears
with a greater lustre than the swift and 4azing progress
of it through the world. And yet whavill venture to
say, that the swiftness of its course was nat all promoted
by the particular time of its appearan? when many
were prepared to expect, and disposed teceive it ; when
the whole body of the Jews were cdrmed in their
aversion to idols, and worshippers of thtrue God were
found of every nation under heaven. he'se' were cir-
cumstances favourable to the cause of fl_l'lstlamty,' and
rendered the promulgation of it at thetime peculiarly
seasonable. And even the difficulties then laboured
under must be acknowledged advantages 0 its evidence
in after ages. For we cannot, withc confessing jts
divine original, observe all these difficies surmounted
by instruments altogether unequal andisproportionate
to so surprising an event. - 2

Nor can it now be said that our religl ¢rept into the
world in the darker and more ignoramges of it, since
it made its appearance at a time when eluence, learning,
and politeness were at their greatestﬂg‘}ty when the
united rhetoric of Rome and Athens DSpired together
to resist its progress. It was then thale Mean disciples
of a crucified Master, unarmed with Ver Or authority,
and destitute of every human advan{® could silence
the heathen oracles, destroy their t@les, baffle their
philosophers, triumph over the counseol Senates, van-
quish the force of legions, and gain up the whole Ro-
man Empire. A manifestation theref¢ of Chr:stlanity,
in any earlier and more ignorant agejust have consi-
derably weakened the evidence arisi 10 us from its
suceess. ]

Another circumstance favourable toe €vidence of the
Christian religion, and peculiar to thene of its appear-

— e ——

* A sporadic disease is an endemial diseaseNich ? @ particular
season affects but few people.

ance, is, that we can now see the truth of several facts
and customs incidentally mentioned in the gospel, con-
firmed by the collateral testimony of profane writers, in
a much greater variety, than could have been expected
in any former age; there being no remote portion of
time we are so well acquainted with, no period we have
so distinct an account of, as of that under the twelve first
Cesars,

The time of our Saviour’s appearance was also admi-
rably contrived, and adapted for the transmission of his
doctrines to posterity. The language of Greece was then
become in a manner universal, and the knowledge of it
In many countries esteemed a part of education. By these
means Christians in different parts of the world were
enabled to transcribe the several writings of the New
Testament for their own use, or translate them for the
bengﬁt of others. Hence arose, in a short time, such a
variety of copies as must effectually secure them from
corruption, and render their authority the more unques-
tionable to succeeding ages.

Or had infinite wisdom contrived some other means for
perpetuating the Christian scheme, yet still its evidence
must have suffered in one of the most important branches
of it, by an earlier manifestation. The argument from
prophecy has been represented to the world as the only
grounds and reasons of the Christian religion, the foun-
tain from whence alone it derives all its evidence and
certainty. And yet had our Saviour appeared sooner,
the weight of this important evidence must ina great
measure have been turned against him, and those prophe-
cies, which so punctually describe the time of the Mes-
siah’s coming, might then have been urged by the Jews,
with all the success their prejudices to his person could
have desired. Or had he come before these prophecies
were delivered, the predictions concerning him must then
have been more general and indeterminate, as well as
fewer in number, and the whole argument formed upon
this kind of evidence must have lost much of its weight
and influence. For the proper force of this argument
does not consist in the correspondency of this or that
single prediction, separately taken, to some particular
event, but in the united review of a long series of prophe-
cies, reaching through some thousand years, gradually
unfolding a complicated scheme of providence, connected
with each other, consistent in themselves, all of them con-
centring in the Messiah, and at length receiving their full
completion in the person, and character, and religion of
Jesus of Nazareth, An earlier manifestation therefore of
our Saviour in the flesh, as it might have taken from us
several single predictions, so would it likewise have pro-
portionably abated the force and evidence arising from a
view and comparison of them all together, through so long
a succession of ages, by reducing the series or period of
prophecy within a shorter compass.

Or could an earlier discovery of our religion have left
this evidence in all its force, yet still a revelation given
in any former age would not have carried with it such
full conviction of its expediency, because we could not in
any former age have had so many flagrant instances of
the deficiency of human reason in the concerns of religion.

And after all, had Christianity been discovered much
sooner, its whole evidence would, in all human appearance,
have been sunk and forgotten in a few ages. For though
the evidences of the Jewish religion were preserved entire
to the coming of our Saviour, yet the preservation of them
was wholly owing to the difference there is between the
Jewish and the Christian institution. The Jews, by their
law, were forbidden to mingle themselves among the
heathen, lest they should learn their works: and thus, by
being kept a distinct people, they became faithful guar-
dians of the oracles committed to them. Whereas the
Christian institution in its very nature is contrived for a
more extensive influence, not confined to this or that na-
tion, not the peculiar care of one people alone, but equally
the concern of every creature.. And therefore the Gospel,
being left thus at large to a world unprepared for the sim-
plicity of its worship, might justly be expected to undergo
the fate of other notices men had received concerning the
divine nature and perfections.

These are some of those various reasons that might be
assigned in vindication of that time, which infinite wisdom
appointed for the coming of our Saviour, whether we con-
sider the circumstances of mankind in former ages, or the
evidence of Christianity in the present.

THE SIN OF DRUNKENNESS.
(From Bishop Beveridge.)

Look upon a man in drink, what an hideous creature is he
now become? More like a brute than man. His colour is
changed, his eyes stare, his tongue falters, his head and his
hand shake, his breath is short, his knees weak, so that he
staggers to and fro, and at length perhaps falls down into a
kennel, the fittest place for such brutes to lie in. Insomuch

that the very sight of a drunken man is enough to make

men abhor and loath the very thoughts of being drunken. And

yet this is nothing in comparison of what they must needs feel

inwardly. For if they look into their inward parts, you might

there see, their stomachs are sick, their lungs pant, their hearts

beat, their heads ache, their blood ferments and boils, and at

length breaks forth into a fever, or some other mortal distemper,

which usually shortens their days, and puts an end to their

miserable life by a more miserable death, which follows so natu-

rally upon excessive drinking, that it is almost a miracle that

any common drunkards live out half their days. And if any

of them do happen to hold out to the usual age of men, it must

be imputed unto God, either to his mercy waiting for repen-

tance, which is very rare, or else to his justice, continuing them

longer in this world, to punish them the more severely in the
next, which he hath given them sufficient warning of, by making
this sin itself in some measure its own punishment ; and so
beginning to punish them for it so soon as ever they have com-
mitted it, as they always experience, and sometimes have con-
fessed, being forced to do so by the pains and diseases their
bodies are afterwards tormented with. And it would be well
for them if it went no farther; but drunkenmess disorders the
soul as much as it doth the body, or rather disordering the
body, it disorders the soul too. For the soul whilst it is united
to the body making use of the animal spirits that are in it as its
instruments whereby it performs its several operations; when
they are out of tune, the soul can do nothing as it ought, no
more than an artificer can work without tools, or such as are
not fit for his purpose. But excessive drinking causeth such
fumes and vapours in the stomach, which flying up into the
brain where the animal spirits chiefly reside, put them all out
of order, either scattering them out of their places, or overpow-
ering them so as to make them stupid and inactive, no way fit_
for the soul to make use of. Hence, some by drinking to
excess are deprived of all sense and reason, as if they had no
souls at all, but were mere stocks, fit for nothing but to be cast
into the fire and burnt, as they will be ere long. And though
it doth not go so far, but they have still something like reason
left them, yet it serves them to very little purpose. They
cannot think a wise thought, understand nothing clearly, nor
judge of any thing aright. Their imaginations are disturbed,
their consciences stupified, and their passions all in a hurry, all
irregular and extravagant, so that at present they are in a kind
of delirium or phrensy, not knowing what they say, or what

they do, or what is done to thém ; as the wise man excellently
describes it, where forewarning men of drunkenness, he saith

by that, Zhou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the

sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. They have

stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten

me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet

again, Prov. xxiii. 34, 35. And although this delirium con-

tinues in its height only while the liquor is working in their

brains, yet their brains are thereby so clouded, their understan-

ding so darkened, and all their faculties discomposed, that they

are never wise when sober, as the wise man observes, saying,

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging, and whosoever is de-

ceived thereby is not wise; or, as the word in the original signi-

fies, shalt not be wise, Prov. xx. 1. So that as no wise man

will be ever drunk, so no drunkard is ever a wise man.

By this therefore we may see into the reason which our
Saviour here gives wherefore he would not have your hearts
overcharged with drunkenness, even lest that day, the great
Day of Judgment, come upon you unawares. ( Take heed
to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with
surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that
day come upon you unawares, Luke xxi. 34.) Your eternal
state depending upon the issue of the proceedings upon that
day, he often cautions you to prepare yourselves, and have
your accounts ready against that time whensoever it shall
happen. And here, in a most particular manner, he adviseth
you to have a care of drunkenness, as that which will make
you put the evil day far from you, till at length it come una-
wares upon you, and surprise yon when you do not so much
as think of it, much less can be ready and prepared for it. For
when your hearts are overcharged with drunkenness, it is
impossible you should be fit to do that which is the greatest
work you have to do; for indeed you cati do nothing at all, not
the least thing that is, as ye ought to do it. You cannot pray
or meditate upon God; you cannot exercise any repentance or
faith in Christ. But why do I speak of such things which a
drunkard is no more able to do, than a brute beast is. He
cannot so much as mind his particular calling, nor do any
worldly business without spoiling it: all that he is fic ior is to
sin, and that, I confess, be is always fit for. Fit for it, did I
say? Yea, he is desperately bent upon it, impetuously inclined
to sin; to all sin, one as well as anothér; to lust, fury and re-
venge; to swearing, cursing, lying, brawling, fighting, murder,
any thing that comes in his way. Thé;e is no sin but some
have committed it in their drink; and if there be any that a
drunken man doth not it, it is not because he would not,
but because he could not. He had not an oppyrtunity, other-
wise he would have committed that as well as any other. For
a man in such a condition hath no sense of the difference be-
twixt good and evil : for wine, as the prophet speaks, hath taken
away his heart, Hos. iv. 11. His reason, his understanding,
his conscience is gone: and therefore all sins are alike to him.
Hence it is that this sin never goes alone, but hith a gredt
train of other sins always following it: insomuch that it cans
net so properly be called one single sin, as all sins in one.

Wherefore as ever ye desire to avoid any sin at all, ye must
be sure to avoid drunkenness, which will expose you to. all
manner of sin, that you can never be secure from falling intq
any whatsoever. And as you must avoid the sin itself, so
likewise all that are addicted to it. It is not mine, but t};e
wise man’s counsel, Be not amongst wine-bibbers, Prov. xxiii. 20
And St. Paul commands, if' any one be a drunkard, with such
an one not to eat, 1 Cor. v. 11. It is not enough that you be
not drunk with them, but that you must not so much as drink
with them, nor eat with them, nor keep them company any
more than ye needs must; and that both for their sakes and
your own : for their sakes, that so they may be ashamed of
themselves, and of their sin, when they see all sober men abhor
and shun them as so many wild beasts: and for your own uke,
lest you by degrees learn it of them, and become like to them,
the worst sort of cattle upon the face of the earth, that only
cumber the ground, doing good to none, and worst of all to
themselves who live like brutes; and it would be well for them-
if they could die so too, so as never to live again. But that
cannot be; live again they must, and that for ever; but where?
In heaven? No surely, they can never come thither. For
God hath expressly decreed, that no drunkard shall ever inherit
the kingdom of heaven, 1 Cor. vi. 10.; Gal. v. 21. Indeed
what should they do there? There is neither wine nor strong
drink to be had ; and therefore heaven would seem a sad place
to them. But they need not fear being sent thither ; they
have God’s word for it, that they shall not, and therefore they
may believe it. h AT &
But where then must they live? In a place more fit and
proper for them, even in hell, where they will meet with theit
old companions again, not to be merry, but to weep and wail,
and gnash their teeth together; where they shall have drink
enough, but it shall be only fire and brimstone; where they
shall be drunk continually, but it shall be with nothing else
but the fury and vengeance of Almighty God: where, for the
many hogsheads of good liquor they comsumed upon earth,
they shall not have so.much as gne drop of water to cool their
enflamed tongues ; where all their drunken bouts will feturn
upou them, and afflict and torment them ovef agaifi. ~ In short,
where the worm dieth not, and the Sire u not quenched. 'This
shall be the portion of their ¢up to drink in the other wotld,
who give themselves up to drunkennéss in this,
Now put these things together, how that drunkenness con-
sumes a great part of that ljttlé time which God hath allotted
you upon earth: it wastes your estates, and reduceth both
yourselves and families into extreme poverty, or at least into
great danger of it. It abuseth those good creatures to your
own damage, which God hath given for your benefit and advan-
tage: it impairs the health of your bodies, and breeds all
manner of diseases in them : it blots out the image of God that
was enstamped upon you, and makes you like to the beasts
which perish: it deprives you of your reason; or at least of the
right use and exercise of it : it exposeth you to all sorts of vice
and wickedness that mankind is capable of committing: it
maketh you unfit for all lawful and ry employments,
whether sacred or civil: and at last throws you dawn into the
bottomless pit, there to live with the Devil and his friends for
ever. Put, Isay, these things together, and then judge ye
whether it be not the height of folly and madness for any man
to allow himself in such a sin as this? whetlier they who
have been hitherto addicted to it, had not hest to leave it off,
and all others to take heed of ever falling into it, as they tender
their own good and welfare?

THE WONDERFUL FORMATION OF AN INFANT.
(From the Rev. W. Sewell's * Christian Morals.)

[—
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Look at that infant sucking at its mother’s breast ; and then
collect from the streets of London all your great artificers and
mechanics, painters and sculptors, hitects and g 3
and he will surpass them all. He is performing at this moment
every one of their operations, with a dexterity, and accuracy,
and pérfection, which baffles even the conception of the highest
intellects. He is building himself a house, in which his soul is
to reside ; a house, not fixed to one spot, but capable of moving
about to any place, and adapting itself to every climate. He
not only fits together the masonry of his bones, but he makes
the masonry itself; a hard, solid, but light, concrete of artificial
stone. He spins cordage, to thatch his head. He weaves a
most delicate tissue for his skin, at once impervious to wet from
without, and pervious to it from within: no manufacturer has
yet been able to solve this necessary problem. He constructs
a telescope to see yvith ; an ear-trumpet to hear with ; a carriage
to ride on; a pantech ical instr ts in the
hand; a self-repairing mill in his teeth ; a most curious system
of water-works, pipes, pumps, fountains, and drains, by which
he distributes the blood to every part of his mansion, on the
most correct principles of hydraulics. He will make an air-
pump to ventilate it in his reservoir of the lungs ; a vast kitchen
filled with stoves, ovens, bake-houses, to concoct his food,
besides larders and presses to receive it. He will defy any
chemist to equal the menstruum which he invents and employs
for the purpose of analysing and recombining it. At the same
time that helpless infant is creating a series of engines of all
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kinds for raising weights, pulling cords, propelling bodies;



