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A MAY EVENING.

rROM THE FRENCH.

Giving a cloud his Alast ray' purple tinge.
The etting sun

Ila sunk at length beneath the hills which fringe
The distant horizon.

Beneath the breth cf ete the waniniz day
Flickers like a pale light :

In beaven'e front ltar- emti lation .play
' Like jewels ep.arklintc bright.

The air sur-chanrged with the young fower' perfunme
lIn £tute.t ech.es move-r:

The f.r sky er. ile4 wi'h oy, sucieh a,- illumnee
Thte face of hiu who loves.

Fltterir.c frmtr branch t branih towardts his miossy nest,
> t iUh ashe tmo-vee lrg

Minrles the bir.le 'ydrank. ni musi-s best
Whth the windz'eun.

lere in a defite of the >bad-i wy vale
That the eliiffrt .ws w pne

The brook. uel und, telle itt babblir tale
A- i1 b u de on.

Down there. in the ravine. the foanrg w aterfall
Ou thei enameed glade

Murmure, in stftest cadence heard by all.
Its evenir g serenade

Like mighty harp. vibrun: oer ditant hils.
Wh -se charnous-. dit:arce rob'.

The rhuirch bel" silver eour. the eveninrg fils
Wuh hundredi tremulus ubs.

Fron c. ppice. woiand. rove. and deep aibysz.
Frmt mini am, ivle an. -ain.

What gant eneert that -cendt is thi. ?
Thi s 'und wittout a name?

Or. every eiJe ur sprines a voice wrhich sighs
While t'e'heril tonzster- s:ng.

A 'a-ire whh. mururue. ti the wi-d replieF,
Ari to the bab nglit sprinz.

Rap':redi. -reeiving all the pirit 'raves
Li th- ::tir. aro nright.

.N'!y soul rek-, iuimb'rots, n h rmnitus waves.
Irce-1 in H"av'ts a :ht!

Mrrglirp tairest 'eer- with creat Nature's voice-
Whi d-b th anna. raie-

My rarished i.- i irs t-cï and do rejice
lI great Jeb-v.ah's praise.

With the wid'ls rnute. th- bro-k' murun .
Th.. case-nde--baken ced,

And distant m-te oft chur-ct bes1, I sig
Gt1ory to Thee. O oI-d

itafo a C'ttadu - lbumtæ.red Sm.e

THE LORE OF THE CALENDAR.

No0. vtt -wHtTSoTIDE, oit THE PNTcoST.

Whitsunday, or the Pentecost, is a festival t the Anl.ican
Church as well as of the Poman. lis interest in the

histo'ry of Christianity arises from the circunmstance that it

was the day on which the Holy Ghost descended upon the

Apostles and imparied to thet the gift of tongues. This,
one of the most important events in the history of the Chris-
tian Chureh, was accompanit-d by signs and wonders-" And
suddeniy there came a sound from He-aven as of a rushing
mighty wind." The wind is often put in the sacred Scrip-
tures as an embiem of divine inflit-nce. It is iniile vet
mi y , and thus represents the agency of the Holv Spirit.
7 And there appeared unto ther cloven tongues of fire, and
it it upon each o tthen -rested in the form of a lambent
or gentile fiame upon the head of each one. bowing that the
prodigy waS directed to the Apostles, and was a very signifi-
cant -mlerm of the prornised descent of the ioly Spirit.

Th- fast of Pent-cost, itty days after the Passover, com-
memorates the delivtry of the law to Moses on Mount Sinai,
called somntmes by the Hebrews the feast of Weeks. The
dlivry tof til ca as;given with the grcatest solemnity,
and accornp nied, like thc descent of the Holy Ghost, with
cv.-ry circumtarice which might bave a tendency to rouse the
mind and fill the whole soul with lithe profoundest awe.-The
glare of lightning, and the voice of thunder.-The souînd of
te trumpet, a-d lthe cloud tts of smoke.-The vast range of
bills and rocks trembling to their centre.-Six hundred
thougand men struck with inexpressible consternatiun-Moses
himscif terrided exceedingly.

In medi;eval Western Europe Pentecost was a period of
great festivity, arid was conside-red a day of more importance
thca ean be easiI explained bv the incidents connected with
it, recorded in the Gospel, or lby any later Christian legends
attahe-d tu iL It was one of the great festivals of the kings
and chieftains in the medih'val romances. It wa that on
which King Arthur is reprerented as holding his most splen-
did court.

In the romance of 1eric -f lampton, Whitsuntide appears
as the season of festivitices

" In gdmer at Whits'ntyde.
W han kuigiu moî ou borsebacvi rid,
A cor- let they malke on a daye,
Sîede- and rlfraye fr to assaye.
Whiche horse thati.best may ren."

About the year 126ý, shortiy after the festival of trpuw
Ch ,ei had h-en estabih-t by Pope Urbarn IV., cornmenced
the (Jrformat. of ii - plays or Whitun Mysteries.which
we-re fiL established at Ch-ster. Exhibitions of a similar
kird took t p -lace ait t'.'v-ntry. York. Newcstleupon-Tyne,
Bristol, and other places; and it maîiy be conjectured that
tey were originally introduced into large trtwns nearly con-
temporantieously for the purpose of disseminating a certain
degrec of knowledge of Scripture history ; and, as Rob!rt de
Brunne remarks, for the purpose of extending s beliefl in the
miraculous conception of the Savionr, as well as in the resur-
rection, &c. In 1420 we find a friar interfering at York to
procure the annual repreeta-ation of the Corpus Chraiti plays,
and he was then called a professor of holy pageantry.

In the sciholars or choristers of St. Pauit Cathedral
prestenttd a I petition to Richard il. praying him to prohibit
somu ignorant and inexperienced personts from acting the
History of the 01ld Testiament, t uthe great prejodce ef the
clergy of the Church wlio had expendd considerable sumas
for a public representation of plays fouinded upon that portion
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of Scripture at the ensuing Christmas. (See Malone's Shaks-

peare by Boswell, 111. 24.)
Slow in bis chronicle asserts : tThis yeere (1409) was a

great play at the Skinner's Well, neere unto Clearkenwell,
besides London, which lasted elght dates, and was of matter

from the ercation of the world ; there were to see the same

the most part of the nobles and gentles In England, and forth-

with after began a royal justing in Smithlield betweene the
Eatie of Somerset, and the Seneshall of llenalt, Sir Join
Cornwall, Sir Richard of Arundel, and the son of Sir John
Cbeyney, against other Frenchmen,"

It le said that the first of these plays, one on the passion of
our Lord. was written by Gregory of Nazianzen, and a Ger-
man nuntof the name of Roswitha who lived in the tenth
century, and wrote six Latin dramuas on the stories of the
saints and martyrs. About the eleventh and twelfth century
the monks were generally not only the authors but the
actors.

The value of these plays wass much disputed amonigst
churicmen ; some of the older councils forbade then ss a
profane treatment of sacred subijects-most churchmen o this
day would probably so consider theni. A short pocn, in the
Ilarleian collection, partly Fnglish and partly Latin, on the
dissoluteneas of mannere in lenry the Sixth's reigu, may bc
adduced to show that the performance ofI plays," especially
on "God's bolidays," was then so freqent as to econsidered
by the writer a crying evil. The author says:-

Indoend goith to noughte. sin recit an ea t
To iust man is brouht. anni, Pli homo d
Goddis bal days, non e..eotlr h> tt.
For unthryfty pleis, in ei- ronrnt m .

These Miracles and Plays of miracles, being the source and
foundation of our national draina, are very interesting, ani
we should recommend ail persons who hnve a desire to follow
the subject to get Collier's H istory of Enîglish Dramatic l'oetry
tothe time of Shakspeare, published by .1. Murray, 1831.• We
have neither space nor time to pursue the ttiject further in
connection with the Whitsun mysteries, as we want to sn a
few words concerning the Whitsun Morris Dance, mentionrd
by Shakspeare in bis lenry V.

The Morris dance in the timeof James 1. was very popular.
A pamphlet printed in his reign commemorates a party of
lerefordshire Morris-dancers, " ten in number, whose ages
together anounted to twelve hundred years." If the state-
Ment is not exaggerated, it muet have been a very wholeome
exercise and one couduciv to loangevity.

It bas been supposed that the Morris dance was tiret brunght
into England in the tine of Edward the Thini, when John of
Gaunt returned from Spain; Douce thinks it More probable
that we had it from France or even from the Fllemings, Few
if any vestiges of it can be tracedl beyond the reign of Henry
the Seventh, about which time, and particularly in that of
lenry the Eighth, the church-warden¢s account, in several
parishes afford materials that throw much light on the sub-
j'ct. and show that the Morris dance made a very considerable
figure in the parochial festivals.

The following is the air to one of these Morri dances, the
dancer having siali bells attached to this legs ; it le taken
from Donce's illustratione of Shakspeare and acient man.
ners, published by Thomas Tegg. 'heapside, 1839.

b
These old dancings and rejoclngs at Whit utide wbat

mortals can b lame, provided they were harmlessly conducted?
Dancing may be made joyonr, and il may tbe made something
significative of a higher order. Sterne, in his lSentimiental
Journey," in reference to that after-supper dance at the
French peasant's bouse, near Mtount Tiaurira, says ; I
thouglht I beheld Religion mixing in the dance ;-but as 1 had
never seen her so engaged, I should have look'-d upon it now
as one of the illusions of an imagination which le externally
misleading me, had not the nid man, as soon as the dance
ended, said that this wax their constant way ; and that ail his
life long he had made it a rule, after supper was over, to cal
out his family to dance and rejice, blieving, he r-aid, that a
cheerful and contented mind wsas the best sort of thanks to
Heaven that an illiterate peasant coulh pay-

-- Or a learned prelate either, said 1.
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LARES.

On the Queen's birth-day, the weather being doubttuîl, I
employed myself in turning ont waste paper and worthless
relies (rom every receptacte, and in sorting, or rather in
glancing over odd scraps-cuttings from old magaztine andi
newspapers, theaccumniai:l a third of a century. and
thonght that, with the perrission of the editor of the Cjn-
dian Illustrated Newn, I would give Its readers the benefit of
some of my findings by way of supplement to the I Social
Gossips" andI Notes and Queries,"

In one of the pigeon hoies of my escritoire, I l tumbledl"
rver the following epitaph on a child of the name of Erotion,
after Martial ; it is very charning. for its simplicitv--nfor-
tunately there is no author's name attached to the translation:
but that deficiency, perhaps, youîr correspondent Selolns can
supplyt

elic festinata reqauiecit rotion umbra
Crimin.'tuam fati.sexta peremit hiems
Ouieuils eris.nostri post me regnator agelli,

aambus exigula antuaju ta dato.

* Among the valuable collection ofibooka <connected with the liter-ature of the nixteentb and aOven'eenth centurier. in the McG'uill CollegeLibrary, the student may havehis mind directed sithe ancient nan-
ners, customs, aport, &c'.. Aantiquates Vulgare!) orf ithe ruglish ,eopleand their obrranc e of the Saint' Days and Festivala-the r .eothe Calendar.

MA 1873

Sig Lare porpoîno, sIlleturbà inspire, 8olua
plebilis lu terra oit tabs tle tua.

T118 XPITAPU OF tROTte.

U"deraenth tbis, reedy trtoue
Lies little awet rotion .
W homu the Fatea, with heart nas coli
Nitt away at six years old
Thou. whtOever thout navit ho
Thar hast iblisragaunîl 11.1O1af er tie
Let she yearly ritos be palid
To her hatle f;ender iade ;
., shall nu disease or jar
lurti thiy olieuse or chill tlhy
But thits tomb here be alone,
The only melancholy sttone.

I was inuch struck with the expression "e4chill thy, '

not being satisficd with the Dictionary Lneaning fr
'Th'le Divinities presiding over the whole hearth andtile
house,-l turned up in another pigeon-hole devote
ulogy and kindred subjects a note of Dacier's upon H
(Book ., Ode 12,) in whiclh i hie inform us ,that iln t r
of Lanurdoc, in his time, the fire-place was i
Lar ; and that the naine was also given to hous.'

What a consoling idea that if the yearly rita to ile
were for cveri paid, whether it be ite det.orating
muonuments with wreaths of lowers, or (orurn,.Itin, a,
with the leaves and branches of the trees sac-red ltu
spective goda to whose service the'y were st af.art, or
that the lamps suspend'ed in their sepulchral ch:anbtrF
duly lighted, then no disease nor contention shoî,ulet
dwellings of those wlho did suchi kindlv oftiier- for Lthe(1

lhese Lares, or Lars, I ind are the le er amti ntýi
gods ; and t hotugh their olices were after ward; ext
goxildeal, in the same way as those of th Plen
whotm they are often wrongly confoueitj, theIr r
sphere ws the ir place. The statiui of thef La-r'
stooti about the tire-place or hearth in littl- .nlh.
the shape oft maonkeys ;moret likel tiaiikinls, or rud. t-
hitnan images ; they were represented as gdatury
ning coeunte-rance, saonetinies with dogs at tii.ir f-t.
thes, tanikius ant humant itLatges anay have s.pr1ig

"iber andironît"
which Jachimao in Cymbeline, Act. .Scene 4,. ' ri.

" two winkmiz ; t¾upiie
Of e v ach ln'onlfcte t anýjngî. nieyDeteniding on ttheir brandel"

In the same pigeon-hole I aIbo found the'- f
author'sne, entitled :-

TO TII E LA RES,

ON TH1 coMME(cEM rT or IlRE,.

Ye little houseyehîld fairie.
Calld awienitly the Lare.
Wh n n- .tudy helf there,
Though-i Vnu. we h'e-r-elf th'r-
Slepit al th, lummer houltrt.
Bereath y-ur; ltle- t,-

1 tF1A0my Watteed!!awe
V r ,y tme r nerme no:
S- i ke 'are. ail an> 'ms t-
And keep ny bearth in dner
Thr.'ugh evers fntk a.t n er.
A d etCI th e lirtehn i.b
'AnA da u't ily et% ghtl '.
Wïeh jtalitto r kic
T e n!e ti - hile1 I athi
And ell fr riorioud p.k'r;
in e. a freud hou d 'k riî

.) rtay your h i lr rl e
Fitt ae b>,O arid h d ye.

iVti ,ever dut nir k.-
ha-raîmonicuq ch*kir i

Sut everwruen andî berri"'
And ail i.he he-î t ien; there, i
Ani on,, theI, win'er twer'
T,-. frve ye still f-r 1-ert.:
And m(rcp of AdoUe -Ad
Send ut, your p>dehip%' 1-1 t-ý
And porne edifn n rjquet.
Which ye may whi'.ee rm-ck t
And thent a cea-sbel gh'te.et

h'iVi nusic for y-our i itenit r
Anid Cteinymr no
With ail their 'co'le and e
Such as are lt for cha' in;.
Whent ye would gt- a ra

Perhaps sone of your contributor, Shakspear. M.d-
MG College, uay know the author, and shouti» tiy au
a copy of llerriclk, ritat excellent po t of thl- A
order inlthe timue of good oildQueen less theeie-,th
tu vour columns ltere continuation of one of his b
odes upon the Lares, lie beginning of whichli I onlYry ruor

her -
Ilt i asand still myý carc i
Te wora.hip you. the Lare..

Sorne writers make the Lares the offspring of the 7
Mania, who presiied over thei spirit of the deasd uand
that originally they were the sat' as tiu pirite, a
a very probable as weil as agreeable superstion,1i
nations of liaiy having beent accustumed 1i tur the r

il t heir houtses.
Ut pon this suipposition, the good or b.en'voleniti t

called, Famulliar Lares. au bthe evil or miignant unett .W' 1

and Lemnures. 'l'hua Miltot, in his awful-tu y u
tivity

n rontertd-i r*tht.
And fn the hly hearth,
Tii Larr and Leuentrs moan wtith maiiight plai.
In Urns ani Aitars round
Adtlr'.ar arnd tdying so.tund
AfIrights the Flamene au their uet¶- iqunAl"!
And the chill mzarbi eF seetziîtoC -ut tW
While each peculiar Ptower forei-eltwhited

Bull vid telle a story of a gossipping nyvmph h1a1.
having told Jun o of er husbant's uamour with Juturn

lesent to bell " by hin, and courted by Mereury on the r

the conseqtuencet of which was the birth ocf h,
setms to have a natura-l referenuo enurgh to the
over firo-paisces,

ro shall no disease hurt thyl houase', or h.eht
thy Lar." Ilere lia a curiou rse ,f thlie noun jar. In K "<:

of Stakspeare. Klin Lear, Act 4, Se.7.we h avO
Was thia a fare

Tu b. etxp<.'d againstr te jarring w ini'
probably the contnttious winda, as we find in the came pIe>

Thoun thitk'at 'is tuici, that thi iatieter

nades ue to the skin.
Agan in The TTentiAthot. 2, Se.1.

hia bold letad
'Beve the eon 0ureouWaveass ho ke


