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A MAY EVENING.

FROM THE FRENCH.

Giving a eloud his last vays’ purple tioge,
he setting sun . .
Has sunk at length beneath the hillz which frioge
The distant horizon.

Beroath the breath cf eve the waning day
Flickers like a pale light:

In heaven’s front star-somti lations play
Like jewels sparkline bright.

The air surcharged with the young dowers' perfutne
In taintest echues mover:

The far sky <rniles with Joy, such as illumes
The face of hita who loves.

Fluttering from branch to branch towards his mossy nest,
Siill a3 he moves along,

Mirgles the bird. lave drank. bis musie's best
With the wind's rene.

Here in & dedle of the shad wy vale
hatthe oif v wns vpen,
The brock, pel nmd. telle its habbling tale
Az it bonnds cn.

Down there. in the ravine. the foaming waterfall
On the enamelled glade

Murmars, in seftest cadence heard by all,
Tts evenirg serenade.

Like mighty harp. vibrin: o'er distant hitls,
Whese charm no distanice robs,

The chureh bells’ silver ¢ournd the eveniag flls
With hundred remulous sobs.

From coppice. woad, and grove. and deep abyss,
From meund and vale and piain,

What giant eancert that necends is this 7
This svund without 8 name?

On evary side up sprines & voice which sighs
While fearherad sonmsters sing,

A saice which, murmuries. to the wiad replies,
And o the babbling spring.

‘Raprured. porceiving all the spirit craves
In this 1aiz, wantroas night,

My saul reck<, fumubirous, oo hermonivus waves,
Incense in teaav'n'e s che!

Mirglirg fairest accents with great Nature's voice—

Whiech dath Hosaonas ralse—

My ravished s¢ trines oo, and does rejoice
Iu great Jehuvah's praise.

With the wind's ripnle. tha brooks murmuring.
s easeade-shaken sod,
And distant ma-ic of church belis, I sing
Glory to Thea, O Gud !

[ Weritten for the Caaadina Hlustrated Nee!)

THE LURE OF THE CALENDAR,

NO. TI1.—WHITSUNTIDE, OR THE PENTECOST.

Wkitsunday, or the Pentecost, is a fustival of the Asglican
Churcl as well as of the Heman. Its interest in the
history of Christianity arises from the circamstance that it
was the day on which the Holy Ghost descended upon the
Apostles and imparted to them the gift of tongues. This,
one of the most important events in the history of the Chris-
tian Church, was accompanied by signs and wonders—** And
suddenly there came a sound from Heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind.” The wind is often put in the sacred Scrip-
turez as an emblem of divine infduence. It is invisidle yet
migh v, and thus represents the agency of the Holy Spirit.
s°And there appeared unto them clovea tongues of fire, and
it sat upen each of them "——rested in the form of a lambent
or geotle flame upon the head of each one, showing that the
predigy was directed to the Apostles, and was a very signifi-
caat vmblem of the promised descent of the Holy Spirit,

The fuast of Pentecost, fifty days after the Passover, com-
memorates the delivery of the law to Moses oo Mount Sinal,
called sometimes by the Hebrews the feast of Weeks. The
delivery of tue law was given with the greatest solemnity,
and accompanied, like the descent of the Holy Ghost, with
every circumstance which might bave a tendency to rouse the
mind and il the whole soul with the profoundest awe.—The
glare of lightning, and the voice of thunder.—The tound of
the trumpet, aud the clonds of smoke.—The vast range of
hills and rocks trembling to their centre.—Six huadred
thousand men struck with inexpressible consternation—Moses
himsei{ terrified exceedingly.

In medimval Western Europe Pentecost was a period of
great festivity, and was considered a day of more importance
than can be easil: explained by thciacidents connected with
it, recorded in the Gozpel, or Ly any later Christian legends
attached to 1. It was one of the great festivals of the kings
and chicftains in the medival romances. It was that on
which King Arthur is represented a8 holding his most splen-
did court.

In the romance of Fevie of Hampton, Whitsnatide appears
as the season of festivities ;

* In gomer at Whitsantyde

Whan knighic most on Sorseback
A caors let they make on a daye,
Stewdes and palfraye for to assaye,
Whiche horse that best may ren.”

,..

About the year 1253, shortly after the festival of Corpua
Chrioti had been established by Pope Urban IV, commenced
the purfarmance of Miracle plays or Whitsun Mysteries, which
were fisi established at Chester, Exhibitions of a similar
kind took place at Coventry, York, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Bristol, and other places; and it may be conjsctured that
they were originally introduced into large towns nearly con-
temporancously for the purpose of disseminating a certain
degrec of koowledge of Scripture history; and, as Robert de
Brunoe remarks, for the purpose of extending a belief In the
miraculous conception of the Savionr, as well a3 in the resur-
rection, &c. In 1420 we find a friar interfering at York, to
procure the annual represcutation of the Corpus Chrised ph;.ys
and he was then called & professor of holy pageantry.” !

In 1275 inhe scholars or choristers of St. Paui's Cathedral.

sl

presented & petition to Richard 10, praying him to prohibit -

some ignorsut and inexperienced persons from acting the
History of the Old Testament, to the great prejudice of the
clergy of the Church, who had expended considerable sums
for a pablic represcatation of plays fonnded upon that portion

-

of Scriptore at the ensuing Christmas.” (See Aalone’s Shaks-
peare by Boawell, 111.24.) : :

Stow in his chronicle asserts:  This yeere (1409) wns a
great play at the Skinner's Well, neere unto Clearkenwell,
besides London, which lasted eight daies, and waa of matter
from the creation of the world; there were to see the same
the most part of the nobles and gentles in England, and forth-
with after began a royal justing in Smithfield betweene the
satle of Somervet, and the Seneshall of Heoalt, Sir jon
Cornwall, Sir Richard of Arundel, and the son of Sir John
Cheyney, against other Frenchmen,”

It is sawd that the first of these plays, one on the passion of
our Lord, was written by Gregory of Nazianzen, and a Ger-
man nua of the name of Roswitha who lived in the tenth
century, and wrote six Latin dramas on the stories of the
saints and martyrs. About the eleventh and twelfth century
the monks were generally not only the authors but the
actors,

The value of these plays was much disputed amongst
churchmen : some of the older councils forbade them asa
profane treatment of sacred suhjects—inost churchmen ot this
day would probably so consider them. A short poem, in the
Harleian collection, partly English and partly Latin, on the
dissoluteness of manners in Henry the Sixth's reign, may be
adduced to show that the performance of *f plays,” especiaily
an % God’s holidays,” was then so frequent asto be considered
by the writer a crying evil. The author says:—

Ing'ond goith to noughte, sur feri? hama vicneus.
To tust man is beought, mimic est Ramo delicioua,
Gioddis hal days, non vheervantur Aanestd,

For unthry{iy plels, in cir regnant sanifestd,

These Miracles and Plays of miracles, being the source and
foundation of our national drama, are very interesting, ansd
we should recommend all persons who have a desire to follow
the subject to get Cotlier's History of English Dramatic Poetry
tothe time of Shakspeare, published by J. Muarray, 18310 We
have neither space nor time to pursue the subject further in
conpection with the Whitsun mysteries, as we want to say a
few words concerning the Whitrun Morris Dance, mentioned
by Shakepeare in his Henry V.

The Morris dance in the timeof James 1. was very popular.
A pamphlet printed in hiz reigp commemorates a party of
Herefordshire Morris<dsncers, “ten in number, whaose ages
together amounted to twelve hundred years.” If the state-
meat is not exaggerated, it must have been s very wholesome
exercise and one conducive to longevity.

1t has been supposed that the Morris dance was first brought
into Eugland in the time of Edward the Thind, when Jobn of
Gaunt returned from Spain; Douce thinks it more protable
that we had it from France or even from the Flemings., Few
if apy vestiges of it can be traced beyond the reign of Hency
the Seventh, about which time, and particularly in that of
Henry the Eighth, the church-wardens' accounts in several
parishes afford materials that throw much light on the sub-
juct, aad show that the Morris dance made a very considerable
figure in the parochial festivals,

The following is the air to one of these Morris dances, the
dancer having small bells attached to (his lege; it is taken
from Douce's illustrations of Shakspeare and ancient manp-
ners, published by Thomas Tegg, (heapside, 1839,
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These old dancings and rejoicings at Whitsuntides, what
mortals can blame, provided they were harmlessly conducted ?
Dancing may be made joyonr, and it may be made something
significative of a higher order,  Sterne, in his “ Sentimental
Journey,” in reference to that after-supper dance at the
French peasant’s house, near Moant Taurira, says; [
thought 1 beheld Religion mixing in the dance ;—but as | had
never een her so engaged, T should have looked upon it now
ae one of the illusions of an imagination which Is externally
misieading me, had not the old man, az soon as the dance
ended, said that this was their constant way ; and thatall his
life long he bad made it a rule, after gupper was over, to call
out his family to dance and rejoice, believing, he faid, that a
cheerful and cootented mind was the best sott of thanks to
Heaven that an illiterate peasant could pay——

“ —0Or a learned prelate either, sxaid 17

{ Written for the Canadian Iustrated Nerea.}
LARES.

On the Queen's birth-day, the weather being doubtful, |
employed myself in turning out waste paper and worthless
relics from every receptacle, and in sorting, or rather in
glancing over odd scraps—cuttings from old magazines and
unewspapers, the accumuiation of a third of & century, aod
thonght that, with the permission of the editor of the Canaw
dizn fiiustrated News, 1 would give its readers the benefit of
some of my findiogs by way of supplement to the # Social
Gossips " and ¢ Notes and Queries,” '

In one of ithe pigeon-holes of my wecritoire, 1 # tumbled ”
aver the following epitaph on a child of the name of Erotion
after. Martial ; it is very charming. for its 5implicity—-unf0ri
tunately there is no authors name attached to the translation:
but that deficiency, perhaps, your correspondent Sciolns can
supply : ‘

itic festinata requiercit Erotion umbra .
© Crimine nuarm fati sexta peremit hicms

lni.«.qpls eris nostri post me regnator agelli,
Ma.nibus exiguis anuua jurta dato.

* Among the valuable eolloction of booka connacted with tha liter-
ature of the sixteenth and seventesnth centurise, in the Mc(';illheolilt::e
Library, the student may hava his mind directed to the nnecient man-
2;1:]«."}?:;'{(::{15;:3;"3, &ct‘._..lglAnsuquutob\!nlxgres} of the Fogiish people

] sbasrvances of Lhe Bainta® y sti |
and their obas ays and Festivals—the Lore o

“probably the contentious winds, as we find in tho same play

Mar 31, 1873,

Sis Lare perpotuo, sic turbA sospite,
Flobiri- in terra it lapis iste m‘.whu

THX XPITAFU OF XROTION,

Uinderneath this grecdy stone,
Lios little sweet Erotion;
Whom tho Fatos, with hearts
Nipt nway at six yoars old
Thou, whoever thou mayst he
That hast this small feld after me,
Let thie yenrly ritos be paid

To hor httlo xlender shads;
*So shall no disease or jar

Hurt thy house or chill thy Lar;
But this tomb here bo alone,

The only melancholy stone.

ns cold,

1 was much struck with the expression “ chijl thy Lar

net being satisfied with the Dictionary meaning of Lar"'l.nd
The Divinities presiding over the whole hearth andg (), “;‘
e

house,—I turned up in another pigeon-hole devot,
ology and kindred subjects & note of Dacier's upon Hora.
(Book I, Ode 12,) in which be foforms us that iy some Tare,
of Languedoce, in his time, the firc-place was gj)) (‘&”v;wﬁm
Lar; and that the name was also given to houses, ' the
What a consoling idea that if the yearly rites tq
were for ever paid, whether it be the decorating of o
moauments with wreaths of flowers, or ortamenting g
with the leaves and branches of the trees saceed (4 g, e
spective gods to whose service they were set apart, o é: o
that the lamps suzpended in their sepulchral (:hl\ﬂ‘]bt‘ e
duly lighted, then o discase nor contention shanld enter
dwellings of those who did such kindly offices for thy deag “
These Lares, or Lars, 1 find are the lesser and mog fam»" i
gods; nud thuough their offices were afterwasds exepd.,
good deal, in the same way 88 those of the Pennpeg
whom they are often wrongly confounded, their pri‘x;
sphere was the fire-place, . The statues of the Larec .
stood about the fire-place or henrth in little niches, gop,
the shape of moukeys; maore likely manikins, or mde oo
human images | they were reprosented as good-natund
ning countenances, sometimes with dogs at their feey
these manikins and human imsges may have sprung

4 10 Arelz.,
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* her andirons’
which Jachimo in Cymbeline, Act, 2. Scene 4, dee ribes o0
“two winking Cupide
Of silver. oach on one uot standing, aiealy
Degending an their brands

In the same pigeon-hole [ alvo found the fullowin;
author's name, entitled —

To THE LARES,

OX THE COMMENCEMENT OF FIRES,

Ye little househald fairies,
Called anciently the Lares,
Wi e iy study shelf thers,
Though Venur waa herself thare,
Slepd all the summer hours,
Deneath your little bowers
Of plasey watered Jowers ;—
Your Lusy time 18 come now |
Ko take care, all and seme now
And keep my hearthin urder
Theaugh every pook and ~7
Acd det the fite harn hrich
And polisliy vel Lhtly,
Wik faet a littie cinking,
To srathe me while I sy
And Gt for glorious po
{ncase a feinnd should §
So may vour sh I afford ve
Fit place to bea and board ye.
w;d. naver dust nor om
That arrimaonious chek
at evergreens and berries,
And all the hest which there e
Among the winler fluwers
To serve yo atill for bowers !
And sticks of crdorous waod 1
Sensd up your godehipe’ food toa:
And rame divine aniique to,
Which yo may whisper tireek to )
Atd then a sea ebeli wlutening,
With muose for sour Heteniog -
And chimnrey-mannling vaj-urs
With all their eotle and capees
Euch as are §t for chaeing,
When ye would go a rasios

Perhaps some of your contributors, Shakapears M«
McGill College, may know the author, und show
a copy of Herrick, that excellent poet ot the !
order in the time of good old Queen Ress they m
to your columns the continuation of oue of his b
odes upon the Lares, the beginniag of which I only ros
ber :—

B

Tt was, and still my carc ia
To worrhip you, the Lares.

Some writers make the Lares the offspring of the geils
Mania, who presided over the spirits of the drad ; and s55pe
that originally they were the same ag thoss spirits, whie ¥
a very probable ns well ag agreeable superstition, the o
nations of ltaly having been accustomed to tusy their e
in thvir houses, o

Upon this supposition, the good or benevelent sant
called, Familiar Lares, and the evil or malignant oned L8770
and Lemures, ‘Thus Milton, in his awful hymo o tee ¥
tivity tee

[ X3d

in consecratad sarth.
And on the holy hearth, . _
The Lare and Lemnures tnoan with midaicht plat
In Urna and Altars round

A drenr and dying sound ) .
Affrights the Flamens at their s3rvice quaidly
And the chill marbla reamns to awont
While each peculinr Power forexies

But Ovid tells a story of a gossipping nymph Lam. v
having told Juno of her husband's amours with Jauturna, ‘“
“ gent to hell ” by him, and courted by Mercury on the n;:;
the conscquence of which was the birth of the Lzt =2
stemk to have a natneal reference enough to the gos
over Bro-pinces.

his wonted sea

;‘«;31.‘4

; . . o o o3
¢+ €q shall no disease hurt thy house, or hotsefold, 10¢ “}:‘("r,.‘:g;;m
thy Lar.” Hers in a curious vae of the noun jar. In Kmehts
of Shakapenre, King Lear, Act. 4, B¢, 7, we have
Was thia'a face -
To ho nxpon’d against the jarring winds?

Thou think'st 'tis mueh, thay this contentuse 1000
Invades us to the skin:
Agalnin The Tempest, Act. 2, Se. L,
* his bold hoad "
'Bove the contentions waves ho kept. ,




