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DIOGENES ON T-lE PRACTICE OF "CRIBBING." whien you are in his." Diocis p ass es quickly from Swift

Mdi c.-:il sci en cd li s ol0 f late rb prpe.xed ,- b to Pope, and finds similar sentiments in the preface to his

reval snc e of a singlar disease yv ic be y b de crib d t Poems. "All that is left us is to recommend our productions

an irresistible oesire on thed part of A, to appropriate te by the imitationof the ancients, and it will be found true that,
anoirresistible Csire1on thispartsoioAbto appropriaasbeen in every age, the highest character for sense and learning bas

succssfll plade as a clefnce for stealing, just as sieulat- been obtained by those who have been nost indebted to

cd nadnless asoccasionally saved a dee crfect g sa se murderer them. Therefore, they who say that our thoughts are not our

fro being asg cc nllber is one sort of stealing, owever, own, because they resemble those of the ancients, may as

fronic no kepto ania " cati be alleed as an ocse. well say that our faces are not our own because they are like
ft ic lagiarno or "kleptmaa "abe ald asan cidex . our fathers' ; and indeed it is very unreasonable that people
It s plngiarLias or literary theft - and an cident which should expect us to be scholars, and yet be angry to find us
occurred lately, has attracted the aIttention of DooNSto
the subject. Before alluding further to this incident, the SoiSo impossible is it to avoiîd borrowîng the idleas ancl even
Cynic will take the opportuity of saing a few words on the language of our predecessors that St. Jerome relates that
generai question. Ihe topic s an mteresting onc and will while his teacher Donatus w-as explaining to him the words of
becar, discussion.

Dr. Jicnson describe ilagiarisn as one of the most re- Terence, "nihil est dictum, quod non sit dictum prius," le
Dr. ohnon esc be plgmns asoneof he ostre-roundly abused the ancients 'for having stolen his best

proachful, if not the most atrocious of literary crimes ;nd tough'ts d Pee anens forbai dixen
there can be no doubt that, in the main, 'Ursa Major is right. t rgts i" mreant qui ante nos, nostra dixerunt." plagiaIl 1S tenl i modem rn es took occasion to dlenoutnce pal
At the saine time there are many different degrees of this rists, but it is strange that his declamation (as was pointed out
Grub Street crime One mani steals a book, a volume, or a bD ia s tae word for d o (ao Bts nto

chapter, and inpudently endeavours to pass t off as his o-wn, dtion to the " Anator forel orhoyrom Shallnve fo-
wbile another, like the'hen tbat scratched a jewel front the duction to the IlAnatomryof Meacoy""Shall we forever
wunhil ratherke u e henbthatosgratfhedabjewelbfromot make new books, as apothecaries make new mixtures, by
dunghilt , cnrae up some it tough rom te bis of a ouring only out of one vessel into another ? Are we for ever
past cenitury, and Ilends it adiditional brillianicy by the style in ])t etitnlndutitn hesm oefo'vri h
which he resets it. Surely, there is a vast difference between i to be twistin- nd untwisting the sane rope? for ever in the

thee t-o ass. anyof hegiats f lteatue hvesamne track--for ever at tbe saine pace? Lord Byroni was.
these two cases.ian of the giants of litatevure nhave more honest than Sterne in acknowledging his obligations, if
danzzled the world with borrowed light. l If ter itor e are to credit what Mocre telis us in his Life" of him.
of Synesius be tue, says quamt old Burton,I tht it s a " Observing a volume in his gondola, with a number of paper

reater offence to steal dad men's labours ua me cland n arks between the leaves, I inquired of him wvhat it w-as.
wh-lat shall becorne of miost writers ? I hold up my- hand at Onyabo, easeefomwihIantyn oé/
the bar among others, and am guilty of felony in this kind. as a ooh e an nd-tat' th w a I a et the crac

Burk, woseimpeiaifaay was tulvsai b hve aidailas I do whenever I can: and that's the w-ay I get the charac-
Burke, whose imperial, fancy was truly said to have laid all te fa rgnlpe
nature under tribute, told Barry that there is no faculty of the Thaneote pe thei
mlinci wbicb cati ring its eniergy into eTc. unless theernory I T~lii~s antecdlote,,remîinds tbc- Cynic of the purpose for W>hicli

mdh c gte comnenced dhis gossiping article, which was simply to
be stored withiideas for t to work on. Milton, for instance, old up toublic warning the examle of a Ne lorlcorres
as las been amply proved by his commentators, was a na pondent. If the foregoig rcmarks and quotations have
nificent adopîter of borrowcd ideas He was well aware o a seened in anv w-av to make lighb of the crime of plagiarism,
fact, to which Pascal lias alluded, that trees not fruitful in DioGENEs beys to state that hecondens the practice from
their native carth often yield abundantly if transplanted. th bottom o stet hOcoaciv, of c racie frot

Teigh Hunt, speaking on this very subject, humorously de aof bi erimentsiadic of ote we w

clarecf : " oh S'es t I Miltoni ' borrowec' otlîem poets' tîougîîts, avoid adlopting the sentimnt and dcl'tion: of otbers. :If w-c
bcled "ot yes!Mitonborrow d' oterro7* poets' thoig have been great reaclers, we find it casier (as was the case

the f res not be b rrowci e n, so, hn with DIr. Parr) to borrow the ideas imprinted on our mincis
their featt etat the may not bo recogzed. No, lie b stucly. than to elaborate new trains of reflection for our-

reu red h e m i pr ed . H ad he 'aborrowe . y r c , h selves. But no honest m an iw ill deliberately steail the literary
would bave restored it, ~wth al new nat upon Ilabours of another, and publish tiem to obtain reputation, or

What says )ryden in his "s on Dramatic Poesie" -ttew York
Ben Jonson was not only a. professed initator of, Horace.'to coin mone ot of theni. But thisme t do, tls hog

but a learned plagiary of all the other ancient writers. o ortunent oi tces has no teled to do, : He
/rai,,, cvrwhr jL , Ihi s . Col a-cig umr fortunately bis success lias not equalleti bis wvîsles. 1-He
ranrly himcvxpred ang//irnw. Could sanythgbe morev: " forwarded in manuscript to Montreal, a very humnorous

ilvales authors like a mAonarch, and wbat s soul e t autobiographical sketch, which the Cvnic at once recognized

otier oets, is olik victory di In twoe same n aer an as anold friend. It w-as writen many years ago by Henry Mac-

ruyerc clect lyed "que espreaux paroissoit maner lav kezie, author of" The Man of Feeling, andwould, of course,
ruq D r a pparss have been cheerfully purchasei and liberally paid for, had it

pensées dautruy Fron a this t appears, that, however been the work of thbe soi-disant "Bashful Man."
violently we may declaim against traditional ideas and here- DIOGENES prints below the letter of his correspondent,
ditary phrases, we must by no means disparage that masterly exacy as hrive t and o he cusodoft
art which improves upon andI perfects the suggestions thrown exactli as he receie d i, anuc foloa-isg the custohe of te

out by prev-ous writers. Swift m hiis ownsatmrical vein ngaiss The iatsuci cases, lie suppresses ncither asme

rernarked "I hunblv conceive, though [ lighît my candle at vor indress. 'ae iusbliadtio of be document may act as a

ny ne ighbours' fire, that does not alter the property, or make hing to Canaians, s a
the Amnerica.1

the Wick, the wax, the flain,ë or the .whole candle less niy
owin.' The pasage in which lie advise a young poet never
to be "\without a coinnon-place book," contaiis miore satire DioGNEs w-ill please inforin the undersignfedc wchat remnu

but less reason. " Therc, lie writes, I you enteir xot oniy neration if any, lie allows for original articles and what lie

your original thoughts (whih, a hundred -toone, are few anti thinks of the enclosed, signed " Bashfuil Maii" Other articles

insignificant) but such of other men as you think fit to make will follow, should this be deemed worthy of insertion.

your own by entering themn bere. For, take this for a rule, In haste, Yours truly
when an author is in your books, you have the sanie demanîd P. 1). L. CALDLR.

upon him for lis wit, as a merchant has for your money, Address, Room S, rx1 Broadway New York.
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