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wde.  Wostand aghast like the well-fed
Mr, Bumble when  the halfstarved
Oliver Twist daved Lo ask for move. Ire-
land is a sori of Cerberus with fifty
mouths, and when we have thrown asop
to one {here are forty-nine still hissing
and clamoring Lo be supplied. We are
quite suro that the people are incorrigi-
Wy thanlkless, that their discontent is a
chrenic disease, that the grievances of
Ireland are like the peat of its own bogs,
rising o the surface again almost as (ust
as the upper layers are removed, that
the Irish patriot is a rabid demagogue
frading on imaginary wrongs, that
priests und jesuits ave the sceret con-
wivers.of disaflection, that the Celt is
natwvally an unruly and  pugnacious
animal which no reasonable Govern-
ment can controd, and that Trelnmd must
be held down with a strong hand and
the first sparks of sedition trampled ont
with iron heel.  So we settle the diffi-
cully, or rather dismiss it {rom- our
minds,

Has our reader gone through. tho
terrible indictment of Bnglish misgov-
ernment and nglish cruelty contained
in Fronde’s history of “ The English in
Ireland 7" IIas ho considered the eftect
which denturies of julleving arelikely to
huave produced on a susceptible people’s
mind 7 . Hag he tried to make allowance
lor that inheritance of hatred which is
the only possession that {hieir English
masters have never been. -able to wrest
from the Irish peasantry 7 Ias he tried
to realize the feelings of a nation whose
memory is laden with stories of infoler-
able wrong? Does he think that'a few
homeeopathic doses of just dealing will
suddenly heal this long accumulation of
disease ? - Ireland is to-day England's hu-
miliation, because it has_ been the sphere
of England's greaiest sins. And swift,
spasmodic maods of repentance and par-
tial ucts of long delayed * justice are not
able suddenly to undo life long wrongs.

It is the one grent moral Tosson which
Georgo Bliot has sct herself to teach this
generation, that the worst conseqiience
of wrong-doing is that it puls insuper-

cable difffeultios “in'the way" of doing
right, and that Nemises follows on  for
years, ‘though -a changed heart has re-
- moved the ground of offence and’ bittor
repentande has' hesonght. its favor with
tears, We are proving this with regard

to the Irish, and, if we could keep it
more constantly in mind, it would, per-
hips, make us more lenient and ebharit-
able in-our view. of their discontent.
But let us not flatter ourselves that we
have at length done justice 1o Ireland,
and that its present complaints arise.
only from the memory  of anciong
wrongs. Letl our reader visil the west-
ern parts of the island, where the pros-
ent agitation has its centre, and he will
speedily be disabused of that funcy. He
will find hundreds of square miles ot
fertile land lying almost barren, towns
like Galway and Westport literally tum-
bling to picces, able-bodied Iaborers
stunding idle all day with miserable rags
on their backs and gaunt famine in their
faces, erowds of women and children on
the vorge of starvation, unroofed cabins
hardly fit for pigs, where human beings
are cowering for shelter, with the rain
and sunow drifting and filtering down
upon them, and general beggary and
squalor and wretchedness the like of
which no.other country in Burope,not .
even excepling Turkey, can show—and
my lords and gentlemen the natural
protuctors of these people, the owners
of the land, the drainers of its produce,
unseen for years on their estales, and
spending all that ‘{hey ean squeeze out
of the soil in the shape of reunt on the
luxurious and often riotous living of for-
cign cities. Tsitsurprisingthat theIrish
peasantry should bo a little sceptical
about the rights of property, and should
fail to understand the- grace of meek
submission? Is it surprising that they
cannot realize the beneficence of the law
which proteets these gentlomen'in the
mneglect of every duty, and can do noth-
ing for the crowd except to lkeep aposse
of armed constables in every village to
overawe thom ? o

We do not hint at any interference
with the rights of properly, for we know
that in the long run such intorforence.
would produce more miseries than if
wounld remove, but we demand that our
statesmen shall - take up the Trish land
question, not with ~tender and gingerly
hands as heretofore, but with “a “deter-
‘lination to make some radical change
and' to rocognize tenants” rights as well
as landlords’ privileges.” And we plead
still’ more. for the uprising of a moral
sentiment which shall inflict its scorpion




