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uide. We stand aghast like the well-fed
Mr. 3umble wlen the half-starved
Olivër Twist dared to ask for inore. Ire-
land is a sort of Cerborus vith fifty
mouths, and when ve have thrown a sop
Io one there .1a forty-nino stijl lissing
aind chiunoring to bc supplied. We are
quite -Suro thait the people LVC tilare inoigi-
bly ti:mikless, that their discontent is a
chronic diseuse, tliat the grievauces of
Ilclatnd :a like the petit of its own bogs,
iiig to thi strface again aost as fas t
as the tipper layers are remnoved, that
hie Irish patriot is a rabid deiagoglue
i'aditiur 011 11tt 1ntiu(uibmin on igiary w lO ongs, t h at
îiests :Ind jesuits are the scuret cati-
iovers of isairec ti, that tle Colt is
atural[y mi uniiuly aid pugnacious

animial _wlicl no reasionable GoveI1-
ment cati caitrol, aid talit Ieliland tilust
be ield down with a strong ian(l and
hie í!r.st sparlks of sedlition tramI)led ont
witi iron liel. So wc sattla tie difii-
euiIhy, or ratliai disni ss it fio o Our
mlinds.

iLas our reader goe througlih tho
terribe indictmen tof English misgor-
Citernment and Englisht cruelty conttaitned
in Prounde's history of "l Th Etnglisi in
Ireland ?" alis li considered the affect
ihich con turies of suifering are likely ta
Iliva produced 011 a susceptible pCOpie'S
mîintd ? Las he tried toa ike allowanice
for tiat iuiicritance of hitred which is
the only possession that their English
titisters alive naver beau ablo to wrest
from the Irish peasatitry ? lias ie tried
to racilize the feclings of a nation w'hose
nieniory is iadent witli stories of intoler-
abIle wrong? Doas he think that a few
hom1ieopathic doss of just dealing vill
suddeily lcal this loing accumilatioi of
disease ? Ireland is to-dayl England's Ait-
milat ion, because it has been the sphere
of nifglnid's greatest sins. Anîd swift,
spastdic moods of repentance and par-
tial acts of long deiayad justice ara not
aible suddenly ta mdo life long wrongs.

It is the one grcat moral lassonihhich
(orgoEliot has sat hOrsalf ta toach this
generation, that the avorst consequence
of wuong"-doin is that it plts intisupr-
able didicultias in tha %vay of doing
right, and lat Laemises follows on for
yearS, though ia changed hemthas re-
moved Che grouud 6P offience :nd' bittoi
tepenitanîce has besoughit its fivo with

tas. Wa arc proviug this with roa trd

tO the Irish, and, if wa could kecp it
more Constantly in minîd, il would, pior.
haps, make us more lenient and charit-
able in Our view of their discontent.
But let us not flatter ourselves that we
hiva at loingtLh done justice to Ireland,
anid tit its preseut complaints ariso
aonly fromu tlie maemory o anciant
wiIrgs. Let aur reaîder viSit the w-est-
cru ptarts of thte islaid, wlere the pros-
ent agitation lias its centre, and hie will
speedily be disabused of tliat limcy. Hc
will find ulindreds of square miles oi
fertile land lying almoast barreil, towns
like Galway tid W'estport literally tui-
bling ta pieces, able-bodied laborers
stantding' idle alil daiy with muiserable rags
on their backs atnd gauintt j'amine in their
faces, crowds fI womeini and chiildrei atn
tha verge of starvation, uiroofead catbins
hardly lit for pigs, whtere humian bcings
are coweing for sIelter, with the raiin
atnd snow difting and filtering downii
tpoi them11, and geeral beggar'y and

sqtîualor and wretchedniess ti like of
which no otliai couintiy in Europe, not
aven excepting Turey, cati show-and
iy lords and genîtltuemin the natural

protctors of titese people, the owners
of thte land, the draincrs of its produce,
utiseeti for years on ticiv estates, aind
spending alIl that they can squeeze out
of the soil in the shape of rent on the
luxurious anid often riotous living of for-
eign citios. Is it sutrpr'ising ilat the Irish
peasantry should ba a little sceptical
iaot the rigits of property, and shtould
fail tO understand the- grace of mneck
submission? Is it suirprising that they
cannot realiza thec beneficence ofthe law
whicih pr'otects tiose gentlementiin the
igilect of very duty, and cati do nîoth-
itng fo- tue crowd exeept to koop a posso
of armed constables ii overy villiage to
overawc thom ?

.Ve do nlot hiint at aiîy inîterference
1with fite rigits of property, foi- we knîow
thiat in the long r.unt such iiterference
Vould îproducc more itseries tlan it

woauld remuova, but, we demanud fltt Our
statesmîei shall take upi the Irish land
question, not witl tnder atnd gingarly
iiands as ieretofora, but:with 'a deter-
niination tO niaka suone radical chauga
and, to racogiiz taits rights as well
as lidtcllds' privilogas. And we iaed
still more. for te utprisingt of a moral
sentimenît w'itich shall inflict its scorpion


