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CARTYLE,

T usvE just fnished Thomas Carlyle’s ast ook,
entitled, « 'ast and Present,” and it hos so Gilled

- my mind, that 1 umist tey to give my impressions

. ofit. My admiration ol this buolk is disinterested,
~for [ am nat of those who make Carlyle’ the god
of their idelatry ;' yet, Tteust, [ am not insensi- ;
- ble ta the merits of so original n thinker, i so
profound « evitic. | Lhave vead all his producs
tons—many of them with mnmingled ‘delight—

aml none of them, without appreciution vt his
extrnordinary powers. .. Lo make allusion only to

- faw s—His: l)io"mphy of - Schiller ;- his com-

+ imenty_on the:lile and writings of
i of Lu)ulhe, are; s0 huu"ht thewmsely
(h v lmc 'rennh, as to” he ereations uuhe
¥y ritici s, Su«,h as uliost: place llll. viite
on'n leu.l with " the srent - nuthors' \\lmm he-
weviews. With these I need lmrlﬂy specily’

&

most pathetic nml cloquent Tssny on'Burns—a
genuine anil nmnl) cstimate of n most genuine

[ t\ml most manly poet. A position of Carlyl
T ewn is that to judge tenly of funlts, you my

‘!.lllllul', and this Position” hie has nobly himself )

< glovy and i joy.”": Dt C'.u'lyk_ ltus ]luudmr(
i which nn admiration enn remler pleasing to me.,
e L DE I some ‘wilt_eall o ('un\emmnnl for such' re-
vty pugnance, [c'umnl: help it: 8o it is in me, “and [
"+ only shew my improv ement, by, Carlyle's lessons,
= hy honest expression, It sccms to me that Car-

Iylo dcifies sheer force, and that he is, intolérant,

- not mcrc]y to pretension, but to \\'cu!\nea i

G0 limited,
. With most cloquent eulogies on & ,.he'
does not mueh respect individual independence.
‘The r'cmuncncs% that-he approves is one which
makes impr uamn Dy some strong peeuliarity ; one
which can maintain its right by power, - Other
lhnn\llns hc does not praise ; nn).on Iimble
'-"mcu, ‘who do thu lest they can in common ways,
o' pours out_most scalding: snrcasni, anid most
“bitter" ridicale. ' Carlyle: woull havo the’ Towetr
'mmd:. not merely subjects; hut worsluppcrs, and’
) To this worship I
:  mover 'cnn bend : I ndmira greatsonls; but [ will
*not fors.xku my 0\\ll-—l|‘l my mlm-ntmn Lwould 5

ichter ;: his.

‘\ “will proceed to tell younil Leanina short space S
- Aave entered fullyinto the excellence of your

c\cmphhul in his estinate of big-hearted l)ln'll\, -
- the bard . that “\\ull.cll the: moustain SlllL i

views of man eften appear {o me o\‘.cmhnw]_y,; withul, it has modidations of sweetness nd pity.
and s@ also his ideas of good and evil.y

;- fuin uspire direetly to the Creator of great souls.
From n great many points in Carlyle’s philosophy ‘
: [ sincerely (lls:onl-lmt, within limits, desire to
yhea Jenrnei frum Curlyle’s tenehing, . That he is
4 mancof avigorous and eurnest mind, | believe .
that he is . man of'n unuqml anil entholic e,
doubr.:. His lutee style is:not 1o be praised ;
umu"h, it it be horne s nm( nnlhmu umwnnr(- '. i,
eviniee the value which js set on Carlyle's llmnglll,)
than the enduranen of his style. It is not Lng-
lish, nnd 1 know uat what else it is. - Ilis tevms, :
singly, -to be sure, are Anglo-Saxon; but to 0 L
) what dialect his sentences belong let pl llm()plx«-u ) '
; determine, ' Bt still, let no Q_ne e awny
) his mhl nml nrnlvsquc lexpression : let ne o
) this xu.cmmt st 1L~ulc  book of le)l 5, .
will throw mway - husk-whichcontuins & vory
precious kernid f have ninstered his vocabula<
vy, and find & wisdom in his words which wonld
5 repay twenty times the labour,  These exceptions .
; nre made in perfectly cordial temper; aml now [ R
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It is: divided into
entitldd the * L'v o)
soeiety in its prc:cm. ‘ominons’ cmulmnn. un(l i
i deepest voiee ‘of wlvice' ind waining, which :
ins come forth.from the groaning heart of that
ek nnd strugeling conntry, Theve isaprophet- .
likke'depth in its tone.of complaint, ind #'pro-
" ike. cnerr'_} inits ln(lwunnr. (lunum.muon'
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. Roolkk the second, is d :lglmle(l “The Ancient
) Monk.” Tt resuscitates n feaggment of the micdle
ages, with thas piclurusq‘uo vitality in which
Carlyle has ne equal and no vival. This heok iy
fourded on an old MS., some time since dis-
covered in. Englaad by the “ Camden Society,” -
.containing a memoiy of orie Samson, abbot ul‘(hc
'\[onnslcry of St; Edmundshury in the twelfilh.
century.  Bdmund was.a_gencrous Saxon I ng-
lishman, who, beloved I)ylns people, nind mnnluul
by, v.he ])'\ncs. ‘became a snint. : Threo eentur

after his denth, his shrme wes hunfr with rlchcu
anda monnstcr) existed under his patronnge, with
.one of the l)mmlﬂ:t nﬂlntn: in‘the nation: _(‘lnr-




