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EDITORIAL,

ONCE DARKNESS, NOW LIGHT,

For yo were onco darkness, Lut now are ye light in the
Lord; walk as children of light, Eph, +, 8.

The apostlo fu-cibly contrasts the past
state of the liphesiang with the present.
They bad once been darkness, but were now
hght. 1lle does not say that they had once
been in darkness and were zow in light, but
that they had been darkness itself, but wer.
now iight in the Lord. To be in darkness ia
an injury to one’s sclf, but to be darkness is
an injury to others. So also is it a benefit
to a man’s self to be in hght, but to be in
light 18 a blessing to others.

When “the Word was made flesh and
dwelt among us,” He so united humanity
that ¢“no man liveth to himself.” No man
can pass through this world without the
influence and help of others, and no man
lives but either to aid or hinder others,
“‘For to this end Christ died and lived again
that He might be Lord both of the dead and
living” To Him all must answer for the
influence they exert on others. Jesus first
asks the lost one, ‘“‘Where art thou?” and
2s soon as He finds and saves him, He asks
him ““Where is thy brother?” The mur-
derer replies, “I know not; am I mybrother’s
keeper?” But the child of God is anxious
for his brother’s salvation, and tells him of
the Saviour that he, too, may be saved.

These Ephesians bhad once been on the
road to ruin. Living in idolatry and sin,
they had influenced their children and others
to pursue the same course. DBut Jesus in
His great love had found thew and drawn
them unto himself. They were now hght in
the Lord. [lis spirit had borne witness with
their spint that they were children of God,
Taeirs was & blessed change from darkness
to light and from the power of Satan unto
God. Being in fellowship with Him who is
the true light, they were children of light,
and Paul’s great anxiety was for them to
walk as children of light. While he rejoiced
greatly in their salvation and in their hope
of future glory, he pled with them to so wulk
that their wnileence in leading others to
Christ might be still greater than it had been
in leading them astray. In shis letter he
makes this walk exceedingly plain. What
can be plainer than the following instruc-
tions: “Wherefore putting away lying, Jet
every man speak truth with his ueighbor;
for we are members one of another. Let
him that stole steal no more, but rather let
him labor, working with his bands the thing
which is goud, that he might have to give to
him that needeth. ILet no corrupt commu-
nication proceed out of your mouth, but that
which 18 good Lo the use of edifying, that it

" may minister graco unto the hearers. Lt
all bitterness and wruth and anger and 2lamor
and evil speaking be put away from you with
all malice. Ard be ye kind one to-another,

tender hearted, forgiving one another, oven
as God has for Christ’s sake forgiven yon.”—
Eph., 4th Ch,

All those instruetions christians can under-
stand, and by God’s help can practico. What
a beautiful description ta given of Christian
couversation, It is good to edify saints, to
build them up in their most holy faith, and
also to minister grace to the hearers. (iod
has promised to show his salvation to the
man that ordereth his conversation aright;
and here it isdescribed as the chunnel thiough
which salvation flows to the uunconverted
When Christians meot, if anxious to do right
and watchiul, haw easy it is to avoid corrupt
communication and speak with grace, oven
when not speaking of grace. David calls his
tongue his glory and determines to use it for
(God. It is the helm of a man’s character,
and with it he steers either in the narrow
path or on the road that leadeth to destruc-
tion; and by its influencoe ho is either dark-
ness or light to others. The Christian is in
constant need of divine aid, and Jesus ha8
promised it in this way: ‘“ If ye abide in me
and my word abide in you ye shall ask what
ye will and it shall be done unto you.”
Abiding 1n Christ, we have God’s promise of
everything wo ask of him, and he gives us
power to shine ng lights in the world.

Many a man can look back to the time
when he was in darkaess and irouble about
hig state, and how eagerly he sought the
company of Christians to hear them talk of
Jesus and his love, and of bigsad disappoint-
ment when their conversation ran on other
matters. But when he did meet a man who
told him of the Saviour, how very anxious
he was to save and how plain he made the
plan of salvation. ‘T'hat man he can never
forget. His form and appearance is ever
before him. The very place on which they
met is to him Dke the gate of heaven, and
among the greatest joys of the future will be
the meeting of ths spiritual parent and
child in the celestial abode. Let Christians
remember that in tiae multitudes around
them travelling to eternity there may be
many halting between darkness and light
who are watching their deportment, especially
their conversation, and while they are deter-
mining in the Lord’s strength that their
sacrifice will be the fruit of their lips giving
thanks to his name, let them in the same
strength order their conversation so that it
may be good to the use of edifying and min-
ister grace to the hearers.

The long evenings will soon be upon us.
How shall they bespent ? Not, we trust, in
sin nor 1n ssmply pleasure. Iafeis too short
for 1ts hours to be squandered. Iere is a
note from B. L. Smith that may be helpful.
“] wish to commend to you a new book,
* Sketches of the Proneers” by F, D. Power,
Washington, D. C, It is a condensation of
the lives of the pioneers and contains sound
teaching. It will be sent by J. Z Tyler,
Cleveland, Ohio, for 23 cents & copy.” I[ow
delightful and stimulating to spend some
evenings over such a book, "o walk with
wise und bold men wall help to mako us wise

and bold.

Original Confribmtions,
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL,

AGNES M WILLIAMS,

Somo fow months ngo the editor of a cor-
tain well-known journal treated his readers
to an cditorial on ““The Decay of the Sunday
S¢ vol,” but T'm sure that ero this the poor
man has been mado to realize the folly of his
opinions, for from various sources have come
stirring defences and unmistakable proof, in
the forns of slatistics, that the power and
ifluenco of the Sunday School is not on
the wane,

While his criticisms may be to a cortain
ex‘ent descrved, yet we feel that the good
results of the work are sufficiently solf-ovi-
‘lent to sustain our faith in the organization,
It seems 1mpossible not to recognize that it
is one of the most important departments of
the church. A successful and well organized
school is one of the surest indications that
the church is becoming more and more alive
to the glorious possibilities awaiting develop-
ment in the young hearts and minds in the
primary and intermediate grades of our
schools.

Indeed, I do not think I am speaking too
strongly whon I say that the success of the
church deponds, to a very great extent, upon
the Bible Schools of to-day, for from its
classes the church will receive its most
earnest and effective members,

Early impressions are the most lasting,
and we are all willing to admit the necessity
of early spiritual training and its importance
in character building,

Now, although the purpose of the Sunday
School is not to supplant, or in any way
lessen the necessity for home training in
religions matters (which unfortunately seems
to be the impression entertained by some
parents), yet the systematic outline of Bible
study adupted by our most progressive schools
18 such, that, added to the somewhat uncon-
sciously 1mparted truths the children so
readily assimilate in their every day life,
causes them to become more or less familiar
with the Bible. With this familiarity, to
even the most careless and indifferent scholar,
there will come visions of a nobler and more
ideal life, a deepening consciousness of the
true meaning of Christianity ; while the
habit of direct reference to God’s word,
rather than the unquestioning acceptance of
the opinions of men, wmll also be acquired.

Although the Sunday School is more adap-
ted to the needs and intelligence of children,
it should not be allowed to supplant the
regular church service, which, judging from
the absence of the Sunday School children
from most of our church scrvices, scems to
bo the case. We must always remember

that it is a mneans to an end and not the end
itself. It is one of the easiest and most
natural entrances to the church, for in the
ideal Sunday School, and, I trust, in many
that are perhaps far from being 1deal, the
supreme object 13 to convert each and every
scholar to Christ, and to help give them an



