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"0 . iBlnn. tender hearted, forgiving one another, aven ( 1yjijn lytigtW
__ as Goad as for Christ's sake forgiven yon."-

ST. JOHN, N. B., - O(TOBEIt, 1898 Eph., 4th Ch.
- Ail these instructions christians can under.

EDJTORLIL. stand, and by God's help can practico. Whatt AoNES M w[I,MS.
ONCE DARKNESS, NO% LI(1IT. 2 a beautiful description ls given of Christian fow mouthe ugo the editor of a cor-

-- ~~~~conversation. It ls good ta edi!y baints, to omfwmntsgoheirofa cor-e
For yo wereo darknew, but now are ye light in the bud them up in their most holy faith, and tain well-known journal treated his readere

Lord; walk as thilIrei of light. Eph. i, S. aise to minister grace to the hearers. God to an editorial on "l The Dccay of the Sunday
The apostie fo-cibly contrasts the past has prominised te show hie salvatien ta the Se ool," but I'm sure that ore this the poor

state of the Ephesians with the present. man that ordereth his conversation aright inan has been made to realize the folly of his
They had once been darkness, but were now mid lera it isdescribcd us the ch&annel thogh opinions, foir from varions sources have come
hîght. Ua do- not say that they had once ~whih salvation flows to the uncoiverted. stirring defences and unmistakable proof, in
been im darkness and were now i light, but When Christians meet, if auxious to do right the forni of statistics, that the power and
that they had been darkness itsoif, but wer, and watchinl, haw easy it is te avoid corrupt influence of the Sunday School is not on
now iight in the Lord. To b in darkness is communication and speak with grace, even the wane.
an injory to one's self, but to bc darkness is wiei net speaking of grace. David calls his Whilo his criticisms may be to a certain
an inijury to others. So aho is it a beiefit tongue bis glory and determines ta use it for ex.ent deserved, yet We feel that. the good
to a mnai's self to be in light, but ta bu in God. It is the heln of a man's character, results of the work arc sufficiently self-evi-
lght is a blessing to others. and vith it he steers either in the narrow 'lent to sustain our faith mn the organization.

When "the Word was made flesh and path or on the road that leadeth to destruc- It seems impossible not ta recognize that it
dwelt among us," H1e se united humanity tion ; and by its influence he is either dark- is one of the most important departiments of
that "no man lveth ta hîimself." No man ness or liglt te others. The Christian is iv the church. A successful and Well organized
can pass through this world without the c school is one of the surest indications that
ifluence and help of others, and no man constdit need o divine nid, and Jeins mha the church is becoming more and more alive

livs utcihertani o hide ohes.premised it lu this way: "lIf ye abide lu me Ilives but either to aid or hinder others' and my word abide in yen ye shall ask what to the glorious possibilities awaiting develop-
"For te this end Christ died and hived again y wil and it shal be done unta you." ment in the young hearts and minds in the
thatAbiding in Christ, we have God's promise of primary and intermodiate grades of our
living." To Him ail must answer for the everything we ask of him, and he gives us schools.
influence they exert on others. Jesus first pos er ta shine as lights in the world. Indeed, I do not think I am speaking too
asks the ]ost one, "Where art thou?" and \any a man cau look back ta the time strongly whîen I say that the success of the
as soon as He finds and saves him, He asks when ha was in darkness and trouble about church depends, ta a very great extent, upon
him "Where is thy brother? 'Che mur- his state, and how eagerly lie sought the the Bible Sehools of to-day, for from its
dkrer replies, I know not; a I my brother's company of Christians ta hear them talk of classes the church will receive its most
keepfor But the child of God is anxious Jesus and his love, and of his Sad disappoint- earnest and effective members.
for his brother's salvation, and tells him of ment when their conversation ran on other Early impressions are the most lasting,
the Saviour that hie, too, may be saved' matters. But when he did meet a man who and we are ail willing to admit the necessity

These Ephesians bad once been on the told him of the Saviour, how very anxious of early spiritual training and its importance
road ta ruin. Living in idolatry and sin, . in character building.
they had influenced their children and othors lie fas ta savo and how plain he made the Now, although the purpose of the Sunday
ta pursue the same course. But Jesus iu plan o! salvation. ihat man henca never School is nat ta supplant, or in any way
IIis great love bad found the' and drawn befo hi. HiThe very pla peara nhicle e lessen the necessity for home training in
them unto hmself. They were now get fa met is to him he the gate of heaven, and re]igious matters (which unfortunately seems
the Lord. His spirit had borne witness with among the greatest joys of the future will be ta be the impression entertained by some
their spirit that they were children of Go a the meeting of this spiritual parent and parents), yot the systematie outline of Bible
Tacirs was a blessed change from darkness child in the celestial abode. Lot Christians study adupted by our most progressive schools
to lighit and fromt the power of Satan unto remember that in the multitudes around s such, that, added ta the somewhat uncon-
God. Being in fellowship with Him who is n n tatin t .mtit e rora sciously imparted truths the children sa
the truc light, they were children of lighthem travelling t eternity there many be readily assimilate in their every day life,
and Paul's great anxiety was for them to many halting between darkness and hlght causes them ta become more or less familiar
waàlk as children of hght. While he rejoiced who are watching their deportment,especially vith the Bible. With this familiarity, ta
greatly in their salvation and in their hope their conversation, and while they a ter even the most careless and indifferent scholar
of future glory, ho pied with them te se walk sacrifice wil bo the fruit ter thaips givir there will come visions of a nobler and more
that their influence in leading others tac ng ideal life, a deepening consciouneess of the
Christ miglt be still greater than t liad been thanks ta hie name, loet them in the samo true meaning of Christianity ; while the
in leading them astray. In this letter hie strcngth order their conversation sa that it habit of direct reforence to God' w ord
makes this walk exceedingly plain. What inay e good to the use o! edifying and min- rather than the unquestioning acceptance of
eau be plainer than the following instruc- ister grace to the hearers. the opinions of mon, will also be acquired.
tions: "Wherefore putting away lying, lot The long evenings wdl soon be upon s. Althoughi the Sunday School is more adap-
every min speak truth with his neighbor; How shall they bu spent ? Not, we trust, in ted ta the needs and intelligence of children,
for we are members one of another. Let sin nor in simply pleasure. Life is too short it should not be allowed ta supplant the
him that stole steal no more, but rather lot for its hours ta bo squandered. Here ie a regular church service, which, judging froni
him labor, woiking with his bands the thing note froin B. L. Smith that may be helpful. the absence of the Sunday School childreni d h haI wish to commend ta you a new book,which ais gou, that ho might, have to gie to "ketches of the Pioncers" by F. D. Power, from mîost of our church sarvices, seems to
him tlhat needeth. Let no corrupt commu- Washington, D. c. It is a condensation of be the case. We must always remember
nication proceed out of your mouth, but that the hîves of the pioneors and contains Sound that it is a means to anu end and net the end
which ms good ta the ise of edifying, that it tCachng. It will be sent by J. Z. Tyler, itself. It is one of the easiest and most
may minister grace unto the hearers. L-t Cleveland, Ohio, for 25 cents a copy." How natural outrances te the church, for in the
all bitterness anîd wrath and anger and eamor delightfuil and stimnulatmng to spend some ideal Sunday School, and, I trust, in manyS evenngs over such a book. To walk with that are perhaps far from boing ideal, the
and evil speakmng bo put away fron yo wiý th wise and bold mon will hieip to make us wise suprqme object is to couvert aci and every
ail malice. And be yo kind ene ta-another, j and bold. scholar te Christ, and te holp give them an


