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Ais Pbedc Axen sat vifli agonheod brain, "àA double avant, air," sasd Stlvey, vith
maturnlig ber terribe a cheine, a borseman, the air ot & s"ge, and not he.ing lie
vboso saddle ba gappearedtoeb.unusal apclogy, * la visn eu h acha eue bone te
beavy, galloiped tram Christcburch tvards vii two race."
bier hoaetead. Soine Uitoe miles frein tb. "Oh, Isle betting, la il" naid Walter,
towu b. pulled up before a raug b, vooden easlly, mtli wambog him bande In " invisible
building thàt atood by thse roaad. Tise vaten."
ereclion va low.Pitcbed. It. ciurnslly. "Nu, i," enbed Blond, with th. mont
constructed, ave rhanging roof, and I t nnouned ecnteaupt, vavlng is glant we
Irgubar valîs, formed vltb logo, ne two ai the air, "i« It nat vhat yen veubd call
whlch vera cf thse sanie longth or thielkueis, commont vulgar betting."1 Ife spake asgave it areckee, deflant air, lu strong cou- thougis tire varda aisutd hlmn. "oDouble
trast vltb th. sevoe order ai mont cf tise ovents,Mr. Walter, sslaomdhget
athor boume tbo traveller bitA paed. eaîacbievemnoo whih tise bumanmnd la

Over the ciurnay deor th. nome «"Srcvzsv slapable la te brng ou. off; lhe msans ve
1i.xcD" bad lie= aicravled in grottoquo spots u.ila raoomerte is ount-. Tire

charactera. Looking ai tho racliez craokod aun't noting La tire vise range cf lesaing
lettons, yen conld net heip tiinig that te heo compared vitis a donble avent."
thlare vas a curliu affialiy betwcee thse «"I'm a&[raid," gaa Wslter, vitir a piro.

quitappeliatiou &ad tire eceentnlocabin. ptlatory amlo, "«traI 1 amn aadly lJuorant
eue ilbut a Stivey could bave pe.slbly oua- H ave yen e antcue geod bem. ho feCon-

atrnctodl thilt Wall =a thse roof augguted tinued, loelng ronn the har.s apantesent.
that Mr. Blond %à& Il gentleman et munis o "supposeoue dau't eau filaten suife. sny
ai: inu ai demeoanour, vbess spirite voue distanc, in Zbis country? Etl'maont vony
volatile. and vhirei, oul revclte lagalist atrong yen knov ; tbe rida bas made me

omsVOiIIoLD ity. terribly thirsty "
Tises. theugst dld net occur te e>ur "4lltaI y o vat l'y. gel hoard Mn.

travelior, for he enly giancod hastily at tbe Bsnr,aad Itive.y,vith th. air of ý, mâa
buildi. Wlthout noticiu tirs Mmne, bo unf adig a ghastly secret. l'y.v somnu Af thc.

cocldo that It was a roadLde inn, or, usbs atont là the whole fla là.
it voald b.e called bore, "oaccommudation "1Open a baille, tiser,'. a good folfow, and
boume." thon yen &alal te11 mue iov yonoame te yen.

li. dismounted, but licerso r ea.:a Ta ute ont bhem."
urond Uic dean offned, and Mn. Stlvey While Stivey vas proonris tise retreai.

Blond stood Iu tb. litan e looake as ment Walter observait that tire internai ar
muncis 11k. an Englisis ostier as possilbe. Hia rainge.aaeua yoe au primitive as lbe. antan
loge vera long and thmn. and tigbtly oncased aspect va rongh and rsnfinimised. Tbe caiiy
in rldlng trousera. H. vas in bla shirt. nette in tihe place voie nnpalul.d cumbor.
afoeves, md bMa indi ver. thbrt deeplY snie boxes, briatllm las unopted places
bute is poeceota. A viik et ar vas vils rnsty nais, . 0Corners ver. ggd
betveen h lipa. il aevscêo iaeanadodsigned apparenatly for the sol pur.
and long a.nd thin; -,ad bis red, splky bli peo of gasing an unvarybsad, cf ripping
atccd erect frcm bis quoerly-ahaped bead. auj clotis ai merely ordlnn anngb

Mr. Blond regarded the atrangera mire- Thant crackod anid aplfnteme caise ved
montis vltb conalderable nonchalance, attire aima as tables, snd Sivoy, wlth a good deal
ane lime gravely chewiu,)g, vWiti infinita cf solernnity, placod th. beer ancd somno cela
reliaât tise strav dangling fsanbis m4ntir. mutton on on. af thein by the aide of lis

No soecer dia thenrdor taira blafaCe te visiter, and then drop~ upon the othen
varda hM, and bdv . te vbeom h.W v a of e tire Chant hime

stndng tha mr Blond'. coin ~sm dis Af 1er vatcing Wallon fer a 1111. lime as
ap=ae. Tli. strsav dnepped te tie gronzrd ho sal there eatlng and dnng vitir cou-
snd lits bain glowod vils a richen hue. aidorablo reliai Mr. olnd thrnst; liaI maon-

"Mn. Waster 1" ho cried, "'Mr. Wallo terau y lag acie i into a deep pocket
Barr! Wiro'd have tisoughs t ofseng yen Cnnnagy.nae rsce is val'tcel, snd
boire? Wby, ilbeats 'Bat4vtagpnllin eff breugir tram it uance, dr cal.iaok-

?ldouLblaoeveut, md ccl ing poclet- bok.
Iu it."1 One aitr compartimente aflIbis book vals

The oe addre.s ea Wallor Banr va a fl. vils cra ci varions coloura. oue
aligilly-bult Young gentinsa ai tome c-a, mare thunibei mand dogeaned tissu lire
twentj.lwO jean Of ale Hisa hsar Ir" lal osons, hoe teok cut and threv upos Waltèr's
most white; h. vone spectacles, and Io b5d plate.
tiraI subdued norvoui mnaner se fnequently "Tl ' vIsat breugbt £ii e,, esi
obeervoci ina sirt-asgbted epo deffantly. "If Il lsadu't a' ben foir ta -tiJ

A UtIle slartled a: Mn. leinda'i abrupt ex- siouid a' beden In Engla novr.
ciamnation, ho loaked lnqulnlogby Itt bis His riistr plck.d thes ciano up sud ex-
face. Iancined Il vith conid«ora eunlosity.

"1Dean nme," bie zaid, iocrednuly;e Stlvey vatcied fim vitr a centemptueu
do eurelly it camnet be Stivey Bieni. " curlaofiisslip4: WalteroCoulda mk atiothing

",Iltheresanothon," nadStivey,mlen- ci IL.
tienaly, "In ae srry for bina. A mucvlth .TsIle,"4dSivj ekn il
ancir a naine la protly heaYv héadlcapped. bais Taa on ngere ul Stvy spt asor drty
1 can tel yen, air." I. ouyýg .ý#o u it

"But vbal con tarts bu brought yen eut tison this. ol f thse roc, "la eloven but-
ber.1" drnaneci allo, athi vti tre d aund fiflir pcud; tiraI theo.." usoving a

barne loc deo! von teer ai wt the bittle te tb. nlgbt, " «la tvO pnord, iad tirs.
"lDouble ocet,"npld Mfr. Blond, bora,"' travellilnig d10v11 thse canoT, "la tise

glolomiy. Thoenw vilS anewar o! ,I... naint> ofa herse, andi thsenatueof tvo taoss."
mystery h. addcd, "mand double iventa l Walter peered aI the card v«7y lntontly -P
psnhapa talke me bacie &gain." but though ho amazmed a vory visie expfes.

Mn. Blond led the. hanse under caver and mien, b. could~iecipher aohing. Mn. Blond'.
secureel i;, and Walier Barn, as ho gs o nsan Peckirog boa effectually destnoeT
watciing tilm, ruibndl hlm bauds tenUehr aiu trace of tir, oriia vnstlug.
vith great satisfaction. Ho e srle ina " 1Nov," Mr. Bloned CoDUaeci vilS sa
soit plesmnt vay as a ehil inltam Un air cf triumph, 4.Il thia thie bora. boa

vh~~~~~~~n4 iL wo i oi nxldtet on them tirera Ivo races, 1 siboula bave
«And viral msy a'«doub aevent'o l" bia lem buade a ity pound. Blevea

ho aaked cbeenily, ne ho followed bis hoat _hundred---and-fllty-pouad," ho repeat-
into lheamrude but. ed alavly, dwelling vwith gneat unction upon
Sîtive lrned and regardlod ig questioner lewàc VOHr.
vitisa air aiuprleme pIty. Whnir bogr ho baWgivec bis guest

gales knov th"a jou vas tee myailicien o a tru E10 gt limouIy lo bis
relired, air, but I dia tbink they'd tangit, jais tatemont, h. octlnuid inu loy viaper.-

tha."IlAxao ail frir tv aT.
Tise innkeeper'.a visage grev se lang anuido "Dur2c," Madte, m thn Ii

molemu tirat Mr. Bsrn lieciue mervoneiai -. am~rttea -. dyen dou't My *0 3 Aul for- tva
ho ball sonionaly hurt bils futlig,Ma, ho ponadal"

.begsd te asaurge hlm tsI lié bad »e ln- "4AUl for twa pound-" üs th e bmaay
tenouvravcnioIadughas.mirfltie. i. Alier tva pound.

"d id not gel it, Mfr. WVa ter (bore tire
speAkl1er atruce the. box wih bis clenched
fit, and sont one cf the batties rclling on te
the, fior;) I bolt that fortune by a iluk--
tb. meresl fluke lu tbe venda, and that'.
hem' 1 caine cnt ber,."

It was vory oevident that Mfr. lond, just
ait tbis moment, ishod te monopolise tbe
ocuversatlon. Wlion he pausie. WValter
Ban waited aihintiy, and vltb semo humnil-
ity, for lmtr ta proceedt.

I vas noier se sure cf a double ovent
haera in rny lite," ho cantlnued prcsently.
"lI looked upcn it au a ' moral.' Thon., 1
made that aure cf it that I comrnenoed te
apend àty vinninga baiera th. second race
cates off. The fins: vas as rigist as tire mail,
,4d I didn't fear a littIe bit I borroed

evaery bit ai maney I conld, mnd me aud th%
riieie d a ain. bigh aId time cf it, I c-

tll yoni."
The recclcion cf Ibis dofine igh e!d

time," brings a piacid smiloe te the speaker'&
face and hoepick-s up thse grsy ticket and

toendis il affecticnaoly.
Wal air," ho vent on, the smlle slow

Il fading troa bis lengthening fac<, Ilfor
t le vholo veok afore the seond oevent it

naied elus M  es a ego
hov rounci--of course howsn't. # r

Blond , ' y bis nianner, ovfdently vlshed his
aisteOr te srnderatand tUal ne velîcon-'
stitutedl ranimai, witi a proper respect for
Itéell, Weald have the amreat connection
vils beavy ground-"' and-vell thre long
and short et lt vas the, double avant didn't
coei off,: snd I vas In a pmetty deep bale.",

Mfr. Barr effleasd bils ayrnpatiy.
" «Oh ltvwaaet the first disappointmentcof

thce klnd by many a ignore, but l'd nover
made sncbt a bool cf rs'eUbeicre. 1 as
vhat'yau rny caul proporly ,boxcid ur, air."

IlWby didyou ot ai my fathor te bel p
yen? I amn sure ho weuld flot have rot used

yen."t* just it, and tiat'a vby I Wald
ratier have cnt my bond cff thtn bave genes
te hm. It vas qulte enaugi for hum, te do
te put nme In a sng little publie-bone aftr
a fev years' service-it ws't likely a
going ta hlm for mon.y. Wissn I gait nlid ci
the publle-house 1 couldin't have Imeakd hlma
la ke face te have saved mylle Hav is
thre aid gentleman, air r'

"Dead 1' Walter ansverod In a loy voene
"h. bas beau dosa nov more han tvo

" oarad gentleman !, he wu a good
sert If ever thoa vals co."

Tiser. vas a trace of emnotion in Blend's
veine, and Mr. Barr, anious not dvell upon
tb. urapleasut thaeue, rouod hlen sying-

"Wel, virat did yent do as lit "
"II t.ll yeu, air. Wheu iny isas knev

tzS. trnth,' ah. juit teck the reins, air, snd 1
badte.seatIs1edwitbbakaot 'Stlvey,'
ah. mys, 'tse double levents viii b.tse
main of yen. Yeu've bave lest adl jour cvii
mouoy, and yeu've gi.t veny ireavily inte
doit I ean u e it ail listere me,' ab. "sY£.
'like a bock. YauI nover iroit stafied

muayou'v »Pet My bit of money tome. But
It hént bl Sivo,' l aya. ' l'u going

te pack up aIl my belasigings, and draw my
mnoy aut of the. bank, and off ilI b. te my
brother in Nov Zeeand.' Thon ah. soi ton-
ed a bit, and locklg klndeocuxlng l1k. mire

ilald, ' il yen 11k., Stivey, jeu eau corne taco.
Butstay wllb yenc berm 1vi net Thom'
deubl, oyant a jusl varrttigmy lite out'
Il dldn't ak. nme long te décide. ' Yen
don't thiro vo're goiog te prdo yen, old
lady' I m ays. * h ain't lksy., l'il go vitb
yen, and t.hat'a a double ebant yen cain bot
jour lait balfpeny ukon."'3

'lit vas thse buet thnng for yen te do."
« 1Wollo I don't knov, air. Tise climat.

aoiehov didnt suit thse 'ponr id seul, and
six menthe afler belng boire ah.e gave me ber
laut kio, ana vent avay for ever.

"«Deatr, destis 1" arxnured Walter.
"«Whereve1 galhear cfnothing but doatb."

At ter a pause ho contiuued-
"Have yen doue WOU bore, Stlvey V.
"I wau doing greathingm upaet thse leva,

air, but theus d-.--oub1o evont. got bold cf
me again. ana--ana-weit, air, f ou sels me
hors, and can gu havI .came dowu te IL.
Hovever Fra sal e. There'a no.papcrs bite,
and no ene te bot vitir, ami se Mr. Water
sanis.sois vony quter turc% up, I've
doue vlth dou.,bl eveota fer ««o."

CHAPTER Ill.
DEKOU4cZD.

¶%VItà a briskvirlslb Mr. Blond utl about
rensevlug the My bottlie., snd tihe mnun.
ton aMd thse =thbt Weter 4ac lof t.

OUI suppfose" Il td tbe latter, etthat 1
mut nov lot ;ou loto thoa secret of my &p.
pearanue bore 1"

tg Aye, air, ajout If yen couldin't baga
knocked me down wlth a feather wbco 1
frtrecognisod vho yeni vcre.1

IlMy %tory in ne brighterthan yourowcM."
vos th. reply, givon with a. falout sigh. "f
have ardytuld yoxo that my fàther hc

IlOne cf the beit-onocf the. beatoi" Stivel
broke in.

I'Juat baiera hid unoxpected decca" 1
had snarrlcd, and within a year cf hie cleath
my littho baby girl was boru."

",Gaed."
111Jhspl fo meniy darllisg vîifc dilc.

IlYou'vo bail a double avent, air, ta make
your life wretcbed, mast 11k. me."

IlAdl I vas leit a wldower. Thre lots ci
my father, fallowed se cloeely by that uf my
wife, corrnplotely prostrateul rue. For a littho
time It M-as tboug t that 1 eheuld joie til Mr
llowever, 1 recovered, but suy systeni u 
se abat' cred that 1 vws compelledl te a'ek
heaita nd disttrion In travel I fourni a
klnd borne for my littIe pet, ftnd se% oit for
Now Zetland.'

doIt's quater yeu ahoula have pitched upon

"Neoca l. 1 have tme aid fionda cot
vory fartfrem borte."'

Stivey opcned bis oe.f lnqnlringly.
"Don't yen know tas Axons?'»
"Thero'. nobedy albout tbis part of the

country that doea mot knev Ortgory Axoo,*-
was h. reply. "ILika your father, air, oec

cf thea best.-ono of the verybeat. "
"Gregory andl I er. friends as brys,
and ha more curreus, I was et unu

lime engaged te hoe mari led te lit present
vite."l

Stivey Blond atarted, and regarded W'alter
witb a quser, frghteued icok.

Arnd yeu lae goig there 1" b. aakei.
"Why mot?" W'alser rejoinea, obierio,q

vith much amusement, bis companicri s
astcnlsbed expression. "Grooy and 1
nover quarreUled over thse a li, and, te
confoas the trnth, rny les did flot occasion
me mnch urahappîneas It -was a boyish
fancy, and tbat wal au]. Surely, Stiliey,
you dou't think tint wo're likely te fight a
duel abount the. lady Il"

The nier. snggelotleneof snoh an ecor.'nter
made Walter ).angh witirretire bcartices
thon ho had hitherto exhibitad.

I assure yopi," ho added aeriously, rceicg
that Stivey vas in ne way dispcoad te treai
lb. natter hamorously, 1'thze w. areCt-
best cf friends."

"«Oh, Lesà rlýht enongh," alda Stiçey, in

"051'course h.'. right enoxrgh. Gre"ory
Axon is one ofthe best folwinha o%."

etStiU, for all' that, Master Walter, if
you'd tae my advice you :would m' o"Stivoyaspokce earnestly ad lwrhgtcat
docision.

Walter, Barr, being naturally cf a ne rçors
disposition, was, notwlthataxrding ail oel-
effort& to conceal. It, îwnaiderably ditcom-
poied bv Mr. Blend's peralatence.

"If ye have an y rend rogason for giving
me, suc b dyce, Stivoy, you aboula teillme
virat it l.

doPerhaps I haven't g eot saï reason," sild
Stivey, sapiont3y, nod1ln is Ma d, "s nd
perhapulhCv; but- aie, -e, Mr. Walter,
bueband ad lover ina tue sait hanse ia one
cf thom double event& te hc caretuiiy avoid.
cd. l

Walter lockod reieved,anda gain laughra,
"But I amn net bier lover," be cbjectcd.

lHe'& aIl right," a Stivey, bis voice
ainking te arnystorlons whlaper; "but ahm'a
as bard as a nail.",

IlImpossible 1 She hala on. cf tire avect-
est dlispositions I oave: mnet."

"lThen ah.e icit it hind bier visen aibc
came out ber.. She la as cola us manie

z na as ireartics s ma rock. There's not a
moneor veanan for miles &round that dois
not pity Gregcry£ Axon. He gel lustouble
avont whcn hio marrlodl, &a yen wcre weii

eut cf It, air."
"lYeu ansu me 1" cried Walter. l'In

Engiand Wo ail thougit theni tire bailli lit
couple in the. wcrld Riiodo was hrItolvd
by evcry oe, and Gregery-vcll, yen can
gueis how pepular hoe vas.

"Its queer," sadStivey, gravclythakr-g
bis b.ad; "'but the kindler Gregory isthc
werse ieh gets. Ho0 can't de anythirg te

satiafy bier, snd tha a tact"
"Poor Rode 1"' Walwc 418100. "Isomc.

tiring vcry stisnge muet have bappcncd te
cirangeblersoc. Bot it can't b.e Gregc it'
faultU I'm sure of tiraI.
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