
'tO1<S AND NOTIONS.
SCRoan IB ,

BLINtt AND EXERCISE
BOOKS.

The trade an s rilabblng ani exe< se books
hais grow Ir'o enormous nrp rtns m the
pais few years EIve'y Iouse engaged in iela
mrianifactuire of thtem) I OansumaIies several car
loads (If papier cvcr>' seasoi tg) gel is stare
of the necess.ir) st k upllon hei market The
noiisy slate bas disappared froim Ite s hoo!
room, written work ia', lagely tliakei Ihe
la'.cc of oral, and the a heapntenn papier lais
addcd is niluenae in favor of a large ii
crease mn hlie derti.ind foir a hoiol note books
*hese books are thetefore no I nger a ty.
hne an stock, but are one if the imost iitior
tant of the retaider's st.ipales Il traders
amade due protit on thema the %%ouild] yield a
substantial reventec Io every one who handiets
clhem. lit C here b (ime rumb lae volume of
the saleis Ib very large, but the maargmn of
profit as rcduc cd to a mere film lite sale as
so large thiat eser>lbody Aho ami ikes lthesr
books vies with all compelitors mo t ai l),mfni
a fair share, but the whole of tie trade tiem
as gomng mn iem. Prites am wlittled dowsn
t the barest quotation that ill o.er cost,
while the retailers maign mumst be between
this and have cents. The effort to get ump a
rve cent strbbller that %i) rome as closely
as possible ta reabazmng lo cents of value ta
the consmtr.er, as making tlts bran h of rade
worthless to the mio.nm<îtt% of those handhng
il.

The lute ws'as, and not so vemy long ago,
when a 200-page st rIbbing book retiled for
JO cents. N"uow it goes for il , and ilthee
woul: bc lectter value (0 consumters if te
price were stilt 10 (cenls Manufacturers lind
Chat ît nu longer pays to use these goods as
leaming or adverîtsing line, as they coansmi.
tute too big a proportior. of the business
done in these dan Yet with an mnfatuatIon
that fends a parallci m otier trades. wh ic
the most staple goods are the ones lmnst
shaaded-.as sugar with lte groa r, nails sithl
the hardware man, etc. -the manufacturers
continue to <mat on exercise and scribbing
books it they would agree amiong theni t
selves to make a plain, uniforn book, in sell
at one pre. they wovuld do a serusce to the
trade Exeriisc books sold at 4oc a doren
and retaniled at Sc apiece. do not pay a aiey t
should in quattaes these books sell as n
low as 5 ; a thousand. and they cost tat
one efect (if thl . heap poluction is the îl

ispaa.enment of adult labot by the emaplo> . t
ment of boys (mattog does not stop with n
the manitat turers Retades aire heard fromt o
'n differemta pari:ts o> the <iouatr wsho .ire c
forCmng lusmnss by gimsng tna n . blers fois
St Ret.aders have not onlv iL.e ai of la
handlang to re<ckon a %ilt l'hey hâve los% le
upon surplus stocks olf book's chat h.as e been 1)
salet racked by the adl ent o icw aid more ci
popI>ular hnes that1 are constantly .ippearng %t
The lias e to arry many, trnes to smtaa mtt.mys* 'P
ment hers, ns this , fass uses one Iook, ahat i
class anotmhe,. et. 'omate lîke this scrbbler an

bei<ase il has lthe addit'nn talle, others ahai
sa bbler becalse at has Ime deaf and durmnt,
alh.mbei, oters agami that becau<e it has a

( inese piauleon the back, and sO on Ten
<enis augit to be the lIowest pnace for an ex.
tcaise book. bec.use it is mpossible lu gel

mup) a rcent book that a pupil can do neat
laen wvork upont.

PAPER
FOR THE JULY EXAMINATIONS.

lThe Fdutation )cp)aratment has not an-
notucd y-et at s'taa.d of palper is to be
ised at hlie TeachIer.' antd ciLeau Ing and other
Departmental exanmîmations to be laei an
July mn tie lhugh Sdhools aIl over Ontario.
Ile trade awtait the decasion wilth some in
terest. Last year a welve pouind cap as
p-esncrbed, and a particular paper was
named, tit the injustice of the latter defini
tion was so sgorous% protested agaimst by
other imanufactunng stationers that ibis re-
iuiremtîent was recalled. The object na the
Iep.ratment an idopting a un.r ami standard
is to pret cri thie pos!saliuilt of identifyng a
candidate by the paper ie uses. Though the
high scihool te.chers tai e nio part in the ex-
.umaanation that goes on at their respective
shools, it as frot anong theim hat exammn-
ers are chosen o read Ite papers, ail wihich
are subiitted at the Departmient here for
examnaton. The icentity ofcandidates as
concealed mn the designations tchey ala-x to
their several papers. so chat if an examner
runs at ro, a papler handed mn by one of his
own pupil, ime as sipposed nat to be able to
recognize al. Il a pecular description of
paper acre used for writng upon mn one
school, lhat would be a mark whereby ateacher wsould recognize and naturally be
likely to lavor his own pupl' an is mark-
Ing.

The one poiaim on wvhich the Department
has demermiaed ias year as the weaght of the
paper -it as to be a fourteen-pound paper
li'e cthoste awili ont lakel> discrimnate in
avor of any one stationcry house, and it as
abnost t ertîan that one regrmrement ali be
hat itre shall be no water hmne, It is dle. c
ir.îble that precaut ons shall be taken to pre 1cnt the hole contract gomag to any one tmamîl, as the largenesq ni mime order and tîtemme letween w aoc lime need for the aper
muhi not allow of itsbcmog go; tcrwad ss'aîhulicient promprness. Or, the nammng of a
aper maght throw the choice ta an Enghli ti
otsr, khici aomld not have tite ta dis. c
rebelle srork ai MIa lthe points at ss'ic it is olecessary to )ay at Ijwn. Te nainng of ilnepaper wou;l scarcely bc fair and wouldertamnly not be dignaaaed, as thereby thet\
epart nent would make itself a sort of sand. C
ari man o m do the of-rasn t a partacu- oflr mtul or stationer ittuse na as p c iakeJ out to lead ta the conclusin mthai te tepattllnent wil call for à 14-pound paper of raod timih, havimg no water mak,desig'nai. mn
ab no paticular nante. and Caried by aIl ith
amaaînery Taller. Ii, as tîte oni' '(aire< 'fcation that the Department can com.-C itself s o fligît Scihool reachers wall .id '.et
e ie trade ain c .t i district of the requae- hia
oas aca wil tinilly be adopaed. ch)

THE NEW INSOLVENCY BILL.

The rommitteC appontedl by the Toronto
Iloard of Trade to prepare a sclhene of mn-
solvency leyislation reported last wveek to
the Counul ofthat bodvI. The bill they sub.
maamtred as a very lengthy one and gnes ex.
hauscavely int, tle imatter. it represents an
immense amount of work, and as the resilb
ant of much hard thmnking. hard argument
and great w orry To get the problen clear.
ly stated was no easy matter in itself, but to
provede a suficerent solution that vould not
bc nconsistent in any of its parts %%. a la-
borious task. hlie circumstances of the
varlous provinces and of the various trades
had to be carefully considered. and ofien-
tnes unanmity was reached only through
protracted and heated discussion. There as
not mnuch of .ompromise in the bill, hov
ever. ft leaves itle ta anybody's discretion
The discharge clause, the most important
matter, provides that there can be no seule
ment with an msolvent debtor unless by the
unanmous consent of the creditors No
mere majority, based ether upun numbers
or proportion of the total amount of claims
attainst the estate, shall avail to secure a
debtor's discharge, if one creditor represent-
ang one dollar holds out This is stringent,
but it as vholesone. As the law stands
mn ibis province, a mmnority agamnst a settle-
ment must yield ; if this measure become
law, a majority for a seulement must yield,
unless it as unanmmous. That is, no creditor
wil be forced Io consent to a compromise.

The basis of the bill as not the measure
sent out by the Montreal Board of Trade for
the consideration of other boards in the
country. That proved to be madequate from
the point of vaew of the Toronto committee,
which sou- round a footing for mis labors in
a bill drafted three or four years ago by 1).
E Thompson, whose high standing as an
authority on commercial law made him espe-
cially fitted for that work. His draft of a
bill clearly defined the fne along which dis-
ussion should proceed, and it as the funda-
nentai part of the measure now passed byhe Council of the Toronto Board of Trade.
he delegates from Monireal, Hamilton and
ondon Board of Trade acquiesced mn the
doption o ths basis, and were parties ta
me ameasure that was finally reported by the
ommittee. The cominittee had the benefit
f the best specialiat assistance avamlale, mn
e co-operation of such men as l E.

Valker, general manager of the Bank of
oitmerce ; 1) R. VîIkir, general manager
the Impenal lank ; E. R. C. Clarkson,

utee and accountani, and other capable
tsiders, whoni the commmtee,as a.aîhonzed
the resolution appontmiog it, had added to
tr nuamber.

l'he (ax discharge conditions under which
tilements have been secured mn the past
ve been an mndire:t cause of muche mis-
ci. One famihar direct effect is that ici


