Mﬁ_ w » -

6 BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

SCRIBBLING AND EXERCISE
BOOKS.

The tradein scnibbling and exetcise ook
has grown 1o cnonmous proportions i the
past few years  Every house engaged in the
manulactuie o8 them ronsumes several car
loads of paper every season 1o xetats share
of the necessury vtack upan the market The
noisy sfate has disappeared from the schoo!
roem, written work has lagely taken 1he
place of oral, and the cheapness of paper has
added ns wfluenie 0 favor of a large -
crease in the demand for ~chool note books
These books are thetefore no bwgera Ly
hine 1n stock, but are one of the most umpor
1ant of the retaler's staples [ traders
made due profit on them they would yield a
substantial revenuc 10 every ane who handles
them.  But theres the rub The voluine of
the sales 15 very farge, but the margm of
profit1s reduced 1o a mere film  The sale s
so large that esverybody who mkes these
books vies with all compentors 10 cat b, not
a fair share, but the whale of the trade thete
18 going 1o them.  Prices are whutled down
to the barest quotaton that will ca.er cost,
while the retaider’s margin must be between
this and five cents.  The effort 1o getupa
five cent scnbbler that wil) rome as closely
as posuible to realzing 10 cents of value to
the consumer, 1s making this bran b of trade
worthless to the majonty of those handhing
;.

The time was, and not so very long ago,
when a 200-page scnibbling book retuled for
1ocents. Now 1t goes for 50, and there
would be better value to consumers if ihe
price were still to cents Manufacturers find
that it no longer pays 1o use these goods as
leading or adverusing hines, as they consn-
tute too biy a proportior. of the business
done 1n these davy  Yet with an infatuauon
that inds a parailel w1 other trades, where
the most staple goads are the ones most
shaded—- as sugar with the grocer, nads with
the hardware man, ctc. -the manufacturers
continue 1ol on excrcse and scrbbhng
books It they would agree amony them
selves ta make a plain, uniform book, to sell
atone price, they would Jdo a service to the
trade  Eaerase books sold at 4ot a dozen
and retaled at 3¢ apiece, do not pav as they
should «)n guantities these books sell as
low as §50 a thausand, and they cost tnat
One effect of thy. cheap production s the
dusplacement of adult labor by the employ .
ment of boys  Cutung does not stop with
the manufacturers Retailers ate heard feom
m <hfferent pasts of the country who are
farcing busmess by giving two s sibblers for
50 Retarlers Bave not only the (ov1 of
handhag to reckon wuh  They have loss
upon surplus stocks of books that have been
suletracked by the advent o1 new and more
pepular knes that aze constantly appeancy
They have tocarry many hnes 1o ust many
teachers, as this «fass uses one hook, that
class another, etc  Some hke this senbbler

because it has the additinn table, others that
stnbbler hecause 1t has the deaf and dumb
alphaber, others agam that becauce whas a
¢ hunese puzzle on the back, and so an Ten
cents ought (o be the lowest price for an ex-
crase book, because 1t s 1mpossible to get
up as-cent book that a pupil ean do neat
pen work upon,

PAPER
FOR THE JULY EXAMINATIONS.

The Educanon Department has nat an-
nounced yet what stasdard of paper s to be
used at the Teachers' and Leaving and other
Departmental exanunauons o be held m
July inthe High Schools all over Ontario.
Ihe trade await the decision with some n
lerest.  Last year atwelve pound cap wis
prescribed, and a particular paper was
named, but the injustice of the latter defimi
tion was so vigorously protested against by
other manufacturing stationers that this re-
flurement was recalled.  The object of the
Depaztment 1n adopuny a vanotm standard
15 to prevent the possibility of idenufying a
candidate by the paper he uses. Though the
tugh school teachers tal e no part in the ea-
daminauon that goes on at their respective
schools, 1t 1s from amony them that examin-
ers are chosen to read the papers, all which
are submuted at the Department here for
examination. Thedentity of candidates 1s
concealed in the designatsons they affix to
their several papers, so that Jf an examiner
Tuns across a paper handed 1n by onc of his
own pupils, hers supposed not to be able to
recogmze . Il a pecubar description of
paper were used for writing upon i one
school, that would be a mark whereby a
teacher would recognize and naturajly be
likely 1o favor hus own pupis 1in s mark-
Ing.

The one pont on which the Department
has deternuned s year is the weight of the
paper At isto be a fourteen-pound paper
The choice will not hkely disctininate 1
favor of any one stationery house, and it s
almost certan that one requirement will be
that there shall be no water hine, It is de-
srable that precaations shall be taken to pre

vent the whole contract RO to any one
avll, as the [arpeness of the order and the
time between now and the nced for the aper
auebt nat allow of 1tsbeing got ferward with
suthcieat prompeness.  QOr., the naming of a
paper aighe theow the choice to an English
house, which would not have ume to dis.
tribute stock at all the points at which it s
recessary 10 lav it down. The naming of
onc paper wowid scarcely be farr and would
certanly not be dignified, as thereby the
Department would make atself a sort of sand-
wich man to do the advervsing of a partecy-
v mall or statonery house  Enough has
leaked out 10 lead to the conclusien that the
Depattment will call for o 13-pound paper of
good titish, having no water mak, designat-
ed by no pasucutar name, and carnied by all
satonery jobbers.  This s the only fair
speatication that the Department can com-
mitatself to - High School reachers will ad
vise the trade 1n each district of the require-
ments that will finatly be adopted.

THE NEW INSOLVENCY BILL.

The commatiee appoiated by the Tuoronto
Board of Trade to prepare a scheme of in-
solvency lepislation reposted last week to
the Counc:) of that bodv,  The bsll they sub.
mitted 1s a very lengthy one and goes ex-
haustively into the matter, [y represents an
tmimense amount of work, and s the resuly
ant of much hard thinking, hard argument
and great worry  ‘To get the problem clear-
ly stated was no easy matter in itself, but to
provide a sufficient «olution that would not
be consistent tn any of ity parts w. ala-
borious task. The cuircumstances of the
various provinces and of the various trades
had to be carefully considered. and often-
vimes unammity was reached only through
protracted and heated discussion. There 1s
not much of compromise i1n the bill, how
ever. [t feaves hittle to anybody's discretion
The discharge clause, the most important
matter, provides that there can be no settle.
ment with an mmsolvent debtor unless by the
unamimous consent of the creditors No
mere majority, based either upun numbers
or proportion of the tatal amount of claims
against the estate, shafl avail to secure 2
debtor's discharge, »f one creditor represent-
ing one dollar holds out  This is stringent,
but 1t s wholesome. As the law stands
in this province, a mmonty agamst a settle-
ment must yield ; if this measure become
law, a majorty for a settlement must yield,
unless it 15 unanmous. That is, no creditor
will be forced to consent 10 a compromise.

The basis of the bill 1s not the measure
sent out by the Montreal Board of Trade for
the consideration of other boards in the
country, That proved to be madequate from
the pomnt of view of the Toronto committee,
which soun found a footing for 1s labors in
a bill drafied three or four years ago by D).
E Thompsan, whose high standing as an
authority on commercial law made him espe-
cially fitted for that work. His draft of a
bill clearly defined the hine along which dis-
cusston should proceed, and 1t 1s the funda-
mental part of the measure now passed by
the Council of the Toronto Board of Trade.
The delegates from Monireal, Hamilton and
London Board of Trade acquiesced n the
adoption of this basis, and were parues to
the measure that was finally reported by the
comnuttee. The comnutiee had the benefit
of the best specialist assistance avadable, in
the co-operztion of such men as B E.
Walker, general manager of the Bank of
Commerce ; 1) R. Wilkie, general manager
of the lmpetsal Bank ; E. R. C. Clarkson,
trustee and accountant, and other capable
outsiders, whom the committee,as anthenzed
n the resolution appomunyg it, had added to
therr number.

The lax discharge conditions under which
settlements have been secured w the past
have been an indire=t cause of much wmus-
chief.  One famibar direct effect is that fe]




