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wvays tliinking of proving sornething. H-e
gets too near the canvas and consequently
there is a lack of perspective. But despite
thiese defects, Macaulay is a great and at-
tractive %vriter and rarely surpas;sed in bis
animated and picturesque style.

Macaulay wvas indisputably a man of
splendid talent. ije bad a sagacity and
swiftness of understanding thaà-t enabled
himn to cornprcbiend and raioidly methodise
bis vast array of facts. 1-e nvsfot in the
least affected by tbe irncnsity of bis attain-
ments H-e wore aIl bis loadc of lcarning
ligbtly as a flower. In case, purity, gyrace,
and point> lie rivaI-- those w~ho have made
felicity of style thleir chief study. H-e bias
been accused of l)artiality, of exaggcration,
and of gratifying bis passIi for cpigramn
at the expense of truth, but the essential
truth and accuracy of bis narrative, as a
whole bias neyer been disapproved.

Tbe influence exerted 1by tbis able essay-
ist and blis works over Eliglishi pr-ose bias
becn verv necar read. 1-e wvas amonc, the
foremost ranks o>f critics and thie4e 'criti-
cisms have beeîi of great benefit to niany'
of aur writers ;of Englisb prose. H lis widclN.-i
read essays ]lave give us a more ex,-tended
know'Iedge of sone' of the B3ritish dominions
and tbecir populace. They hiave also en-
couraged and raised essay writing to a
mnuch higbler stp'ndard. Hlis history lia:;
introduccd tbat picturesque and pleasing
effect in history ivriting, mnaking it intcrest-
ing and pleasurable reading. lIn fact fcw
authors and thecir works blave lbad a more
elevating and lwpaise-w'ortby effcct tbiin
Macaulay and blis productions.

E. M. D. MK

It seems strange flou- to think of a time,
wvhen in this Canada of ours, ecry one
lived in a log bouse. Yet such 'vas tbe
case and the time is flot so vcry far~ distant
cithcr.

When flr--t our graridfatbicrs- came to tbis
land, it w'as no sucli casy -matter to gCt

bouse as it is nov a days. They could
flot mnerely buy the land and tbe m-aterial
for tbecir bouses a-id set others to %vork to,
build thein; no indeed, they liad to set to
work alone and single-hianded to mnake a
clearing in tbe vast forest[ and bew the
great logs to, thc required size. Theni un-
aided; or if ýso fortunate as to bave a neigb-
bor w~ithin thirty miles, with bis most -w.el-
corne assistance, these piont.ers constructcd
thecir humble hiomes.

Hurnble-yes, very humble, and yet it ---

seems to me thiat many, of these log cabins,
containing perliaps but two rooms, made
bappier and more peaceful homes than do
tbe magnificent mnansions of to-day.

When, in the twilight of evening, the
Ureat'y fariner at last returned from bis long
day's %v'ork in thie forcst, glad and briglit
-%%as the welcorne awvarded by bis wvife and
children. And after thecir evening meal,
tbey gather about the brigbit fire-plfce, per-
biaps to talk longingly of the old borne and
friends lcft so far awvay in the distance, or
to cbiem one another on with expressions
of hope for prosperity in tbeim- neiw canadian
borne.

As the years roll on, ever incrcaig rs
perity does revard thecir early self-denial
and endurance. Witli increased py-ý--!r>erity
cornes the desire for more of life's comfort%,-__
until tbe old logr cabin is no longer con-
sidcred good enough. It is pullcd down
and a miore comnmodious and finer bouse
erected in its stca(l. So that now the log
bouse is a land mnark flot often met with.

Vet in my mind's eye 1 can sec one -of
tbesc dear aId cabins -a log biouse buit by
my grandfatlber, and in -wbich lic -Ived for
over fifty yeairs. A sniail hill lies on omie
side of the bouse, at the foot of wbichi rüns
a clear little stream. On the other side is
the ]aane boi-dered w'iithi populars, w'bichi
standl likec tail senitinels on eitber side of
the passage as if to guard the quiet spot
frorn ail ïnarauiidcr:. The house stands
some distancc back from thc road, an-d is
alinost Jost to view amnid the pines that
surround it Notingiz. couîd ever irnduce
grandf;their ta ]cave it, and my orily mem-
ory of hiim is as a whitc-haired old mian
sitting by its open fire-place telling me
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