
THE LANCET

THE SOLDIER AND THE SURGEON.

It mai lot lie oeut of place to say that mny
mind has long been diretcttd to nilitary
medical afTairs, and that I ascribîe this fact
as being due in no simall degree tu the in-
filuence if a grent painting which adorne'd,
and still adorns, the walls of the auditorium
of the- Iatultv of Medicine of Paris. The
picture represents a sixteenth century hat-
theseene. In the distance are groupes of
men enraged in combat. I the fore-ground
i- an operating table, <n whieh is strapped
and held by the- blood stained assistants, a
powerful man who lias just had his leg
lopped oit hiy the old circular method. To
the right of the picture is a brazier filled
with glowing chareoal, in whieh repose
several er.utery irons. one- of whieh is being
handed ti thte king. who offers it ta the
surgeon, rare. Beneath the' picture in let-
ters of gold runs the legend. -The King aids
their etTorts and re'wards their zeal." Gaz-
ing upon this painting day after day as I
followed the' lectures, the idea cane to me
that I wvotuld like to bvecote an ariv doctor.
It tvasnot my fate ta enter the service of the
Imperid army, ibut I made what haste I
could ta enter the ailitia imedical service of
my native country, on n return to Canada,
on the- comipletion of my education abroad.

Military surgery has kept pace with the
scientitic advance of the cevntury, and the
field surgery of to-day differs as greatly
fromt the septie senses of horror of the six-
teenth century as the telegraph does fromn
pony express.

During the- bloody civil var in the time of
King Charles I some attempt was made to
organize the English medicalservic", for we
read o[ regimentat mates, hospital mates,
regiuental surgeon, surgeon to a general
hospital and a surgeon-general, as being
recognized ranks in the armay of that un-
happy inonarch. But it was during the
wars of Marlborough that the British army
medical service took fortm and increased
efficieney. Previous to that time soldiers
who were so seriously maimued as to he
rendered ineftective were simply discharged,
the State believing that it was cheaper to

hire whole men than ta restore the sick and
the maimred to ht'atlth. It declined to bt
held responsible for those who sutlered in
its service. and let thei shift for themselves
as hstt they coutld. The morality of the pro-
cel'ding did not soei to enter into the

question. There was no clear distinction
between the land and s~ea service, though
tliertei wis between physicians and surgeons,
and it was no tincommon thing to bold
double comuission, combatant and non-
combatant, the holders serving in either
cajpaity as suited their interests or con-
venience. The services were separated in
1706. In Mnrlborough's time it was con-
sidered effeminate to be sick, und there are
lusty yokels who hold that vieiw still, but
th- blody and exhaustive hattles of the
timn-, and especially in the low countries.
wlre malaria stalked its prey unchecked
brought the strongest to a sense of their
falibiuility.

As in all stresfuil periIds of British his-
torv tiere arises the ian for the emierg-
en-y. s at this trying period, Marlbor-
ougi's principal maetlical otieer, Sir John
Pringle, proved himself an able aliiinis-
trator. a mtana of courage, of indotnitable
enert-gy. with the service of his country
aud the itnior of his profession ever upper-
mn-t in his iinidttl. Under circuustances
of the greatest diiliculty and nuiler every
disotlvantag. lie rtse to the -needs of .the
ocea<ion ani organized a systemt of regi-
mental, tield, and general hmspitals. Th71e
ftrst general hospital was oipenied at Ath,
May ith, 174~>, and, after the battle ot
Fotmenoy carel for 100 wounutîîde'd. It wa;
not, however, uit il tay years later, d nr-
ing thie l'eiiinsui-r war. that surgeou:i
were first assigiel to regiments in the
fitb4. Sir. MG igr the P.M1.0. undiger
Wellington. a man of entergy and ability,
devised the regimental systemn of medical
ouliters whtich bas held sway until re-
cently iii the Iuperial aruiy, and -which
loldtsigtotl to-day in Canatla. That the
medical otlieers wvere active and efficient
will be atdmittetd when it is stateti that in
ten months fron lite siege of Burgos up

to fle hattle uf Vittorisia, the totalamber


