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case of a tirethral discharge as specifie, or as hiaving been propagated

solely by sexual contact. There are numerous other etiologie factors,
fai- rcmnovcd from tic sexual sphcrc tlîat may cause it. T lîe causa-
tive age",-ncies may be divided as follows t

(i) Specific or illicrobic. This constitutes suchi elements as the
gonococci, or infection due to other pyococci, the Latter being capable

of engendering flot only a very viru1eait and at times extremely chronic
case, but max' also bc accompanied or followed by just as many and

* just as sevcrc complicationis and sequelS rcspcctively, as are met with
*ii. the course of Uic ordinary gonococci formn. Chancroidal pus may like-

Wise give risc to a urethral discharge of greater or lesser severity.
Sinijiar efTccts" art occasioned by the virus of syphilis, ushcring in a

condition of affairs at first simulating urcthritis, until the definite char-
acter of the dyscrasia is rccognized later at the advent of the secondary
phienomena of lues. Infection by the tubercle b:acilli is another potent
factor flot to be ovcrlooked. Furthermore, inoculation wvîth sundry
micro-organisms invading the vagial canal, as, for example, the bacillus
coui communis, etc., max' similarly be productive of urethral inflamma-
tion in the maie.

(2). NVon-S pccific or Non-Gonococcic Urcthrifis. This comprises
those fornis of this affection xvhose causes bear no intrinsic specific
qualities, but, notwvithstanding, which are knowvn to cause urcthritis.
Tlhus the trichomonas vaiginalis, occasionally inhabiting the normal
vagŽina, rmay be crcditcd wvith its production. Theni, again, irritating
discharg-es froin the cervi\ and the uterine cavity, and the acridity of
the mucous secretion, precedingr the menstrual flowv or following it, as
wvell as the rnenstrual Wlood per se> arc etiological factors of import.
The non-speciflc forni ii-ay also originiate iii the course or folloxv cer-
tain of the specific febrile diseases, as typhoid fever, pneumonia, la

* grrippe, epidemic parotiditis, etc.

(3) Alchcznic. Over-indulgence in 'vcnerio is also apt to create
urethral irritationi ; this is often observed in newly married men,
(:specially so \\,lien the), have been leading, a chaste liUe prior to matri-
miony. Urethritis may also be caused by the action of divers mechani-
cal factors upon the urethral mnucosa, as, for instance, the passage of
calculi or the introduction of foreig-*n bodies into the canal. Catheteri-
zation or the insertion of the different urethral instruments for diagnos-
tic or thcrapeutic purposes do not infrequently occasion urethral
inflammation.

(4.) Diathictic or Systcmic. To this catcgory belong those cases of
the discase whicli makze their appearaince during the existence of some
nutritional error or faulty metabolism. Thus the lithemic state is not
rarely accompanied by urethritis. The sanie may be said of acute


