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MONTREAL, DECEMBER, 1882.

VITAL STATISTICS AND PUBLIC
HEALTH

The Board of Health of the City of Montreal
is deserving of much praise for the persistency
with;which (under the direction of Dr. Larocque,
their health officer, and Alderman Mooney, their
-chairman) it has followed up the question of
Vital. Statistics and Public Health. During the
past ,year it held several conferences with the
Médical Societies of Montreal, and at the last
-ses'sion of the Quebec Legislature a Health Bill,
thè· result of their efforts, was introduced. and re-
pi-ted by Committee, but, as the House was about
to'close, it did not advance further. In the mean-
ttine theý Hon. Mr. Chapleau handed over the
teins of ýgovernment to the Hon. Mr. Mousseau,
wh'd, n -November last, received at the Govern-
ment offices in Montreal a deputation on health
matters. It did not seem to be very clear to the
mind of the Premier of the Province of Quebec
what powers in such matters rere, by the Act of
Ç<nfederation, relegated to the Local.Government.
It was: accordingly arranged that the deputation
should on a certain date proceed ,to Ottawa and
interview the Hon. Minister of Agriculture on the
;subject; the Hon. Mr. Mousseau, in the meantime,
,coning to an understanding. with the Dominion
Governmentas to its jurisdiction and that of the
Local, G overnments. On the 7th of November the

IHon. Mr. Mousseau met the deputation in Ottawa,;
andrinformed it that the question of Vital Statis-
ics :,belonged to the Federal authorities, and
natters of Public Health to the Local Parliaments.

,He subsequently accompanied.the deputation to
othe ,Fion.,Mr. Pope, Minister of Agriculture, who,

after: hearing. their opinions, stated hi. ow.n very
..great :interest in -the subject, and promisee, to

do something.tò meet,.their views at the:approaçh,

ing'meeting of the Dominion Parliament. In the
meantime the Montreal Board of Health. put itself
in communication with Charlottetown, P.E.I., St.
John, N.B., Halifax, N.S., Quebec,. Montreal,
Ottawa and Toronto, and, after exchange of corres-

pondence between these points and the Govern-
ment, the latter asked that a deputation from these
various centres should, at its expense, proceed to
Ottawa, and, after conference, lay the result of
their united deliberations before them. The
deputation assembled in Ottawa on the .7 th of
December last, to the number of about fifty, and
held two long sessions in the Russe] House, the,
chair being occupied by Alderman Mooney,
chairman of the Montreal Health Board, the
result being the adoption of the following resolu-
tions :

Resolved.-That; in the opinion of the meeting,
in· order the better to prevent disease and preserve
hum-n life, it is advisable that the Dominion Gov-
ernment should organize and sustain a uniform
system of vital statistics for the Dominion.

Resolved.-That, as immediate action is neces-
sary, the Federal Government be invited to initiate
at once a system of vital statistics, where organ-
ized Local Boards of Health are established, so
that the statistical information may be utilized by
these bodies.

Resolved,-That, as Provincial legislative action
is necessary, it is suggested to the Federal Goyern-
ment that it communicate with and secure the co-
operation of the Provincial Government to pass
such Iegislation as will harmonize with and obtain
the object of the preceding resolutions.

Resolved.-That it is desirable that a central
.bureau of statistics be established, and, if found to
be within the province of the Federal Governmerit,
a comprehensive system of health returns.

The following day, December 8th, the deputation
proceeded to the Railway Committee room in the
Parliament buildings, and met the Hon. Sir Charles
Tupper, M.D., who, after reading the resolutions,
stated that in his opinion they were to be corm-
mended for. their very moderate tone. He then
said that when lie left London, just previous to the
passing. of the British. North America Act, he
was fully of the impression that matters of public
health, like Quarantine, Vital Statistics, and kindred
subjects, had been assigned to the Dominion Gov-
ernment. When the Bill passed, and lie received
a copy: of it, no one was more surprised than he
was to learn that Public Health matters have been
relegated to the Local Houses. .He said he had no
hesitation in .saying that, in his opinion,. this was


