
MARsDEN-DEATH FROM UTERINÇE HEXORRHAGEC.

combination of causes, and aiong them the chief was drir,. and itr con-
sequences. Death miglit resuilt from spontaneous lienorrhage alone.

In order to appreciate the medical testimonv, it wi be necessary to
say a few w-ords about the evidence of the non-medicCI .7itnesses. T
have already said that it was of a most partial character, and they all,
both male and femuale, seemed to have made up their minds that the
prisoner was a brutal munster. although the only act, even of unkindness
towards the deceased wasving, on the morning of her death, pus/lmi
ber from the door as if to get lier into the bouse. On the defence it was

proven that prisoner was uniformly kind to deceased, who, on the con-
trarv, was iuuch addicted to drink, neglected ber domestic duties, frv-
quently leaving prisoner eitier to cook for bis children hiimself, or get
some neighbor to du so. That deceased had frequcntly struck the pri-
soner, and lie iad never resented it, and that she had oceasionally barred
himn ont of his own house at night, so that lie was compelled to sleep at
a neighbor's, unless lie bad broken into his own. A witness frion an
adjoinina parish proved that b lad called at the house of prisoner, on
the morning of the death of deceased, ou bis way froin Quebec, and that
he found ber intoxicated at 8 o'clock in the morning, and l/ood f moing
frm her as shr e 7 erc cd across the ' floor, and that lie, witness, prevented
her froi falling into the cellar, the trap-door of vhich liad been opened
to bring up something foir witness. It was also proved that tI. marks
and bruises w-bich (ne of the above-namied medical gentlemen declared
were recent, " and had most likcly been caused the same day !" had ex-
isted for several days. The push referred to was such an one only as
was necessary to remove an inîfortunate ereature fromx the door, where
she - aq exposing herself in a state not fit to meet the public gaze.

There are several points of pathological interest in this case which it
will not be possible to touch upon in this paper as I desire, without nak-
ing it too long, but I purpose resuminxg it in your next. It establishes
the neccssitv of the Coroner being ihrnished vith competent and disiu-
terested testiimnv ; liat is, te<timony unbiassed by nny loe-' prejudices
or knowledge, but what the evidence before a jury never biings forth.
la the present case, sucli testimony vould have prevented the Immense
cost to the Province, and the hirassing persecution of a public criminal
prosecution. The medical evidence. also, or mejeal notes of the geri-
tleien examiined befure the Corcý.,r, seeni to have l2een very lousely
taken, as une gentleman swears that there w-as no lenorrhage from the
bladder, altiough it uns niot ojwned, and the other states distinctly that
it was opened. Such errors, (for errors there evidently are,) are not cre-
ditable to the peofession in any case ; but more espccially so where lite
and death aie involved.

Oie of the medical ceutlemnîct sw-eurs tliat the violence was the cause


