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well-trained, cultivated, and intelligent lady-nurse. Itis often
highly desirable, for the sake of change of air, to send a patient
to a distance from her medical attendant; but lest matters
should go wrong, and forlack of some friend whose knowledge
is equal to the necessity of the case, the change is announced
to be impracticable. We will suppose that a lady equal in social
standing with the doctor himself, possibly with the patient also,
has been engaged at the early stage of the iliness, has, with the
doctor, watched the progress and symptoms of the disease, and
has taken her place as nurse and companion to the patient.
Her education and experience are such that the doctor can with
confidence trust her io keep a watchful eye on his patient, to
note every changing symptom, aud to keep him informed daily
—howly if need be—of the minute details of the case on which
his treatmlent is based. In the ckarge of such a nurse, the
most anxious medical man might trust his patient to remain at
a distance, feeling sure that the state of the pulse, temperature
of the body, and every changing phase of disease, would be
accurately communicated to him by letter or telegram, and so
enable him to regulate his visits intelligently and according to
necessity, and not by the caprice of an excited and nervous
patient, or an ignorant and terrified nurse. Such skilled at-
tendance would undoubtedly command liberal payment; and
we can well imagine that many who now toil their lives away
as governesses—vainly striving to teach that which they never
knew, and to exercise 2 vocation for which they were never
atted—might have experienced a very different fate, and spent
happy and useful years, had it not been for the fixed idea
which until lately remained unchallenged, that educated and
refined women who required to earn their living must of neces-
sity be governesses or nothing.

It is right to say that recently the committee of the Night-
ingale Fund have afforded increused facilities for gentlewomen
wishing to qualify themselves in the practice of hospital nurs-
ing, and a limited number of such probationers are, as we have



