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were expedient or not, they were invariably initi-
ated and supported by those directly chosen as
the representatives of the profession ; that these
representatives were endorsed whenever they went
for re election; and that therefore everyaction of the
Council has been sanctioned without a dissenting
voice, w.ith the solitar) exception of the provision
for the collection of debts, to which the debtors
of the Coutncil have objected.

But even though the profession bas in the past
approved all our actions, no one questions the
right of each one to change his miind and dis-
approie of that with which lie formerly found no
fault. All that we ask is, for the credit of the
profession, that he should citicize honestly and
deal fairly. To misrepresent our actions, to ques-
tion our good faith, to impute to us improper
motives, to adopt the tactics of the demagogue,
and invoke the language of Billingsgate in giving
expression to unfair critiism, is as disgraceful to
a physician as it is unw orthy of a gentleman.

Not only is it unjust to those who are assailed
it bas a wider maleficent effect. For nothing
could have a more injurious influence on young
licentiates : nothing could have a more debasing
influence on medical ethics ; nothing could more
effectually lower the profession in public esteem.

As a profession, we occupy a position in this
province which niedical mien of other countries
may envy. Whether we shall advance still further,
or even retain the place we have, depends upon
ourselves. And this Council now remits all ques-
tions at issue, and the future status of the profes-
sion, to the only legitimate court of appeal -the
medical electorate-in full confidence that the
result will be for the best interests of both the
physicians and the people of Ontario.

Dr. BEROlN replied to the President as follows
Mr. President, before yoiu leave the chair, with the

permission of the Council, I desire to say a few words.
t do not think after the verv able and cloquent review
of the work of the Couîncil which you have addressed
to us, that any niember of this Coutcil or any niember
of the profession iii Ontario outside of the Council
will question the wisdon of the Cotncil in calling you
to the chair last year. (Applause.) That you have
done credit, in many ways beyond any of yoir prede-
cessors, I thinik no one will liesitate to admit (hear,
hear); and tiat your services to the Council during tie
recess have been almost invaluable. And you have
done during this past year more to put the Coun-
cil in flc favorable light that it ouglit to occupy with
tl profession thanl any menber of the Council either
before or since your election to the President's chair.
I do not think it is necessary for me to add anything
further except to say this, that whilst you will be
succeeded by one of the ablest men in the Council, by
the man who lias brouglt the business of the Council
to its present financial success, yet I regret that the
rules of the Council do not permit that you should be
elected a second tinie in succession to the chair.

I now move, seconded by Dr. Bray, Mr. President,

that you leave the chair, and that Dr. Fowler be
called thereto.

On Dr. 13iergii's motion being put and carried, the
President retired fron the chair, which was taken by
Dr. Fowler.

Dr. B13noîis-Before making the noiination of the
gentleman who is to occupy the chair this year, i
desire to move that the thanks of this Council be
given to the retiring President for hi-s great and
valuable services to the Counîcil during the past year.

Dr. M ho-l have great pleasure in seconding
Dr. Bergin's resolution, and I feel a very great deal of
pleasure in recalling that I proposed Dr. Cam pbell as
President last year. I then feIt that lie wou d nake
an able representative and would reflect credit upon
hinself and this Council, and I an gratified to know
that everybody rceognizes the fact that le lias done
So. (Applause.)

The motion was put and carried unanimously.
Dr. Fowr.Et then tendered the vote of thanks to the

President, and said : After the remnarks made by Drs.
Bergin and Moore, and the expression of approbation
by the Coumicil, it is nle(llss for mue to add anything
beyond the tlianks of this Council for your very able
conduct in the chair during a very trying period.

Dr. C.nuEneL, n reply, said:
M Chairman ud Gentleeu,-I beg to assure you

I aml deeply grateful for this mark of your apprecia-
tionl of my services iii the chair of President, and of
miy faithfuness in the performance of my duties. I
tried, so far as I know how, to do the best I
could. i have avoided, I think, pushing the Council
into any umidue notoriety, or saddling any special
responsibility, moral or legal, ipon it. I have sim-
ply endeavored to carry out as far as I could, what
I thouglt to bc the wislies and desires of the Coun-
cil ; and if I have succeeded in neriting your appro-
bation, as I iiiust assume I have fromt what lias just
been said, I cai assure you I ai abundantly satisfied.
And I miust bespeak for my successor in office the
saune support that you tenidered ie while i was your
presiding officer.

Dr. Campbell then resuied the chair, and called
for nominations for the office of President.

Dr. BeacRu-Mr. Chairimaii, I move that Dr. Philip
he President for the eisuiig year. li unoving Dr.
Plilip, it is unnecessary for me to say anything more
than I have already said respecting the mierits of that
gentleman and his ability to fill the chair as it ouglht
to be filled. Dr. Philip is oe of those quiet, retiring
iiieibers of the Counîcil, w-ho lias confinied himînself to
active work. He has, during the mnany years he has
been in the Council, given lis attention more especi-
ally to the finances of the Council, and that we are
in so sounfd a position finaicially is due nainly to
Dr. Philip and to the able man who is our treasurer.
I think there cani be no question in the mind of any

nimber of this Council of the entire capacity of Dr.
Philip to fill the chair well. And Dr. Philip, on the
other hand, may feel assured that every iember of
this Couincil will give to hin the saune aid that they
gave you, sir, during your period of its occupancy. i
have, therefore, great pleasure in proposing Dr.
Philip as President for the ensuimg year, seconded by
Dr. Fowler.

At the request of the President, Dr. Bergii cast a
ballot, there being no other nominations, and on the
ballot being examined by the President, lie declared.
Dr. Philip elected uinanimously.
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