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10 MINING RECORD

days of prohibition agitation, possibly it may im-
press readers as timely and to the point :—

Evil never surrenders its hold without a sore
fight. We never pass into any spiritual inheritance
through the delightful exercises of a pienie, but al-
ways th ovgh the grim contentions f the hattlef Id,
It is s0 in the seeret realm of the soul. Kvery fae-
ulty whic't wins its spiritual freedom does so at the
price of blood. Al our finest virtues smell of battle.
smoke.  Apollyon is not put to flight by a courteous
request; he straddles across the full breadth of the
way, and our progress has to be registered in blood
anud tears. This we must remember, or we shall add
to all the other burdens of life the gall of misin-
terpretation. We are not “‘born again’ into soft
and  protected nurseries, but into open country,
where we suck strength from the very terror of the
tempest. *“We must through mueh trbiulation enter
into the Kingdom of God.”"

And it is even so in the life of the nation. Who-
ever knew a social evil yield without terrifie strug-
gle? When a nation grapples with one of-its in-
iquitics the evil spirit eries and rends it sore. Every
noble law upon our statute books which widened the
empire of freedom was won through blood. Social
or political freedom does not descend upon us in our
sleep, gently distilling like the dew., Freedom eomes
to peoples through convulsions, through tempestu-
ous contests, through long and weary trampings in
the noon and midnight, The opposing devil fights
for every inch of the way. We have never passed
into any splendid liberty with untattered flags, and
unstained uniforms, and undinted shields. The men
who have won our inheritanee have been badly
knocked about, and the sears of their fight have be-
come the emblems of their glory. And today the
road is no whit casie Freedom is still the perqui-
site of blood. If w ourselves to oust some evil
possession the established spirit will ery and rend
us s¢ In these roly realms we get our blessings
at a price,

But the worst convulsion is usually just when the
final conquest of an evil is almost assured. It is in
the last gasp that our antagonist reveals extraordin-
ary reserves of strength, The hardest confliet is
always just before the devil is expelled,  Let us
therefore tighten our belts when our enemy ealls
out all his foree. Just then the bonds are breaking.
Jdust then the tyranny is falling. At him again! In
these high vealms the darkest hour is Just before
the dawn,

*Tread all the powers of darkness down
And win the well-fought day.”
& & 0

The iron industry, next to coal, is the most im-
portant to Nova Scot A writer elaims for it that
it is the key industry of the world, The topie pres-
ently agitating man) ““What is to happen after
the wai 1" The following, taken from a British
r—1 negleeted to preserve the nat gives a
h view of the subjeet, and are
* at the present time, to yone
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conceptions of such subjects ave we to
entertain after the wart If we learn the lessons
of the aright, and if we
we can produce houses and all other kinds of goods
at a rate wh has never been hefore attempted.
The United Kir is a great natural works

and it is high time that it was fully ecmployed in

are to exert ourselves,

the exercise of its overwhelming advantages, Out-
side the United Kingdom we have the great rich
territories of the British Empire, yielding in aupli-
tude nearly every necessary material needed by man,
No other nation possesses sueh a remarkable herit-
age, and we shall be very mueh to blame if we fur-
ther neglect the proper development of so large a
share of the world’s territory. 1 do not hesitate to
express my opinion that, given the proper applica-
tion of enterprise, the national income of the United
Kingdom can, within half a generation of the end
of the war, be inereased so greatly that the nation
will be able to look back upon the trade and pro-
duetion of the years before the war as comparatively
nificant,,

The British people have suffere
from a lack of realisation of the 1
endeavour. Let me illustrate
striking instance which goes to t) root of the mat-
The iron industry is the 'y industry of the
In the time of many of those who read these
lines Britain was casily first as an iron producer,
She is now a bad third.  Between the years 1885 and
1913 the British iron production rose from 7,400,000
tons to 10,500,000 tons, an inerease of nearl 3,100,
000 tons, while in the same period that of Germany
increased from 3,600,000 tons to 19,300,000 tons, and
that of America from 4,000,000 to 31,000,000 tons,
If we go the right way to work we ean inerease the
iron production of this country to 20,000,000 tons a
year within ten years of the econelusion of the war,
and this inereased production will signify a corres-
ponding development of other industries, for iron
is man's chief tool,

1 in recent years
w seale of world
meaning by a
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Chiazza Money, who is elaimed to be one of the
best authorities on financial matters in the British
Empire, in an article in the British Weekly on war
profits, incidentally refers to the Canadian system
as introduced lately by Hon. Thos, White. He does
not say hard things about it, as the erities at Ottawa
attempted to do:

Common sense seems to dietate that we shonld
treat all kinds of business alike, and that any firm,
its business, which has the good fortune
10 make greater profits in war than in peace should
pay heavily towards the cost of the war, Our legis-
lation recognizes the principle, but applies it in two
different ways, distingnishing betw M munition
firms and other undertakings, There is no element
of justice in the distinetion, becanse at this tine the
munition works ave, above all, essential to the na-
tional welfar Apart from the justice of the case,
it is manifestly inexpedient to have two different
forms of taxation in respeet of excess profits,

Canada has levied a different sor of excess
profits war tax. Instead of Judging the excess war
tax by a standard of pre-war profits, it is simply
related to an arbitrary standard of seven per cent,
on the paid-up eapital, Let ) illustrate the dif-
ference A and ours, Sup-
3 P war was making
f ve per cent. per aonum and that
it 18 now mak ety the same profit, It would
not, in th reumstanees, be liable for exee
proiits duty because, although its profits are great,
they are not in exc of the normal or peace profits,
Under the Canadian plan, however, twent five per

cent, of the profit above seven per cent, will he taken
by the State, so that if the capital were £200,000,




